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Newspaper - The Island Date - 01-10-2020

President defends China

investment in H'tota . port

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
vesterday (30) said that the construe-
tion of the Hambantota Port. with
funding from China, had been a
project with enormous development
potential, although some called ita
debt trap.

The President pointed out that
the previous government had leased
the Hambantota Port to China but it

Chinese-funded Hambantota project
after newly appointod Ambassadors
of Republic of Korea, Germany,
Holy See and Switzerland had pre-
sented their eredentials.

The President’s Office quoted
President Rajapaksa as having said
Sri Lanka's foreign policy based on
neutrality and development cooper
ation was the country’s top priority.

was being used only for commercial
0808,
The President commented on the

“8ri Lanka is located in a place of
strategie importance. Therefore, our
country s attractive to

P-4

President...

‘many parties. In this context, Sri Lanka
has chosen neutrality as its foreign policy
Onr top most priority is mutnally benefi-
cial devalopment cooperation. This coun-
try is open for foredgn investments”™,

The new envoys are Jeong Woongin —
Ambassador- the Republic of Korea,
Holger Lothar Seubert — Ambassador- the
Federal Republic of Garmany, Monsignor
Brian Udaigwe - Apostolic Nuncio-desig:
nate of the Holy See and Dominik Furgler
- Ambassador- Switzerland

Explaining Sri Lanka's policy towards
the Indian Ocean during the discussion
with the new envoys based in Colombeo,
the President said the Indian Ocean
should be a free zone open to every coun-
try

Five decades ago, it was Sri Lanka that
proposed Indian Ocean to be declared as a
zome of peace, the President racalled.

While paying attention to the develop-
ment efforts of Sri Lanka in the recent
past Rajapaksa said that after defeating
terrorism in 2009 priority of the
Government as well as the people of Sri
Lanka was to achieve a rapid development.

“The economy was weakened due to ter-
rorism. We required foreign Imvestments
for speedy development, China came for-
ward to invest in development projects in
the country. It was only a commereial
transaction between our two countries.
But some described this as a manifestation
of a pro-China policy. Sri Lanka is a friend
of all countries,” the President explained.

President Rajapaksa pointed out that
the construetion of the Hambantota Port
with funding from China was a project
with enormous development potential,
“although some call it a debt trap™.

He said the previous Government
leased the Hambantota Port to China bt it
s being used only for commercil purpos-
es proving crities wrong.

From Page 1

Expressing their views the
Ambassadors commended both President
and the people of Sri Lanka for successful-
Iy eontrolling the COVID-19 pandemie.
“8ri Lanka is =0 safe”, Ambassador of
Korea Jeomg Wooniin remarked.

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany Holger Lothar Seubert said he
was pleased to be appointed as an ermvoy to
Sri Lanka that had overcome the COVID-
19 pandemic,

“We are not here to lecture you, but to
offer any possible assistance, We are car-
tain that Sri Lanka is capable of choosing
what needs to be done. We are ready to
extend our eooperation to achieve develop-
ment aspirations of Sri Lanka"™, both
German Ambassador Holger Lothar
Senbert and Switzerland Ambassador
Dominik Furgler echoed.

Communicating congratulations of
Pope Francis to the President for the mas-
sive mandate received during elections
Apostolic Nuncioof the Holy See
Monsignor Brian Udalgwe sald he was a
member of the entourage of the Holy
Father during his visit to Sri Lanka in
20165, The Apostolic Nuncio said the geo-
graphical location was a great gift to Sri
Lanka.
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THE fourth Sri Lanka-Japan
Dialogue on Maritime Security,
Safety and Oceanic Issues was held
virtually on Thursday.

The Japanese delegation com-
prised of representatives from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Defence, Japan Coast
Guard and the Japanese Embassy
in Colombo. The Sri Lankan delega-
tion included representatives from
Foreign Ministry, Defence Ministry,
Ministry of Ports and Shipping,
Office of the Chlef of Defence
Staff, Navy, Air Force, Department
of Coast Guard, Sri Lanka Ports
Authority and the Merchant
Shipping Secretariat.

During the Dialogue, active discus-
sions were held on multilateral mar-
itime initiatives spread across the
Indo-Pacific region. Sri Lanka high-
lighted the need to further strength-
en bilateral and multilateral coop-

Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 02-10-2020

Si Lak, Japan

¥ i
N

old 4th Dialogue

Maritime Security, Safety and Oceanic Issues

eration for a rule-based maritime
order as a vital element for stability
and prosperity in the region.
Furthermore, Sri Lanka noted on
the need for quality infrastructure
development, as a prerequisite to
achieve its vision to position itself

as a trade and maritime hub of the
Indian Ocean region.

Sri Lanka welcomed the pro-
gress of cooperation being made in
the domains of maritime security
and safety, and exchanged views
on the initiatives and cooperation

between the two countries in com-
bating maritime crimes, among
others. Sri Lanka and Japan also
discussed on extending future col-
laboration to the realm of ocean
resources and combating ocean pol-
lution,
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Newspaper - Daily News

Date - 02-10-2020

irtual dialogue between Sri Lanka,
Japan on maritime issues held

The fourth Sri Lanka-Japan
dialogue on maritime security,
safety and oceanic issues was
held virtually yesterday.

The Japanese delegation com-
prised representatives from the
Foreign Affairs Ministry, Defence
Ministry, Japan Coast Guard and
the Japanese Embassy in Colom-
bo. The Sri Lankan delegation
included representatives from
Foreign Ministry, Defence Min-
istry, Ports and Shipping Minis-
try, Office of the Chief of Defence
Staff, Navy, Air Force, Depart-
ment of Coast Guard, Sri Lanka
Ports Authority and the Mer-
chant Shipping Secretariat.

Discussions were held on mul-
tilateral maritime initiatives
spread across the Indo-Pacific
region. Sri Lanka highlighted
the need to further strengthen
bilateral and multilateral cooper-
ation for a rule-based maritime
order as a vital element for sta-
bility and prosperity in the
region. Sri Lanka also noted on
the need for quality infrastruc-
ture development, as a prerequi-

Participants at the virtual dialogue.

site to achieve its vision to posi-
tion itself as a trade and mari-
time hub of the Indian Ocean
region.

Sri Lanka welcomed the pro-
gress of cooperation being made
in the domains of maritime secu-
rity and safety, and exchanged

views on the initiatives and
cooperation between the two
countries in combating maritime
crimes, among others. Sri Lanka
and Japan also discussed on
extending future collaboration to
ocean resources and combating
ocean pollution.
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Newspaper - Daily FT Date - 05-10-2020

SLPA Chief says steps underway
to make Colombo a smart port

SRI Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
Chairman Gen. Dava Ratnayake last
week said steps were underway to
make Colombo a smart port.

The way forward as well as on-
going and planned measures were
shared by the SLPA Chief during his
address at the Sri Lanka Logistics
and Freight Forwarders Association
(SLFFA) Annual General Meaeting,

“We are very serious about bring-
ing to reality the idea of a smart
port. We have concentrated on creat-
ing a competitive edge by deploying
innovative e-initiative and strategic
IT systems to improve productivity
and provide uninterrupted services
to port users.” said Gen. Ratnayake
who was the Chief Guest at the
AGM.

He said currently SLPA is in the
process of implementing the Single
Window concept which would allow
parties involved in trade and trans-
port to lodge standardised infor-
mation and documents easily, and
thereby efficiently comply with all
import, export, and transit-related
regulatory requirements.

“We have also taken steps to cre-
ate a platform for knowledge shar-
ing among different port users.
Although there is some resistance to

Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
Chairman Gen. Daya Ratnayake
addresses the Sri Lanka Logistics and
Freight Forwarders Association Annual
General Meeting - Pic by Ruwan Walpola

change, we expect that training and
education with respect to the use of
digitalisation options would eventu-
ally be acceptad as the way to move
forward.” he said.

The major projects include a
Container Terminal Management
System (CTMS), a Finance, Inventory
and Procurement System (Oracle
e-Business suite), and an Electronic
Port Permit 3ystem (EFPS). Some of
these are currently in operation while
others are being strengthened with

upgraded versions,” the SLPA Chief
said.

“Cur objective is simple. We want
to create guidelines and standards for
efficiant, secure, reliable and seam-
less electronic information exchange
among maritime stakeholders using
available communication systems. 1
am confident that the SLFFA will reap
the benefits,” Gen. Ratnayake told the
AGM.

He said as Sri Lanka strives to make
its way into the top ranks of global sea
ports in terms of volume and growth,
it was refreshing and heartening to
see public bodies and private compa-
nies collaborating in order to bring
international best practices to the
industry.

“Of course, much work has to be put
in for Sri Lanka to become a global
hub for cargo handling. But with the
recent changes in policy, and throngh
the collaboration of experts from both
public and private sector bodies like
SLFFA working on the existing 1ssues
together, there is a boundless potential
for Sri Lanka to be a maritime hub in
the region,” the SLPA Chief empha-
sised.

He said that 90% of world trade
involves oceanic transportation and
therefore the industry is a key factor

-10-

in the economic growth of many coun-
tries.

“Of course the COVID-19 pandemic
has put a dampener on all activity,
but it is safe to say that international
trade will increase over the long run,
and therefore your role in meeting
the demand for shipping is likely to
become even more crucial in the com-
ing vears,” he added.

It was pointed out that digitalisation
will generate multiple and accessible
information feeds that can enable all
actors to have a shared and common
situation, and execute better on-the-
spot coordination.

“The COVID-19 situation, as we all
know, has made all this imperative,
and I see this as a positive cutcome of
the pandemic,” he added.

The SLPA Chief also said a regula-
tor's tasks are unenviable. Regulation
has had a bad name, he added. “On
the other hand, streamlining opera-
tions, greater efficiency and plugging
possible holes, make it imperative
to have a robust regime of approval
and authorisation. Digitalisation will
clearly cure much of the headaches
for all the stakeholders, keeping the
nead for time-consuming and frustrat-
ing physical presence to a minimum,”
Gen. Ratnavake added.
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CeylonAssociation of Ship Agents holds AGM
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The Annual Gensral
Meeting of the Ceyion
Association of Ship
Agents (CASA) was held
at the Shangri-La
Colombo recently. Aitken
Spence Shipping
Managing Director lgram
Cuttilan was elected as

L
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the new Chairman of Saram Cuttilsn (et Pac. Supanaih Cetombage
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Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 05-10-2020

BIA, port restrain entry of
employees from lockdown areas

By CHARUMINI DE SILVA to do duty-free shopping at the
Bandaranaike International Airport.
The move was as a preventive
measure after identifying two new

COVID-19 persons in Gampaha

District yesterday.

The airport and port authorities yes-
terday decided to restrain the entry
of employees from Divulapitiya and
Minuwangoda areas unitil further
notice whilst banning outsiders

BIA...

“We are not going to close the air-
port,” Tourism Minister Prasanna
Ranatunga told the Daily FT, adding
that any further developments on
the operations of the departure and
arrival terminals will be decided by
the Mational Operation Centre for
Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak
(NOCPCO) along with the health
authorities promptly.

“As a precautionary measure, we
have requested the employees
from the areas of Divulapitiya and
Minuwangoda to not to report to
work until further notice. In addition,
we have temporary halted the entry
of outsiders to the duty-free shop-
ping complex,” Airport and Aviation

Services (Lanka) Lid. Vice Chairman

Rajeeva Sooriyarachchi told the
Daily FT.The Government allowed
repatriated 5ri Lankans who were

moved to direct quarantine facility
for one month, to purchase from the
BlA duty-free shopping complex.
The authorities allowed around 100
individuals daily at the duty-free
shopping area.

Sri Lanka Ports Authority also
requested workers in Minuwangoda
and Divulapitiya Police jurisdictions
not to report to work until further
notice.Police curfew was imposed
in Divulapitiya and Minuwangoda
areas yesterday following a 39-year-
old woman employed at an apparel
factory was tested positive for the
virus at Gampaha Hospital and later
her 16-year-old daughter was also
tested positive for COVID-19 and
were transferred to the Infectious
Diseases Hospital (IDH) in Angoda
yesterday.

-13-
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Newspaper - Daily Mirror Date — 08-10-2020

Transhipment container volumes
at Colombo Port edge up in August

Eleclne in
overall volumes
up to Aug.
narrows J.5%
to 3.88mn TEUs.

EHestowing
activities
bounce back
to pre-COVIO
levels

Transhipment contamer volumes
at the Port of Colombo stagnated in
August, after recording a positive
growth for the second straight month
and reaching pre-pandemic levels in
July, mainly due to an acute shortage
of containers in the region. impacting
the export volumes in India and
Bangladesh

The container transshipment
volumes grew by one percent year-
on-year (YoY)} to 535,162 TEUs 1n
August, after an 11.4 percent YoY

increase 10 July. The key ports i
India and Bangladesh are facing
an acute shortage of containers to
export their goods. as the exports
bounced bank in the two countries,

with the easing of pandemic-related | .

travel restrictions.
Further, congestion in the Colombo

Port tunning up to two to three |

weeks also contributed to delays
in shipments for Indian exporters.
according to media reports.

MOREONPI2| mmaas
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Newspaper - The Island Date - 10-10-2020

Colombo Port:

By e, INGODAGE
e Chie? Engie i Pora).
Mansgivg Disvoor SL0A and
Porujmd Thencior - Cikom b Sosith Ror bowr
Idvrwkypmmeni Fropc?

shipping indusiry nesds proger dec-
nions s regads. ihe fanctionisg of the
[Peare oof Uk, T b6 His shipgleeg
sy and e wh w iy the iroes of
the Codimmabre Piart Buvve s prvesend exsiwierrn wvnd
the delacy in 1he commenosmen of ogranion
of tha Easa Conusiner Terminal (ECT) of
Colembs Pert for iy e ymes. The
Covlon Association of Shipping
Agritd {CASAY hag wurned s Colomibs hub
sttt Is sbiikbine. Hé has o plei b e el
b o ntionalise the East Contaiser Terminsl
(ECT) of Calombea’s e South Harbour

In Febrary this poas 8 delegsl oo of ihe
o mem Drsduniry aned Commmoren, in Colomib,
Bl m Coloesbe Pore msaded fur Bar sxpan-
ulim 85 handls momn aomeabner tralfic.

Ther BT itise was Dioruahi i ol o ik
thom prior b dhe last gensrall deczion, when
e ronraiser handling rrsse {rosring e
Lri 35 il s i b o 1 b shilp o hest Bl
bromighn them 1o the pore. as irmsramions had
T b R (o nRbsating 1 herm while Treds
Vi aebon B ol smpbevodd daadel that
inauion parsvesd the por

Tha cranas wors uioaded ome the parly
bk BCT aifber dlscusshons wish the 1mde
unbons by thee Prims Minisser, prior wm ihe par.
limmaninry slecvions. The Prims Miniser s
apgurinted a commioe o o udy mel g
That pegatt had B submitted 1o the Prims
Minbsec

Whom ihe comttraction of ihe BCT §acom
M 14wl enahianee Lok e conl Kine han

Sy capacy by L4 milfion TR (awrtaleer
unimp Carnm e ma e b b o
7.2 million TEUS Unisrtunatety, dus s ailure
off the previos grvermment e Lake sy prag
mathe wevion sver fmr years, undor i min
Iaters adborna U W (ke partly e LT dlled
Cousing & massve Anarcial ks v ke Pon 1L
5 LPrapeat 55 mote (st B ETm of 1W0 45
thires posairs. w1 b el 1 copoer it Bl
ECT from the dase the gren |ight b ghven o
annnimsray. Puansh are oo o ihe e of
LISE 300 milliom.

The Colombe Port came nio promisenos 5s
& el of exmrvia frr ol ling capaciiy
enhancomones s ol infrasruciure

15 e thé st four decades,
Gilclbaal ronk g off parts En beased on the aremaal
s b wil e b e by sl o, 10 s
lrewm | hat Colommibo rmnked ESRth position in
T ol e s 1t i BT, e fover bewshs
of Japs Croainer Terminal LCT) wws npors
ioamea] Ut resallod i heared BN 18T midllion
TEUs. Codombo handlod 7.5 militos TEUs in
all wrminals in DH shendry resching Hih
Eohal mnking. soosrding w0k Liovds Lis
Vedamns bandled b 2009 5 recsrded ks T2
millin TEL:. Thomigh Cori parndeimic
shevwrnd dlowrn B growsh, et Tmillion THUs s
tha smd of 200 5 & peas bl

T hacedling volkirne promith irajeckory b
agpmnely ol huum—i mrxch this :r_r.
and the 15 urgent

illion TELS in 200

couniry provides e shorissl and as ool
doviation from the Inermaional sarviestion
lnmas for all mats sivipping Hevs. B chat
ol i b relied upon o pemain avs
ol ng bl oihar Esciors Hko the dmoly

18 of GApali ATl by o ol
T DTSR T KA 0Dera iof. ol ming-
wonof part

Chmsanl e of Ralalh opened and the
Sealaiel liwe mvsoed e Brom Lol bo
Cobommitey wns losing raffie gradually o
Singagors, Dubal snd Sakilad Lispds List
g i i 15 il AN s el well with e
Port of Colembo.and Bights b retain container
tradfic

Eounth Asis Caiewsy Terminal (EAGT)
came in as 8 privebe operwior fom 360, amd
e conLaineer vl in Colombe el o
moarly A5 million TEAs, bt sagmaiod agam
itk any sl of capacity enkancesent
Crxcivin Pore Trust was developing
VaBarpaism Inismsienal Contaleg
Terminal. sred announoed that Colesbo rans-
shipeant lah Bas oo e far it money
According o neports ey wire olferiag dis-
conmes el InconiTves (o b Inlrmarional
shipping .

Ths Ports Asehority smboried on the sew
Soamly Martor breakwaier in J000 compleceg i
by 2012 I ik maaniims tha FirSe comis inar
wrmmims] i this Sourh Marbar came inm oger
stk a5 Crbormbe [rvservet oms| Com insr
Terminals ({CICT), dereby adding capacicy and

L, e
nuu— hanee For ki, il commgeetinive o
el nari¥ wiith sissplified chesning promsss
e ks squnlly s ssarial.

T delsy I expand ing e Colomin an-
mniner handling rapricy ss indinsd by plans
s i Tt b U competing gores In il
eeghon, poing & fossreial theat 1o Colombe.
Hewly developlng Vishinkm Iemermareeal
Donspracainr Ml lipmesr g Seapeort in Korala,
Furedesd B the Adani Lo, bs reporied o b
COming ime operarion from Decomber 2 and
1. & eapaeiny of 4 malion TEUs. They sy i
Colembo Port will faoe siiffer computithon

s critical. Tha I"'ulmhu Bouth Jarhor

i s, Plan 300 o bca gt that the whols
EXCT had b Be operationa] by 1m0 somordieg 15
s traffic frorermss, Tha Kational Pors Masser
Mlan, prosenial by g Peris fwihoe sy fumsisd
by il Alan Dewedopmand Bank CADES in
Mlareh 2019, s than enpacny shorgs had
bl from 300, All Knesami s s adel
egey opinion indicane that e Colombo Por
s Pamning o of containsr handling sapec
il gl actin b expaiel cajgchly B omen
tial morwd exritiesd

DECORAPHC LOCATIN ADVEANTAGE
Ve COBPCTING PORTE
The disuiney eooarasbos sdvanmes of b

] oupuwriones 8 s in jis shaso of
saree from [ndia, whish would =4 inoan e
AT b for the cotrarE

[PAST NPT RSENCE WITH DELAYED EXRLASON
The [arts danhority e e e

s i | B By Cioniimbser Terminal (JCT)
a0l rosschiad & prominent position i e, but
the delry im fuarther expansion over nearty fee
s e Wl SIEgr e AT O 6 vl
Bem TELR When s nead fwo berihs wooe
comm st bry 1997, the container velurme o
81,7 million TEUS, near a 38 increse
Canpuar'ny el by il st g for ch et &
s e, prerfor mance sagnased ai nearly 1.7
milien TEU s Uoniainer (rullls was ey i
ou 1o-oeber pors during this delay New

chuing serim] pe st THE millken
TED in 5018 and 7.5 millien TED: b 2065

Again the Coloesbe Por 3 runnbng oo of
comta b capmeity, s there s m expansion
afier CHCT. In spiis af (he Coroma pandemic,
wrigerar by affeciing canps theghgail, W
Sppars el X0 vkl would pasch T mil
Tion TEUs and & rupid riss s possitds. Keepins
i il e lead tirns mecded for capaciey aid)-
ion as suvsed abowvo. and o el iminamw any rik
of losing maflie. dmaly soeion 15 eritizal.

ALTIOH BESURED ROW

These in i o dbipping Sdusry and the
Puoms Sasleer ity Kivew ihal endaiebog e con
tnirwer hasedling eagmeity sddition in Cislomibn
s b cveridune. [0 will A v b iliret owrs
for b ECT 10 hlp sl dvls targst after the
e ik 16 gvens Tomeve, e EUT sedon
winich ey sdroady T oo wruied sl
equipped with thres coma iner hand me cranas
emm b parsrionalisd soon. Dus 10 the deley
I BT operarion, the Colombe Port fioes the
darger of kg rurgn widumes and glohal
pomirion ks terms of mnsecchicy Coloma
shaukl nor s s transshipmeam Bub warus In
s ronchon chise b2 delag in dis s pamiden
Promps scrion 14 Sroiors susential for opara.
Bonalvation of ik BCT as e swom] deep
waler conii ner bermnal.
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Date - 11-10-2020

Gz indicts New

BY AANYA WIPULASENA

In a new turn of events, Attorney Gen-
eral, Dappuln De Livers filed sn inedict-
ment against the Captain of the crude oil
tanker MT New Diamond thiz week.

Coordinating officer to the AG, State
Counsel Nishara Jayaraine told media that
the indictments filed ot the Colombo High
Court was for the oil <pill and the failure
by the Captain to veport it. This violated
section 26 and 38 of the Marine Emviron-
nment Protection Authority (MEPA) Act, she
saidl. The ships captain was banned from
leaving the country in September.

The owners of the MT New Diamond
carlier agreed (o pay Bs. 442 million fo Sri
Lanka to cover the expenses incurred  in
controlling  the fire which erupted on-
beard on September 3 when it was sailing
3B mibes off Sangamankanda Point, East of
Sri Lanka.

The AG first submitted a claim of Hs
340 million on September 16 and later
increased it to Fs. 442 million on Septem-
ber 24. The smount is to be paid 1o stake-
hobders including  the Sri Lanka Nawy, Sri
Lanka Ports Authority, Sri Lanka Air Foree,
MEPA, and Sri Lanka Coast Guard.

The attempts made by the stakehold-
ers was made tougher due to high winds
and extreme temperatures on the ship. 4
second fire broke out on the ship days af-
ter the first fire was extinguished, Environ-
ment authorities were concerned of the
possible spill of nearly 270,000 ronnes of
erude il inte the sea,

5n Lanka Movy spokesperson Indika
dhie Silvn told media that during this time a
team of Naval officers joined experts from
India’s coastpuard and specialists whe ar-
rived in the country ot the bidding of the
owners of the ship to assess the situation
on the ill-fated ship.

-22-

iamond Captain

MNavy spokesperson Silva said the fire
ignited in an engine room beiler, and con-
tinued to burn for doys.

The crude oil tanker was transporting
erude oil fram the port of Mina Al Ahmadi
in Kuwait to the Indian port of Paradip.

The state-owned Indian Gil Corp has
o refinery in Parsdip where the ship was
headed.

It sails with a Japanese certificate and
is registered in Panama.

Later, an oil patch, subsequently iden-
tified as heavy fuel oil, was ebserved for
over two pautical miles from the ship. A
Dornier aireraft of the Indian Const Guard
was flown to the site to airdrop diesel dis-
pursant to minimise the potentiol impect
to the marine environment, Silva said.
Twenty-two  ¢rew members, including
an injured crewman, who were on board
were rescued and initially taken 1o the
port city in Galle.
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Newspaper - Daily News

US Embassy officials visited
Hambantota port by invitation

The US Embassy in Colombo
vesterday said that its Defence
Attaché and two officials visited
the Hambantota port at the invi-
tation of the Defence Ministry.

“The Sri Lankan Ministry
of Defense invited members of
the Embassy’s Defence Atta-
ché’s  Office to visit the port.
We are always appreciative of

US Embassy... rrom page o

Three US delegates
attached to the Embassy in
Colombo went on an
inspection tour at the
Hambantota International
Port on Saturday. During
the visit, the delegates met
with the senior administra-
tion of the Port.

The Port is currently managed by Hambanto-
ta International Port Group, a private limited
liahility company formed as a result of a public
private partnership between the Government of
Sri Lanka and China Merchants Port Holdings

(CMPort).

223

Date - 12-10-2020

with
Sri Lankan counterparts,” US
Embassy Public Affairs Officer
David McGuire told the Daily

meaningful engagement

News yesterday. TOPAGE 02
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Have TUs held govt. hostage over ECT project!

Or, is it govt.'s sheer incapability?

menl of operation of S Kasi
Comaines Terminal Prefect (BCT for
BT [0 P

Ti Bu neabd ihai throo prrsriial sinis
e il the rsgima garhani
bty Bl B0 cooim plets thes BCT paoect.
Although Eng Godage has mot mamed
whia (bires misisurs, we sam pily
assume they wore Arfuna Ranatana,
Slahinda Sesarssinghe and Sapals
Remnayveks They hald tha shiipping port-
ko b what v msmA. anad Ahelr bk
adatslenl sriade wikich led to the son-
implementation of Ehe project canmot
By comadinred o any grounds.

GEDGRAPHIC LOCATION &
COMFETITIVE ADVANTAQE
Eng Godags has bt tha patl oa e
b B a7 1 8 Moc e AL e
:qu:ldhu::n-d'1hm—|71hd

has righily probrdind oul (Bl e g
graphic locasion imel{ sloss cammot b
rediod upom w0 romain 8 & leading hub
im the readon. Sri Lanka has boen brag
Eing abeun its peogmaphic leoation
mEsuming thet oeher ehings will fall inm
plaoe samumarically This ks only a delu
#ion. Can we mfferd o continus Lks this
ard lamere competiiion and olber sesen
sl Esrsors” Has Sri Lanks kel pacs
wilh P o hmcdogic al advarcemerds
mmnumunmuam
pacs?

A Eng. Godips hisd rlghaly poinbsd
il wihor Buctors such as clmely
enthancemens of the svailabiling of
sl ayuamen L el elima-
hom of port oonest on. enmaring s
a0 waheng vime for ships ased compa-
ehvy comumary lal warild wich simplifed
clearing prooess are also imporsng br
11 1 bt o Pchonal bk in e
sirlet sens of U wonl.

As Eng. Godage says (hat (5
Wizhirdam imtermat ksl Doepeator
Muki-puirposs Sea Pori in Eerala, fesd-
wd by che Adar firougp, an ally of
Ersltinm Prime hinlsesr Modi, bas s
rapuriry of duar million TR and
ol b @ pasencial chrest o Codembo.
Purt e il oo inks cotmmersial
oguraion by December this year: (e is
a0 opaem pecred Thai conbasiner trailic has
bewn pradealy moving v of the
Cislormbe Port ea other pores dus 5 the
dalay In the complecion of Uhe projsct.
Hingapore, Dulak and Zakalah in ths
pcenE Joars have hie rapldly axpand.
g thwi i ot expuwraitboms arwd Sl

We believe that the
high-powered committes
has made recommenda-
tions but the general
public is kept in the
dark. In the case of the
Z0th Amendment to the
Constitution, the deter-
mination of the Supreme
Court is now in the pub-
lic domain even before
being announced by the
Speaker in Parliament,
but the governmant hag
thought it fit not to
divulge the recommen-
dations of the aforesaid
committes.

Lanks's delay in comgletion the ECT
{Eand Contakmer Terminalk prowt
wnld wow them an sddod adoaniape

i eyl Wihem s construct on s
ommpleted it will salanacs th ooenhiaiser
hamlling capac iy by 2.4 madllon TELS,
briswis ibe toial instalbed capaciir
uilasscion w0 08 millen TEDs
Acoordisg o Eng. Gedage, & minimum
1o run ywars, s rasslinl o cpusrar iomal e
ECT froms b date gresn 1ight 1s ghen.
A masive fnancial sdection of ansh
oo PSS i il o wo bl e oot i
complets 1he prokl, A s time whon
e eURIrY b sadilad with & wvern
shartags of feraign direct | ]

Cedmibss Pon

ihis functsne, Anding sdditional i
mwnt i the project will be a Hercualean
AsEE.

Mo thai 2 8 max, § dhould bo agked
ahy she Ineumbant o srmmenr s
i moord thee gt powsible prioriny
w0 the BCT projent, knowing very well
that eommareial viability of ehe pore
=il b0 in jeopardy il ihe EUT i8 nod
comaplstond urgenely Wiy has n national
vomitura of Ehis nafurs boeon aiven & son
Al Ty A T L an lnvine i
thand risgesnsilile for B On che eoe of
th Base par]lameniary el bon, irads
o off thee Colornl Port dowissd
chelr soods s disrupasd the unbosd ey
uf U conta e crames cosling U
3 million. The iniervenidon of ika
Prime Misisesr snsklsd the pvrsmsent
v otmailn ihe concurTvaor of the irade
o w0 ko £ CTANES ONEY 8 P
Iy buils ECT yard, pending a regort
Iruuumllu'l'hrrﬂlh-l.nﬁ

e it e chs Prizss
mummﬁlmmlﬂ

bruii: ke Pt
chat no action has been Ritlabed oo this
et Do Bhils i ihie powsrfal
erade umlos bove taken the n
et bt g wi vand1:'lmb
g of U commiry aned taken e

penaral public is kept (6 Ehe darl s
tha case of iho Wik Amorsdmeni 16
Comrititulbon, the deir mizaiion of ke
Suprems Court 15 20w i the public
doenaln even before balng announced by
rha Speaker in Parilsmenr hur the g
ernmesn has thought i M not o
drvulee the reoaminendations of ihe
wforessid communss.

Freskdon| Lrotatars

che a%illny oo solve comples. o of
Ehls nature, A it b Boped that he will
v i St o Alie BCT Lisus as &
e b ol il bl priber by, Wihal the
paaple R i5 10 e B afarafion of
Eha ECT wiiliin ihe sex couple of
yuars. Indeciilon om the part of the pev.
e in spise of hawing a vwoahards
majrity s Parlfament as regards a
rrurbal nambonal e wonld umane
Iy havve i dibiliEaring impmet o e
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Newspaper - Sunday Morning Date - 18-10-2020

ECT not discussed

The controversial East Container
Terminal (ECT), which was to be
developed by India, Japan, and Sr1 Lanka,
was not discussed at Thursday’s (15)
meeting between High Commissioner of
India Gopal Baglay and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa at Temple Trees,

ECT not...

Indian High Commuission Spokesperson
Neha Singh told The Sunday Morning that
whatever was discussed at the meeting was in
the press releases issued by the
High Commuission and Prime Minister’s
office.

The meeting was held following the Virtual
Bilateral Summit (VBS) between the Indian
Prime Minister and Sri Lanka held on 26
September.

The meeting was held to seek the guidance
of Rajapaksa to take further steps on the areas
that were discussed during the VBS.

When contacted by The Sunday Morning ,
Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) Additional
Managing Director Upul Jayatissa said the
SLPA had not yet received any update on the
ECT from the Government vet.

Moreover, Ports and Shipping Ministry
Secretary U.D.C. Jayalal told The Sunday
Morning that the Ministry had not yet taken
any decision with regard to the ECT.

When asked whether the Government or
the Ministry is holding discussions regarding
the ECT, he said there were no ongoing
discussions within the Government as of yet.

according to both parties.

When asked by The Sunday Morning

whether the ECT was discussed
at the meeting, Prime Minister’s
Media Secretary Rohan Weliwita said
it was not.

Contd. on page 2

Meanwhile, port trade unions are waiting
for the Government’s decision on the
terminal. At the meeting at Temple Trees,
the Indian High Commissioner noted several
areas on which the two countries could
collaborate, including water requirements
in schools, sanitation needs, rainwater
harvesting, building of toilets for deprived
areas, and a project that could convert sewag
into fertiliser. Rajapaksa had indicated that
the lack of safe drinking water in certain part
of the country is the main concern, including
the role it plays in chronic kidney disease.
This 1s now a key prionty for the Sri Lankan
Government.

He had also noted that the lack of drinking
water 1s a particularly serious problem in
the Dry Zone of Sr1 Lanka and requested
the High Commissioner to look into any
assistance that can be provided towards that
end.

The Prime Minister had also requested
India to look at the pharmaceutical sector
and encourage Indian investors to establish
research and manufacturing facilities in Sri
Lanka to help the country meet its medicinal
drug requirements.

The High Commissioner stressed the
significance of facilitating mutually benefici
trade and mvestment between India and Sri
Lanka. which are close marntime neighbours
and friends.

—Maheesha Mudugamuw
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Newspaper - Sunday Times

Date - 18-10-2020

Colombo port gets congested

By Sunimalee Dias

The Colombo Port is currently
facing congestion with delays in
tumaround time causing ships
to bypass as a result of which
there could be a drop in the
number of vessel arrivals.

Sources at the port stated
that there is congestion in the
outer harbour since there are
insufficient deep draft boats in
the port resulting in continuous

delays in berthing due to the
inadequacy of capacity to
accommodate big ships.

On average about 12-14 ves-
sels call at the Colombo port
daily and now with larger ships
calling over, the port is con-
strained due to having only
three berths in one terminal for
deep draft vessels. At any
given time only two large ves-
sels and one small one could
be accommodated.

Since the past two months
vessels are facing congestion
and berthing is being delayed by
one or two days, which means
ships calling at the Colombo
port are compelled to sit outside
the port, sources said.

The ships are said to be hold-
ing their cargo for about another
two weeks in other ports before
arriving in Colombao.

It is learnt that the number of
ship arrivals have dropped and

this would allow for most of Sri
Lanka’s competitors in the
region to gain an advantage
over the Colombo port.

The only terminal currently
capable of accommodating the
larger or deep draft vessels is
the Colombo International
Container Terminal (CICT). The
East Container Terminal (ECT)
can accommodate such ves-
sels with its 18 metre depth
but is not yet operational.
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Newspaper - Ceylon Today

Date - 19-10-2020

Corona Enters
Colombo Dockyard

Five
employees
test positive

CONTINUED FEOM FAGE 1

o T

Measures taken

to safeguard
Port - sLPA

Three Matugama
Divisional Secretariat

SR Sl e

areas isolated

Story Continued cn PAGE 10 ¢
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India SME Accelerator Network hosts webinar
on ‘Business Opportunities in Sri Lanka’

THE India SME
Accelerator Network,
together with the
Board of Investment
of Sri Lanka (BOI)
and the Federatlion
of Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry of Sri Lanka
(FCCISL), hosted a
webinar on “Business
Opportunities in Sri
Lanka'.

Held on 8 October,
the event was sup-
ported by the
India-ASEAN Sri
Lanka Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry.

Introducing the
main objective of
the session, India
SME Ac¢celerator
Metwork (ISAN) Chief

Executive Officer
Shalini Dabholkar
elaborated on the
Importance of cre-
ating awareness on
opportunities related
to investment and
trade betwesn India
and Sri Lanka,
Focusing on invest
ment potential from
the Indian mar-
ket, BOI Executive
DHrector Prasanjith
Wijayatilake coversd
Sri Lanka’s economy,
Investment climate,
and its opportunities
in a brief presenta-
tion. Key highlights
were Sri Lanka's
post-COVID econom-
le recovery, market
aceess and workfores
competlitiveness In

terms of talent and
productiviey

He also provided
Insight Into near term
investment opportuni-
ties In pharmaceuti-
cals and textile manu-
facturing in proposed
export processing
zones in Hambantota
and Eravur, hoth of
which are planned to
Eick off in early 2021,
The presentation was
concluded by high-
lghting India’s contri-
butions to Srl Lanka
from an FDI perspee-
e,

Following up on
the BOT presentation,
Jay Jay Mills Lanka
Direetor Srikumar
Balasubramaniyam
presented a testl-

-37-

monial on his come-
pany's operations in
Srl Lanka. A leading
player In the country's
apparel sector, since
2003, he emphasised
on Sri Lanka's infra-
structure facilities,
education, and skilled
workforce while also
elaborating on the very
lilgh quality of life en
the fglamd.

This was followed up
with a @ & A sesslon,
focuged on “Setting up
in Sri Lanka,' which
prioritised identified
targpet sectors, current
Investment threshaolds,
and applicablé incen-
thves on investinent.

Ajith Perera, repre-
senting the PCCISL,
speke at length on the

exbsting trade relations
betwesn the countries,
with a focus on areas
of improvement to
the existing trade bal-
ance, as well as emerg-
Ing opportunities for
meaningiul trade part-
nerships between the
rwo business communi-
tles,

Rounding off the
event,

SLPA Chalrman
General (Retd.) Dayn
Ratnayake, TASCCI
Chalrman Soundara
Rajan, FCCISL
Secretary-General
Ajith Perera. and ICICI
Bank Assistant General
Manager Puneat Melita
discnssed relevant
aspects of the bilat-
eral trade relationship
Detween India and Sri
Lanka, covering a range
of sub-toples from busj.
ness opportunities to
hanking and trade pro-
motion,
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Date - 22-10-2020

HIPG to provide Chinese lessons in Hambantota
Programme structured for District’s public sector officials, schoolchildren,

By Evuwice RutH

The Hambantota District
Chamber of Commerce with the
Colombo University's China
Language Centre and the
Hambantota International Port
Group [HIPG) are to provide
Chinese language lessons to the
local community of the
Hambantota District.

An official from the HIPG stated,
this was started with the goal of
educating the Hambantota
business community, especially
the tourism sector. on the Chinese
language and culture to ease
business activities there, where
several China-based projects are
operating in the District.

The first phase of this
programme was launched with
technical assistance from the
China - Sri Lanka Vocational

Training Centre, with the support

of the Chinese Embassy. She said.
the HIPG provides the physical
needs such as accommodation,
food and transport, while the
Colombo University has supplied
them with two Chinese teachers.

-40-

tourism sector and business community

“During the first phase, we had
around 50 students in each class
and conducted two courses for
100 students. However, during
the second phase. we had to limit
the number of students per class

since we went for categorised
lessons where each class had
various activities such as games,
role playing, singing and dancing,”
the official said.

‘The one year study programme
benefited over 150 participants so
far and has been extended to
HIPG employees as well, she
added.

She also said, the Chamber
together with the Centre,
conducts classes structured for
the Hambantota District public
sector officials, schoolchildren,
the tourism sector and the
business community.

She added, currently due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the classes
are being conducted online for the
business community, the
participation of schoolchildren
had reduced due their classes in
schoaols and other educational
activities.
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Newspaper - Daily News

Date - 23-10-2020

Quarantine curfew in
six Colombo North areas

DILSHAN THARAKA

A quarantine curfew has been imposed in six Police
ares in Colombo North from yesterday morning. Kotahe-
na was added yesterday

Police Media Spokesperson, DIG Ajith Rohana said the
quarantine curfew will be enforced in the Bloemendhal,
Modera, Wellampitiva, Mattakuliva and Grandpass and
Kotahena ares till 5 am on Monday.

This decision was made following the identification of a
COVID-19 cluster from the Peliyagoda Fish Market, based
on the recommendation of the Health Director General,
DIG Rohana said.

The quarantine curfew is currently in effect in 33 Police

Divisions in the Gampaha area and five areas in Kuli-
vapitiya until further notice.

DIG Rohana requested residents in the areas where the
quarantine curfew is enforced to limit their movements
and stay at home.

However vehicles will be allowed to travel across areas
under curfew while they are not permitted to stop, pick
or drop the passengers in these areas.

Those who are working under in essential works such
as the Medical, Water, Electricity, Communication,
Media, Harbour and Airport Services are allowed to
report to office using their office Identity card as the cur-
few pass, he said.
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Newspaper - Ceylon Today

Date - 23-10-2020

Cruise shlps on the rocks

Becoming an increasingly common
sight in Sri Lanka - with more than
20 liners a month scheduled to call at
Colombao. But the lasi time anyone
was allowed to disembark from one
was n April when a S Lankan chel
stranded aboard the Magnifica and a
seriously (Il German passenger were
given spectal Presidential permission
to come ashore.

31-year-old Anura Herath from
Kandy was a chef on the liner. which
had to abandon an Asta-Paciflc crulse
and return home to ltaly aller it was
hanned by several countries due to
the COVID-19 outhreak. The ship
was heading to Colombao to refuel -
but no one was permitted to leave the
Magnifica. However, following &
Facebook plea to be allowed 1o go
home, President Rajapaksa
intervened and a Navy team in special
protective suits helped him and the
elderly German womayn ashore, Sadly
she later died in hospiial,

Since then no liners have docked in
Colombo as the eruise heads

‘Turkeys Aliaga, erulse graveyard, final destination where crulse ships make thelr last
Journey

together on the docks. Currently the
ruined remains of five cruise ships,
each at least 10 storeys high and
more than 850t long are being
serapped at the Aliaga shipyards,
Last year. these ships would have
been carrying thousands of
s around the world,

for the rocks after the multi-billion
pound business was smashed by the
COVID- 19 crisis.

Ship's Graveyard

Now many once proud vesscls are
heading for a ship’s graveyard in
Turkey where they lie crammed

fmcrlal.nlng them with dance shows
and pumping them full of cocktails at
a va.rie1y of idyllic lecations -
including Sri Lanka. Now, after the
ravaging of the cruise business by
the COVID-19 pandemic, they are
being “retired’, as it is
euphemistically referred to in the

industry: stripped and sold for parts
and scrap.

“We're giving all the planos away as
presents.” satd Kamal Onal, the
chatrman of a ship-recycling
industrialists’ association in the
shipyard. about 30 miles norih of
lzmir, “These ships are just
enormous. [ walked Inside one of
them. It was huge.”

“We've never seen anything ke this
before.” he told the London Times. “In
the Last 10 years we only recycled
four or five ships in total. and they
were smaller than these ones. Now
this year there are at least seven,”

-48-

Ship Skeletons

Dismantling ships of this size 1s an
enormous task. Despite hiring 1.000
extra workers to help to break down
the eruise liners — all

wake of the September 11 terrorist
attacks. Bul executives say the
COVID-19 erists, which has left
small congregations of ships moored
off coastlines from the US to

Ind L, 1s far more life-

thousands of tons of scrap mru:l
Onal said that it could take uptoa
year for each to be stripped fully. For
now, the skeletons of what were once
cabins. tennis courts and ballrooms
lie open to the elements. Here and
there. a bed frame can be seen
among the debris.

Around the shipyard, serap
merchants and antiques brokers sift
through the rematns of the ships. In
one cormegated lean-to, hundreds of
orange life jackets lie stacked, ready
for resale, Nearby. a woman presices
over a collection of polished bronze
light fittings. The scrap s in high
demand by dealers.

As the pandemic spread in March.
crutse lines across the world
voluntarily ceased operations. The
impact was devastating. Almost 1.2
million people around the world rely
on cruise tourism for their
livelihoods, aceording o the Crulse
Lines International Assoclation
(Clia)."1t has been an ineredibly
challenging time not just for the
crulse lines but also for the supply
chain involved,” said Julie Green of
Clia_

The last ume ships were idled for
any significant period was in the

threatening for the industry.

*0/ 11 was the last big thing for the
crulse industry and it only lasted a
short time 50 this ts unprecedented.”
saled Alex Downes, an industry
consultant who also works as a
caplain on the Marella cruise line.

COVID-19 Pandemic

If the pandemic’s ultbmate
trajectory is the biggest unknown for
the industry, much of the immediate
picture ts elear — and painful. Given
the abundant supply. cruise lines
have diminished bargaining power
over low much they can expect for
scerapped ships.,

Companies ane being forced to
accept “guite a low price” because
“it's a buyers’ market™ and taking
apart such complicated vessels s "a
cumbersome operation”, said Wouter
Rozenveld. direcior of Sea2Cradle.
which speelalises in ship recveling.

Many operators are acutely aware
of the damage another major COVID-
19 outbreak on a crise would do. S0
until they can be absolutely certain
that crulses are frec of COVID-19
risks, don’t expect any liners and
thetr wealthy passengers to call in Sri
Lanka.
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Newspaper - The Island Date - 23-10-2020

Two customs officers
test positive for GOVID-19

By Irpam Nizam

wo Customs Inspection officers
I serving at the Main Entrance -
New Container Terminal (NCT) of
the Colombo Port tested positive for
Covid-19 vesterday.

Following the detection, the
Department has imposed restrictions on
gathering there,

The Island learns that already 25 offi-
cers of the Customs have gone through
PCR tests while 15 officers are to be sent
for further tests

Additional Customs Director General
Sunil Jayaratne confirmed that four of
the six Main Entrances to the Colombao

Port had been closed since the detection.

The Department has already adepted
measures to cut down the visitors'
intake from 500 to 50 for clearing essen-
tial items including medicines and per-
ishables

The Main Gate is located along the
road between the Colombo Port and the
Ingurukade Junction and the public and
visitors have been advised to avoid the
area as far as possible.
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The National ( l|1- ations Uentre for
the Prevention of Covid- 1% (NOCPOC)
sald that some 165 }N‘Up]l‘ had coneluded
their quarantine at military-run centres
vesterday. A total of 56,112 people have
completed quarantine so far

The number of people in quarantine
in 69 centres run by the armed forees
gtands at 7,754

A total of 406,468 PCR tests have be
conducted in the country so far, with
8,568 tests carried out viesterday alone
NOCPOC reports said. adding that the
results of some PCR t were pendin
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Newspaper - Weekend FT  Date - 24-10-2020

Sri Lanka Customs
prioritises cargo clearance

SRI Lanka Customs has decided to pri-
oritise clearance of goods with immediate
effect, given the sudden spike of COVID-19
infected people in Colombo.

Issuing a statement, Sri Lanka Customs
Director General Major General (Retd.) G.
Vijitha Ravipriva said that essential goods,
perishables, medicine, medical equipment,
bulk cargo, sugar, cement, fertiliser, raw
materials required for export processing
zones and factories as well as goods neces-
sary for Government projects would be

released on a priority base. More Page 2
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Sri Lanka
Customs...

However, clearance of general
cargo will be controlled consid-
ering the increased COVID-19
infected people in the country.

Thereby, Sri Lanka Customs
called on the general public not
to panic and gather at its prem-
ises and gates unnecessarily to
clear cargo. It also requested the
public to adhere to health guide-
lines and to allow Government
officials to carry out their duties
while giving priority to clear
essential cargo required for all
citizens of the country.

Sri Lanka Customs also
noted that failing to adhere
to the health guidelines and
organisation directives would
compel it to shut down opera-
tions.
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Newspaper - Ceylon FT Date - 25-10-2020

China’s Belt and Road

A Unique Oppurl:unity for Sri Lanka
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Will Sri Lanka become a
olitical colony of China?
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Cabinet green-lights $ 90 m
CICT capacity expansion

CABIMNET this week approved ing equipment as well as for the
a % 90 million proposal tabled implementation of productivity
by Prime Minister Mahinda boosting work of that terminal and

Rajapaksa to enhance the capac- for publishing the orders for the
ity of the Colombo International provision of applicable tax relief as

Container Terminal (CICT). per the provisions of the Strategic
The proposal was presented by  Development Project Actin the

Prime Minister Hajapaksa in his Government gazette,” Cabinet

capacity as Finance Minister. Co-Spokesman Dr. Ramesh
“These funds will be used Pathirana said.

for the renovation of the exist-
C d b N Et 2 35-yoar Build Opearate and

green...

Considering the prevailing
demand for the activities of that
terminal as well as the future
prospactive business opportu-
nities, it has bean decided to
extend the said project without
performing further construction,
but enhancing the capacity of its
container yvard, he added,

CICTis a jointventure com-
pany betwaen Ching Mercharts
Port Holdings Company Limited
(CMPH) and the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA). Under

Transfer Agraament with SLPA,
Colombao's third container ter-
minal with a thres million TEUs
capacity was constructad in
the Portof Colombo under the
Colombo South Harbour expan-
sion project. CMPH holds 25%
of the partnership, whilst the bal-
ance 15% is being held by SLPA.
In January, CICT announced
it handled a2 total of 2.9 million
TEU=in 2019, achigving an
B.6% increase in its throughput
and accourting for 408 of the
volume of the Part of Colomlbso
in 2019,
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SLPA commissions
much-delayed ECT; timing

intrigues shipping industry

THE Sri Lanka
Ports Authority S
(SLPA) vesterday i ;" -
commissioned the
much-delayved East
Container Terminal
(ECT), which fig-
ured in geopolitics
in the Indian Ocean
among other contro-
versies.

SLPA

commissions...

The MSC Emma, which
belongs to the world's second-
largest shipping line in terms
of container vessel capacity, was
the first ship to be served at the
ECT vesterday. As part of the
expansion of South Asia’s hub
port, the SLPA built the break-
water for ECT and subsequently
it was to be developed as public
private partnership. Multiple
models were explored by succes-
sive governments in the recent
past and ECT came up for com-
petitive bidding as well.

A joint venture consortinm
invelving companies from India

AN
Jr;."s
|

and Japan were shortlisted,
after it was communicated that
a party with Indlan ownership is
preferred to manage a terminal
in Colombo, as the most modern
facility CICT is owned and oper-
ated by a majority China-owned
corporation. China also manages
the Hambantota port. The other
reason for the India-Japan-Sri
Lanka model was the fact that
75% of Colombo port’s trans-
shipment business is to and from
India.

However following the electhon
of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
regime, ECT came under pres-
sure to be locally developed, a
move Which was backed by polit-
ically-backed Port Trade Unions.
SLPA ordered the reguired

-60-

cranes as well, as the delay was
costing billions of rupees apart
from constraining capacity at the
Colombo port.

Mevertheless, a re-visit to the
India-Japan-Sri Lanka consor-
tium model was on the cards or
being pursued and this matter
had come up for discussion at
Monday's Cabinet meeting as
well. However, the commission-
ing of ECT vesterday took place
amidst these developments and
colncidentally few hours ahead
of US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo's visit 1o Colombo from
India.
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Cabinet nod for tax incentives for US$ 90 mn CICT expansion

RAVI LADDUWAHETTY

The Cabinet of Ministers, at its
meeting yesterday, has approved a
proposal submitted by Prime Mainister
Mahinda Rajapaksa in lus capacity as
Minister of Finanee to provide tax
incentives for the imvestment of US $
90 million for the expansion of the
Colombo South Port. The investment
will be for the improvement of the
infrastructure and capagiry.

An agreement has been signed in
his regard between the Board of
Investment and the Colombo Interma-
tienal Tenminals { Pvi) Ltd. This fol-
lowws the initial investment of US §

500 mullion which was made by CICT
and the project commenced opera-
nons on December 1, 2016

New SEC bill

Cabinet has approved a proposal
from the Prime Mimster in his Capac-
ity as Finance Minister to direct the
Legal Draftsman to draft new Secun-
tigs and Exelange Commuission Bill
which will replace the SCE Act. No.
36 of 1987. This will enable Sni
Lanka capital’s markel operations to
be condue ed imtemationally.

Wind Power expansion
in Mannar

The Cabinet of Ministers, has
approved a proposal from Ener-
gy Minister Udava Gammanpila
to add 6 twrbines to the Wind
Farm project which has been
developed from ADB funds,

The original funding was US$
200 million of which 73% of the
project was over and there was a
saving of US § 47 million and
six new wind turbines will be
added and approval has been
granted by the ADB for same.
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ADB funds for SMls,
poverty alleviation

The Cabinet has approved a
proposal from Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa as Finance
Minister to procure funding of
USS 165 mullion from the Asian
Development Bank which also
in¢ludes supporting the belea-
gwered  SMI sector and also
US § 1.25 for poverty allevia-
tion.

Another US S 400 million
will be made available for sec-
ondary education.
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Colombo Port operations
continue without any hindrance

Message from the chairman; Sri Lanka Ports Authority

I take this opportunity to extend my
deepest gratitude to all those who con-
tribute to the continuation of efficient
and reliable operations of all ports of
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority ( SLPA)
and all terminals operating in the Port ©
of Colombo and elsewhere in the coun- ~
try during this challonging period. ANl =
of your services are equally important,

It s a commonly accepted fact by
now that the Covid-19 pandemic
spreads around the globe have posed
challenges to the active funetion of the
global supply chain, Consequently, sup-
plying the daily nesds of the public to
ensure the safety and well-being of all
was challenged. But, wo all worked
tirelessly to overcome the challenges
we faced and to fulfil the responsibili
ties and duties of our part of the global
supply chain. As a result of our collec-
tive efforts, this part of the global sup-
ply chain functioned smoothly on time,

Unfortunately, some parties with
vested interests are giving inappropri-
ate and manipulated intorpretations to
the work that we all continue to do col-
lectively to ensure the safety of all.
There is a risk of spreading unneces-
sary fear in the sociery Including
among stakeholders and other interest-
ed parties in shipping and maritime industry, due to
these hyperbolical stories propagating by these par-
ties,

I wonald like to reaffirm that SLPA has promulgat-
ed the all necessary health measures as quickly as
the pandemic was reported and started disrupting
the global supply chaln. Our pricrity is the health
and well-being of all. Accordingly, strictly health
measures have introduced for the smooth operation
of the part, the heart of the country a.k.a. the lifeline
of the nation,

All operations at the Port of Colomba continued
without any interruption. All port premises and
access gates are keenly monitored around the clock

and systematically dizsinfacted. Randomly
solected teams working and engaging at
various capacities in the Port of Colombo
and other ports in the country are regular-
ly subjected to PCR and antibody tests. The
medical advice given on the results of
those tests is facilitated to be followed in
the same manner.

Due to the precarious shuation prevail-
ing In the country, the number of employ-
eos required to report for duty has lmited,
The special precautionary arrangement
followed by strictly health guidelines has
been introduced and implemented for all employess
reporting for duties. (riher employess have instruct-
ed to perform their duties from home,

Therefore, all of vour continued supports are -
clal at this nead of the moment ©0 make the terminal
operations and port activities, an essential service in
the country, more successfully It ls important to
recall that the challenges we face shall easily over-
come through collective action and sincere commit-
ments, We all have a responsible role to play in
defonding the health and weall-being of all and con-
sarve the terminal and port operations and other
activitios, Evervone's role is crucial and equally
essantial,

General Daya Ratnayake
chairman, Sri Lanka Ports
Authority
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