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CASA urges authorities to permit to carry

out crew chan

GSipng /A

The Ceylon Association of
Shipping Agenis (CASA) has
continually urged the authoritics
to permit the carrying out of crew
changes in Sri Lanka hased on similar
conditions €mulating ports such as
Singapore and the UAE

The Sri‘Lanka Ports Autherity
(SLPA) chairman invited the
CASA 1o a meeting, where a group
called the Sca Farers COOP made
a presentation on the opportunity
available to recruit Sri Lankan
scafarers in the event foreign
seafarers were permitted to sign off.
It was projected to be a significant
opportunity in order to enhance
employment of Sri Lankans and
improveforeign exchange meome:

The CASA poimted out that our
members’ principals too were
pressing for the sign off of foreign
and local sealarers and it must not
only focus on replacing foreigners
signing off with Sri Lankans as all
principals would not aceept such
a position.

Crew recruitment companies too
had approached the SLPA chairman
with opportunities for Sn Lankan
seafarers, if sign off was permitted in
Sri Lanka,

Then the SLPA chaimman suggested
that we make & joint presentation to
the president, outlining the need and
the potential and seek his approval.

Avant Garde was also brought
into these mectings on the basis that
it too had given a proposal to the
SLPA chairman

The CASA and Seafarers
COOP prepared and made a joint
presentation to the president on
May 18, in the presence of the
SLPA chairman, DGMS, Navy
commander, DGO Navy, DGIE,
MOH officials and crew recnntment
company representatives, Avant
Garde oo was present

The CASA’s posinon from the
begmnning has been that these are
agent functions and that if required,
safe houses and transport could he
handled by our members through the
CASA, similar to the sea marshal
operation in Galle.

Avant Garde's position al the
meeting was that agents should not
handle this function as the prionty
is health and safety of the nation and
it should be handled in a contralled
environment by a single party, It
also averred that there would be a
conflict of interest and compromise
of guidelines if agents were to handle
the work.

The president stressed that health
and safety concerns must be followed
hut no decision was made as to who
wonld handle the matter.

Thereafter, the CASA was
mvited to make a preseatation to
the COVID Task Force. oo May
22, The officials present included
the SLPA chairman, Army
commander, Navy commander,
DGO Navy, Advisor to President
on Maritime and Internationul
Affairs Admiral Jayanaih
Colombage, MOH. DGIE officials.
Avante Garde and the CASA.

At this meeting, the CASA

ges in Sri Lanka

presented the hotels that could be
used as safe houses. transport fleet
and stressed once again the fact
that these are functions handled by
agents on behalf of principals and
that the agent is responsible for the
crew member throughout his stay
in the country and for repatriation,
according to the bond signed by the
agent with the DIE.

It was indicated by the officials
present that the Navy should be
religved in the long term of the
responsibilities of escorting and
monuoring safe houses as they have
other national priorities 1o attend o

Awant Garde in ils presentation
said that it would handle the safe
houses and fransport in a joint
venture with RALL. It also promised
donating 35 percent of its profils to
the COVID fund.

No decision was made at this
mesting oo

Thereafter, the CASA made a
final proposal to the SLPA chairman
for presentation to the COVID
Task Force and higher officials
documenting what was said in our
presentations.

The CASA's proposals were on
the basts of proposals received
from the members (in response
to our request o the membeérs) in
respect of safe houses and transport
and the SLPA chairman on May
23 rcquested us to wdentify the
commpanies that would perform the
tasks, which were done on the basis
of the proposals received to be
SErVICEs on @ commeon user basis,

We are awaiting the outcome.
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Colombo port comes
under scanner

Hy_'.iunlmnllu Dias

The Colombo port a sensitive hub of economic
activity, has had its workers subject to a COVID
19 test on Tuesday following requests by trade
unions and rendom tests camied out in the city,

About 250 port workers have been subject to a
random test for COVID-19 by health authorities
together with the health unit at the port, Sn Lanka
Ports Authority {SLPA) Chairman Gen. Daya
Ratnayaka told the Business Times.

He noted that the workers were subjected to a
test a5 part of a scheduled testing camied out ran-
domby in the city and aisa following requests
made by trade uions in the recent past.

Trade Union leader Chandrasir Mahagamage
had written to Health Services Director General in
April requesting for testing of port siaff following
the detection of COVID-19 infected navy parsonnel
from the Welisara base. The Colombo Port is
manned by secunty personnel from the Sn Lanka
Navy.

Following this request, last Tuesday heaith
autharities had carmied out testing of workers at
the port, it was noted

Meanwhile, the navy personnel manning the
gates at the Colombo port were removed last
Sunday following & detection of a COVID-19 infect-
ed sailor that had been to the Gaffoor bullding in
Fort where navy personnel were camying out
work. The navy was reinstated at the Colombo
port on Wednesday, authorities stated.
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Colombo Port back to normal

BY MAHEESHA MUDUGAMUWA

Weeks after restarting economic
activitics, operations at the Colombo
Port are returming to normal, despite a
few 1ssues mised by several importers
and container handlers regarding the
delay in container clearance.

A learnt by The Sunday Morning,
the container backlog at the Colombo
Part, due to the coronavirus lockdown,

has now been cleared and the
PPort has already started the usual
operations. However, speaking 1o
The Sunday Morning, All Ceylon
Container Transport Employees’
Union (ACCTEU) General Secretary
B.l. Abdeen said that although the
containers stuck due to the coronavins
have been cleared, the usual delay is
still there when releasing the containers.

“We have been talking about this

izsue fior years but the problem remains
the zame. This delay 13 not because of
the coronarirus,” Abdeen stressed.
The Colo nbo Port is packed with over
A0, con aners after the coronavirus
ensis disrupled economic aclivilics
in April. However, three container
terminals at the Port have been operating
throughout the crisis at full capacity, but
vessel calls have started to decrease.
Cantid. an page 2

Colombo Port...

With lockdown restrictions being eased
by the Government on 11 May, the shipyvard,
which had been operating at a 20-30F%
capacity, providing only essential repair
services and completing vessels undergoing
repairs in the yard, i now reluming to
normal levels,

Even though operations have retumed 1o
normal, All Cevlon Port General Workers'
Union (ACPGWLU) General Secretary
Chandrasiri Mahagamage said that only the
essential containers were cumently being
recerved by the Port and therefore, there
wasn't any blockapge as such at the Por.
“Earlier, the containers were stuck at the Port
without being cleared due to the coronavirus
curfew in the country. But after the curfew
was lifted, the blockage has been cleared,” he
noted,

According to Mahagamage, commercial
activities are not fully operating at the Port.

As of the second week of April, the
capacity at terminals at the Colombo Pont
reached its maximum capacity with over
26,0 freight containers and was facing
issues with regard 1o space as sea freight
i= continuing as usual. The Pon requested
importers to take away their freight
conlainers as soon as possible w avond any
INCONVERNIENCES,

Meanwhile, S Lanka Customs told The
Surselery Mowning that ther operations have
also returmed 10 normmal.

Speaking to The Sunday Moming, Sri
Lanka Customs Deputy Director Agthar
Hassen noted that Customs operations are
conducted in the wsual way at present.

According to 5n Lanka Customs, a
strict and systematic arrangement for the
immediate release of essential commodities
from the Port premises itself has been
prepared,

However, the operations are being
conducted subject to health and safety
measures notified by the Government,
especially o minmmise human congregalions,
according to Customs.

In addition, Customs is expected to
facilitate online information dissemination
and payment processing o minimise the
crowd arriving at the Customs Headguarters,
However, a representative of the busineszmen
will be present at the container testing sites,

While around 200 to 300 containers a day
are being released by Customs, priority will
b given to containers of essential goods such
as food items, perishable goods, medicines,
medical devices, and related items with the

ohjective to provide essential items fo the
public without delay.

The releaze of other bulk items,
commuoditics, or raw materials intended
to be used for essential services or the
manufactunng of essential goods such as gas,
petrolewm, fertilisers, cement, cle, will also
be facilitated, subject to approval,

However, the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) last month decided 1o charge a late
fiee to clear containers stuck at the Colombo
Part. A concessionary period granted by
the Government to clear the containers had
expired on 7 May and a late fee would now
be charged. It has been suggested that the
charges will be doubled if late fees were not
paidd within eight days.

Meanwhile, the imporiers affected by the
delay in releasing containers are now saying
their containers are being released by the
ports according to the usual process and there
waz no delay at present like a few weeks ago.

Speaking to The Sunday Morning, Sn
Lanka Trade Development Council (SLTDC)
Chairman Roshana Waduge said that the
imporers had to face real difficulty over
the past few months due 1o the delay in
releasing their containers. “But now, the
situation has retumed to normal. There
was no considerable delay in releasing the
containers,” he stressed.
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CICT and CMCF donate wheelchairs
to three ITF-ranked tennis players

The aspirations of three
of Sri Lanka’s international-
ly-ranked wheelchair tennis
players received a further
boost with a donation of
custom-macde wheelchairs
by Colombo International
Container Terminals
(CICT), a longstanding
benefactor of the sport, and
its parent company, China
Merchants Group (CMG).

Part of CICT’s continu-
ing support to the Wheel-
chair Tennis Programme of
the Sri Lanka Tennis Asso-
ciation (SLTA), the three
professional grade, titani-
um wheelchairs were pre-
sented to Lance-Bombar-
dier D. S. R. Dharmasena
(ITF Rank 62), Corporal
Dissanayake Gamini (ITF
Rank 82) and Corporal
Suresh Ranaweera (ITF
Rank 101) who have
brought recognition to Sri
Lanka at the international
level. All veterans of the Sri
Lanka Army, these sports-
men are amputees and dif-

o . »

ferently-abled due to inju-
ries sustained in the con-
flict in the North.

The donation of these
wheelchairs, costing US$
9000 (approximately Rs 1.6
million at current rates)
took place recently at the
Sri Lanka Tennis Associa-
tion.

The funds for the dona-
tion were  channelled
through the China Mer-
chants Charitable Founda-
tion (CMCF), China Mer-
chants Group’s CSR arm.

Commenting on  the
donation, CICT CEO Jack
Huang said: “At CICT we
have always believed in
contributing generously to
worthy causes in Sri Lanka,
and the development of
wheelchair tennis is one of
our on-going commitments.
Our support to the SLTA
has not only enriched the
lives of differently-abled
sportsmen aned women, it
has enabled them to bring
glory to themselves and the

-; fu‘:’!

country at international
tournaments.” CMCF and
CICT have together donat-
ed Rs 30 million to the
SLTAS Wheelchair Tennis
Programme between 2015
and 2019, becoming the
main sponsor for wheel-
chair tennis in the country.
This support has enabled
Sri Lankan players to par-
ticipate in many interna-
lil]l‘]ili Ltournaments, L'll‘\’iil-
ing the country to be ranked
among the top 40 countries
that play wheelchair tennis.

In 2016, CICT also fund-
ed the refurbishment of two
international standard hard
surface courts at the SLTA
to bolster the sport in the
country.

The Wheelchair Tennis
Programme was initiated in
Sri Lanka in 2003 as a reha-
bilitation programme for
disabled soldiers. Current-
ly, Sri Lanka has 13 wheel-
chair tennis plavers who
have secured international
rankings.

CICT General Manager - Commercial and Marketing Ms Catriona Jayasundara presents one of
the wheelchairs to a recipient

-11-
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Cranes for ECT: India
insists on strict adherence
to tripartite agreement

By Namini Wijedasa

The S8ri Lanka Ports
Authority’s plans to install
three cranes at the unused East
Container Terminal (ECT) at
the Colombo Port were scup-
pered by India and Japan,
reminding the Government that
any development there must be
within the terms of a tripartite
agresment signed last year.

MNow, amidst trade union
protests, the SLPA has expe-
dited talks with India to final-
ise a joint venture for the ECT
s0 that the terminal can final-
1v be engaged. This is despite
the Government preferring to
run the facility—the deepest
in the Colombo port—through
the SLEPA.

Srl Lanka, India, and Japan
in May 2019 entered into a
memorandum of cooperation
(MoC) to jointly develop the
ECT. It was agreed that the
SLPA would retain full owner-
ship of the terminal while
holding a majority 51 percent
stale in the joint venture com-
pany It was decided to buy and
install six ship cranes and 18
electric rubber-tired gantry
cranes for operations.

However, the SLPA is now
saddled with three cranes, all
much smaller than what the

ECT deep water facilitv needs.
They were orderad by the last
administration at US$ 25mn
{Rs 4.6bn) for a separate termi-
nal that it then failed to build.

The equipment recently
arrived and is idling on a barge
becanse the SLPA has been
forestalled from installing it on
ECT. It 1s the only place where
these cranes could be of some
use as Colombo Port has now
reached full capacity

Port unions are demanding
that the SLPA must not “sell
national assets to foreigners”.
They want the cranes
installed—despite not being
of the required specifications
for such a deep water facili-
ty—and the ECT run under
the SLPA. However, the MoC
entails international obliga-
tions that India, in particular,
is keen to enforce.

“Development of Colombo
Port has significance for pro-
moting commerce in our
region,” an Indian High
Commission spokesperson
said. “Around &0 percent of
transhipment from Colombo
Port is linked with India
Therefore, its development in
tripartite—Sri Lanka, India
and Japan—would be a win-
win situation.”

Please turn to Page 15

Cranes for ECT: India
insists on strict adherence
to tripartite agreement

Continued from Page 1
India's Adani Shipping has approached

John Keells Holdings (JKH) to be its joint
partner in the company that islnxpecied tobe
set up to manage ECT, authoritative sources
said, adding that this was part of a
Government-to-Government formula that
has “well-established precedents”.

JKH has indicated willingness. 'I‘h_e pro-
cess, however, is at an early stage and indus-
try sources question why the oppormn{(\,..r
was not being opened out to other Sri
Lankan companies through an open tender,
asdue process required.

-21-
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To be operational, the ECT needs signifi-
cant additional investment, including at
least 12 cranes the size of those at the
Chinese-run Colombo International
Container Terminals (Ltd), While it cur-
rently has a pier of 440m of quay length, an
additional 880m of berth is required,
Around 50 hectares of land must be filled to
create a yard. Multiple other equipment
must come on along with rubber tired gan-
try cranes, trucks, administration build-
ings and repair facilities. The facility’s total
project cost is around US$ 650mn of which
Jjust around US$ 80mn has been deployed.

“The cranes that are now on the barge are
suitable to handle ships of three genera-
tions ago,” an industry source said. “They
do not merit sitting on ECT."

The new cranes have their origin in a 2017
Cabinet paper put up by then Ports
Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe. The pro-
posal, however, was to induct a new, fifth
terminal at Jaya Container Terminal (JCT
5) and to bring three cranes for use therein.
While JCT 4 can currently handle just one
330m vessel, an extension would have ena-
bled it to accommodate two of the same size,

In October 2018, after following procure-
ment guidelines, a Cabinet-appointed nego-
tiating committee approved both the con-
struction and purchase of cranes.
Contracts were signed with China Harbour
Engineering Corporation (CHEC) to extend
the pier and with Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy
Industries Company Ltd (ZPMC) for the
cranes,

“They are not large cranes,” a source
close to SLPA 8aid. “They work 20 contain-
ers on a ship across and are not meant for a
deep draft berth like ECT"

But a Cabinet reshuffle in December 2018
saw Minister Samarasinghe replaced by
Sagala Ratnanayake who, in turn, appoint-
ed his brother, Kavan, as SLPA Chairman.
“They decided to order the cranes without
proceeding with the civil works," the source
sald. “This is illegal because Cabinet
approved both components. And where do
you put the cranes when they come in?"

This situation, he said, has now come to
pass, he pointed out. “India now maintains
that the SLPA can't start the ECT project
without it," he continued, "Even doing so
with small cranes would be against the spir-
it of the understanding. And even old rub-
ber-tired gantry cranes that the SLPA decid-
ed to transfer from the Unity Container
Terminal to ECT are stuck at the
Bandaranaike Quay for the same reason,”

The SLPA wants the problem resolved
and the ECT, which could have been com-
missioned as early as 2015, operational.
Timelines have been given to both India and
Japan.

“ECT needs to be put to use,” said a senior
shipping source. "The Colombo Port
received a reprieve in the form of COVID-
19. We were going to lose volume because
we are at about 85 percent capacity—which
is 15 to 20 percent beyond the point at which
additional capacity should have been built.”
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Seafarers no longer allowed to fly
in to join ships at Lanka's ports
Suspension just days after shipping agents thwart move by Avant Garde

Maritime Services (AGMS) and Rakna Arakshaka Lanka Ltd (RALL) to
monopolise transfer of seafarers between vessels, hotels ports and airports

The Government has
temporarily blocked
seafarers from coming in
by commercial Qight to
join ships at any of Sri
Lanka's ports after several
recent arrivals from India
were found to be infected
with COVID-19.

The suspension comes
just days after shipping
agents thwarted a move by
Avant Garde-Maritime
Services (AGMS) and
Rakna Arakshaka Lanka
Litd (RALL) to monopolise
the lucrative business that
involves the transfer of
seafarers between vessels,
hotels, ports and airports.

Seafarers are no longer
allowed to fly in by air
unless on a chartered
flight that sees all
passengers on board
immediately joining their
ship. Small groups flying
commercial are not
permitted. However, crew
coming by sea at any Sri
Lankan port may still
disembark and leave the
country by air.

Twenty-nine seafarers
on an incoming flight from
Mumbai tested positive for
the virus. They were
subjected to PCR tests 72
hours before departure

and cleared. But results of
tests carried out in Sri
Lanka found them to be
infected.

“It's a bit strange that
they were cleared in India
but found to have
contracted the ilness upon
landing here, just 72 hours
later,” a shipping agent
said.

The director of the
Indian company that
arranged the crew’s air
passages was quoted in
Indian media as saying,
“Everything went well till
Sri Lanka decided to give
contract for COVID-19to a
private lab. First time they
did the job and said 29
seafarers were COVID
positive. All the crew did
the test and had negative
reports fled with Sri
Lanka and then flew from
Mumbai.”

Crew changes-—-where
seafarers finishing their
contract leave ships and
fly out while new crews fly
in and embark the vessel--
only restarted here at the
beginning of June. Since
then, local shipping agents
had actively promoted Sri
Lanka as a safe
destination, especially to
the Indian market which

222-

was badly hit by the
pandemic.

The agents had hoped to
gain advantage from
opening up before other
countries did. Indian crews,
in particular, had been
languishing on vessels
despite finishing their
contracts.

In the meantime, the
Ceylon Association of
Shipping Agents (CASA)
also fended off an attempt
to grant sole control over
parts of the business toa
joint venture that had
backing from the
President's office.

In May, President
Gotabava Rajapaksa gave
permission for a public-
private partnership between
AGMS and RALL to run
isolation centres during the
pandemic. They were to also
take over the transport of
ships’ crews between
various destinations.

-But CASA protested,
saying the business must
be shared among industry
players and not
monopolised, This led to
the earlier status quo
being restored under strict
guidelines. AGMS, too, is
free to carry out the
business if it so wishes.
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India to finalise

private partner
for ECT

By Sunimalea Dias

The commencement of the controver-
sial East Container Terminal (ECT) is
being pushed forward even as India is
currently picking a private pariner to
run the operations.

It is learnt that India s engaged in
identifying a private partner as per the
terms of the agreement in the
Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC)
entered into in 2018 to manage the cpera-
tions of the terminal,

In this respect if they are to finalise
the private partner as identified they
need to obtain the concurrence of the Sri
Lankan authorities as well, informed
sotrees sald

The terminal has been unused for a
number of years and a subject of much
controversy as port unions oppose its
involvement with any outside pariner. In
addition as a partner of the Colombo
South Harbour project, the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) entered into an
agreement with authorities to ensure
that the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) run the terminal but the subse-
quent establishment of the West
Container Terminal (WCT) will be a pub-
lic private partwership.

The ECT is vital to the SLPA and Port
of Colombo due to.its 18 metre draft that
would enable ultra large vessels to berth
and allow the port to generate higher
revenues without sharing profits with
other partners.

However, in 2018 authorities engaged
India and Japan to form a consortium to
run the operations of the ECT with a 49
per cent minority stake in the terminal
leaving 51 per cent for the SLPA.

Industry officials say that India com-
ing into the venture is plausible as at
least 70 per cent of the transhipment yol-
umes that come to the Colombo Port is
for India. Sri Lanka is said to stand to
gain from installing eranes purchased
with a loan obtained from Japan for a
period of 40 years at 0.1 per cent,

The said cranes never arrived but
authorities are now mulling installing
three cranes purchased for the Jaya
Container Terminal (JCT) at the ECT.
These cranes arrived on June 20 and this
is now opposed by the port unions that
carried out a protest on Thursday at
neon blocking the roads during that
time,

Please turn to Page 12
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India to finalise private partner for ECT

Continued from Page 1

SLPA Chairman Gen. Daya
Ratnavaka said that the cranes
ordered for JCT 5 had arrived
and that for the last two to
three months they were trying
totind a solution to this Issue.

“Now we have already
analysed it and taken into
consideration and the best
thing will be done,” he said
adding that they were also
reconsidering the
arrangement entered into with

India and Japan as well.

India has continuously
insigted that among other
projects assisted by the
subcontinent the ECT needs to
be considered a priority. This
wag conveved during a meeting
with President Gotabaya
Rajapakse and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi last year and then
again during their recent
discussions held over the
telephone on May 23.
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Newspaper - The Island Date - 30-06-2020

* Trade unions threaten strike at
Colombo Port over alleged foreign
involvement in East Terminal

Trade unions, operating in the Colombo
Port, yesterday, warned of a strike if the
government did not start installing the
gantry cranes imported to be used in the
Colombo Harbour East Terminal, within
24 hours,

Chairman of the Sri Lanka Nidahas
Sewaka Sangamaya (Harbour Branch),
Prasanna Kalutharage said that the Ports
Authority was not commencing operations

“FPrade unions... From page 1

attempted to privatise the Colombo
PortBast Terminal and the unions have
opposed the move, regardless of their
political affiliation, Kalutharage said.

The Ports Authority had asked unions

in the East Terminal due to the influence
of a foreign country

The gantry cranes arrived on the 20th
and the government had to pay Rs. @ mil-
lion as demurrage, he gaid. Three gantry
cranes worth USD 25.7 million were pur-
chased on June 20 for the development of
the terminal. “We have also ashed the
President to look into this delay. The previ-

ous government P4

for 48 hours to find a solution but failed
to meet the deadline, Kalutharage said.
“We will not allow any government to
privatise this terminal. It is-the only
deep enough to take large ships," he ;
. g ~% |
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Newspaper - Ceylon FT Date - 30-06-2020

CICT launches ‘Hope Village Project’
Starts with Rs 17M Commumty Centre for Panmla

Representatives of the senior

A bullding for a community
centre that will provide

the funds.
;‘uv‘ldedbyC!C’l‘and Its

nualltynf life of the

chmpletely funded through the

mmn—slar?;huﬂdmgmln.

'.- factlities thqtilw i

tﬂﬂﬂrmﬁnmafmmvmmtmntwahum
stone ceremony for the new Community Centre in Pannila

China Merchants Charitable
Foundation (CMCF), the CSR
arm of the CILI_._m Merchants

The I'wndnﬂon stnne !‘or the
Community Centre was laid by

L. CICT CEQ. Jack Huang, CICT
‘Chtef Financial Officer,

Raymond Mu, Chief
Accountant Officer of Kalutara
District Secretariat, B.AM.
Chandrika, Divisional
Secrelary of Horana, K.D.5.
Sajeewana and the Rural®
Development Director of the
Western Province, R.M.
Dinesha P. Kumari. The

the Community Centre; we
have not had a libvary in the
vicinity before, and now thelr

CICT. and CMCF are m
strangers lo supporting the
people of Pannila. In December
2019, the Company pravided
120 senlor citizens of Pannila
with gift packs containing food
and other essential items, as
well as supplying some 300
students with school supplies
for the new school year, to the
value of Rs 1.8 million.

Pannila 612-B Division is an
area empowered by the Hope

bullding’s construction will Village praject of CMCF and
take place with the CICT The pmjucl alms to help
ca-operation of the Divisi p into a desirable
Secretariat of Horana and the resadmua] area, with a Tully-
District Secretariat of Kalutara. fledged community centre, a
Speaking al the ceremony, children’s playground, and
cicr GEO Jack Huang sald: livelihood support for the
. “CICTis . The overall objective of
terminal in Snuth Asia, and the Hope Village Project is to
thmhghlheﬂopem reach evaluated villages in Sri
- Profect we ure honoured to Lanka, help alleviate poverty.
cannect the suceess of our and explore the road of
business with the commiunity. sustainable development.
This Is just the beginning;: For Recently, CMCF and CICT
. aslong aswe opmf-e In Sri also donated custom
+ Tanka, CICT will hairs worth US§ 9,000

contributing g:nertm&ly to local
communities.”

Commenting on the
cimstruction of the Community
Cenire, Nadeesha s

. a Pannila.
mlﬂml sald: “We look forward
tothe completion of this
bullding, especially because

‘soon all Government offices will

be under one roof and this will
save us much hassle and add
convenience to our Hves, Cur
children too will benefit from

-30-

to three ITF-ranked tennis
players as part of its continuing
support to the Wheelchair
Tennis Programme of the Sri
Lanka Tennis Association
(SLTA). A total of Rs 30 million
has been donated by CICT to
this programme between 2015
and 2019.'CICT and CMCF
have also supported a cataract
surgery profect in Sri Lanka in
collaboration with the National
Eye Hospltal.







