a collection of newspa}'oer repor&s on

Sri Lanka' Ports Authority

L+ !




CLIPPINGS @

Newspaper - Sunday Observer

Date - 03-05-2020

Hundred ships can anchor
per day in Hambantota

BY RAJAWAIDYASEKERA
Tissamaharama special corr

The Hambantota port, which
lies close to a main sea route, is
the only location in the Indian
Ocean where 100 ships can an-
chor per day, according to ex-
perts. The 20-metres-deep port
can cater to large ships which
need deep anchorage and berth-
ing facilities. = The then Ham-

bantota port was the place where
Chinese ships cast anchor and
moored in the days of the silk
route, according to chronicles.

The port fell into disuse after
Ruhuna ceased to be an impor-
tant centre for trade and com-
merce. Even the British used it
as a sea port as is evident from
parts of the jetty, the customs
house, lighthouse and other
constructions associated with
the port.
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Newspaper - Daily News Date - 04-05-2020

The CBERNE unit of the Sri Lanka Air Force disinfects a group of European sailors who arrived at the
Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport by a special Boeing 767 aircraft from the Netherlands, for onward
transfer to waiting ships in Galle. (See page 2)

A special Boeing 767 - 300ER aircraft All the passengers were subjected to a
carrving 230 European sailors of merchant — special disinfection process under the
ships from the Nethedands landed at the  supervision of the officers of the Chemical

Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport MNuclear, Biological and Radiological

(MRIA) yesterday, Response unit of the Sri Lanka Air Foree
They are crew members of merchant and taken to Galle Harbor by special

vessels docked at the Galle Harbor in buses, The plane will leave Sri Lanka

soulhern Sri Lanka. They were permitted  tonight with 53 crew members and sailors
Lo enter the country on special humanitar- — who are due (o return to Europe after fin-
fan grounds. ishing their tour of duty:




CLIPPINGS @

Newspaper - Ceylon Today Date - 04-05-2020

Dutch Ship docked at Galle Harbour

Netherlands’ replacement
crew disinfected

Not quarantined since it is a mere transit stop

The Sri Lanka Alr Force Chemical
Biological Radiological Nuclear and
Explosive Wing (CBRNEW) conducted
disinfection operations for 236 crew
members of a Dutch Ship docked at the
Galle Harbour. These crew members
arrived yesterday (3] at the Mattala
Rajapaksa International Alrport on a
special aircraft from Netherlands as a
replacement crew for a Dutch Ship which
was docked at the Galle Harbour.

During the operation, all 236 crew
members, thelr belongings and the alrcrafi
that they arrived In, were disinfected by
the CBRNEW Team.

Story Continued on PAGE & »

Netherlands’
replacement...

On the instructions of Adr also disinfected by the SLAF
Force Commander Air Marshal CEBRNEW Team before leaving
Sumangala Dias, a special the island.

CBRNE Team led by CBRNE Civil Aviation Authority

Wing Commanding Officer, Chairman, Retired Major

Wing Commander Nilendra General G.A. Chandrasirl. told
Perera, conducted the Ceylon Today that the ship crew
operations. Further. another 53 ~— members arrived in Sri Lanka
Dutch personnel were due to for a mere transit and that
leave the island on the same therefore, they were not

atreraft last night. They were subjected to quarantine.

4-
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Newspaper - Daily News

SLPA conducts religious ohservances
for victims of Easter Sunday attacks

A special function was held on April
21. at the Chaithyva Premises of S
Lanka Ports Anthority (SLPA) in
memory of the victims of Easter Sun-
day terrorist attacks last vear.

The programme was organized by
the Buddhist Association of SLPA
with religious observances of the
Maha Sangha under the initiative of
General Daya Ratnayake, Chairman of
Sri Lanka Ports Authority.

SLPA’s Managing Director Capt,
Atlnla Hewavitharana, Additional
Managing Director Upali De Zovsa,
Director Finance Shirani Wanniarach-
chi, Director Operations Jayantha
Perera, Director Logistics Upul Javat-
issa, Director Security Major General
Gamini Hettiarachehi, Chief Engineer
Civil M.5.5. Devapriva and Harbour
Master Capt. Nirmal Silva were pre-
sent at the occasion.

Speaking at the occasion, Chainnan
of SLPA General Daya Ramayake said
that the programme was held in mem-
ory of all those who died and those
who became victims of the brutal ter-
rorist attack on Easter Sunday, April
21 last vear. “The attack was carried
out aiming the Catholic conumunity
and several foreigners residing in the
country while the nation was still

Date - 05-05-2020

Chairman of General Daya Ratnayake
speaking at the sccasisn

¥

e

SLPA's Managing Director Capt. Athula Hewavitharana, and other
senior officials at SLPA Chathiya Premises to mark the religious

observations

enjoying peace after the successful
end of 30 vears of terrorist war. At this
hour of mourn, we would like to
express our heartfelt condolence and
all due respect, gratitude and honour
to all who died in these attacks.

We would also like to convey our
heartiest message of goodwill to those
who were affected and siill are suffer-
ing from the incident to get well
s00m,”

He also said that the day was
marked amidst a global health chal-
lenge that has equally been faced by
the motherland and that he is thankful

for the leadership of the President,
Gtabava Rajapaksa, the govemment,
the Tri-Forces, the Police, health
authorities and all other parties for
their imimense collective contribution
1o defeat the health issue of the Covid
— 19 and maintain routine lifesiyles of
the people with all possible measures.
The Chairman of SLPA. General
Dava Ratnayake also thanked all lev-
els of emplovees and stafl members of
the instition for their dedicated
efforts to maintain all operations of
the Port without hindrance at this very
moment of national necessity.
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Newspaper - Daily News

Date - 06-05-2020

Hambantota Port’s Tank

Farm fully operational

With Hambantota Inter-
national Port (HIP) resum-
ing operations with Litro
Gas the port completes its
full complement of energy
services, positioning itself
to vie for hub statns in the
South Asian region.

Litro Gas supplies LPG
to 5ri Lanka’s domestic
market, and the company
has leased tanks at the
Hambantota International
Port to support their supply
chain. The Quantitative
Risk Assessment (QRA)
and Fit For Service (FF3)
with respect to the LPG
operation were obtained
recently from the Tloyds
Registry. HIF's Tetties |
and 2 are dedicated to the
discharge and transshipment
of oil and gas, providing
superior operational servic-
es to Litro Gas, Langfs Gas
and bunkering partner Sin-

“With Litro Gas coming
into the equation, and HIP's
tank famn and berth refur-
hished to mtermational
standards, we are now fully
operational,” says Tissa
Wickremasinghe, COO of
HIPG.

1P Tanker *Gas Fsco'
recently arrived at the Ham-
bantota Port to discharge
the first shipment for Litro
Gas, at the port’s jetty Mo,
2. Another consigmment is

expected to armive soon and
the energy services opera-
fions feam is fully rained
and geared 1o meet the cus-
TOANIET TEqUirements,

Transshipment of LPG
and delivery for Incal con-
sumption is a part of the
energy b mix at HIP, and
with the port 521 1o begin
bunkering for vessels soon,
it will provide all the ser-
vices of an energy hub.
With its proximiry to the
principal sea route connect-
ing the East and West, HIP
is in an ideal position to
provide these services,
allowing all stakeholders to
take maxinum advantage of
the port’s nnique location.

The full range of HIP's
services include container
handling, general cargo,
Ro-Ko, passenger, bunker-
ing. bulk termimal, gas, and
project cargo. “In addition
to being an energy hub, we
are well on the way to

becoming a logistics hub in
the region, with warehous-
es, storage areas, and disiri-
barion centers planned for
set up within the port
premises,” says Tissa
Wickremasinghe

The current pandemic
has slowed down shipping
activity as supply chains
have been disrpted,
despite these conditions the
Hambantota International
Port Group (HIPG) is con-
tiniing operations unhin-
dered and will keep to the
master plan in delivenng
quality services. “We fer-
vently hope that the sitma-
tion will gradually return to
normal, but in the mean-
time we arg continuing
with onr development plans
and doing everything to
ensure that when it does,
the port will be ready to
position itself on the global
maritime map,” the COO
SAY5,
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Newspaper - Ceylon Today

Date - 06-05-2020

SLPA to introduce new
cargo delivery procedures

The Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) stated it will
be Introducing a new
procedure for MCC and LCL
delivery of cargo to curb any
delays that may occur in
their operations during the
COVID-19 situation.

The new arrangements will
be enacted with effect from
5 May 2020, through the
SLPA Logistics
Division. Accordingly, all
MCC and LCL
requests should be sent in
accordance with the new
formats of procedure to the
SLPA Duty Officer, who could
be contacted via 071
B688361. a minimum of one

day prior to the expected date
of delivery or loading
operations.

Through the new process,
SLPA insists to guarantee the
delivery of cargo on the date
of request without delay and
urges all relevant parties to
comply with the new
process. The new formais of
procedure for the delivery of
MCC and LCL cargo can be
downloaded via the SLPA
webhsite.

Any complaints in this
regard may be communicated
through the Chief Manager
(Logistics) via 071 5362339
or Senior Manager (Loglistics)
via O0770625835.
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Newspaper - Ceylon Today Date - 06-05-2020

Hambantota Port's Tank
Farm fully operational
% __ ?f_.b_‘u - ::ﬁ

Hambaniota International Port (HIFP) stated that, with the
resumplion of its operations with Litro Gas, the port now
offers a full complement of energy services and is positioned to
vie for hub status in the South Asian region.

Litro Gas supplies LPG to Sri Lanka's domestic market, and
the company has leased tanks at the Hambantola
International Port to support their supply chain. The
Quantitative Risk Assessment (QRA) and Fit-For-Service [FFS)
with respect to the LPG operation were oblained recently from
the Llovds Registry. HIF's Jetties 1 and 2 are dedicated to the
discharge and transshipment of oil and gas, providing
superior operational services (o Litro Gas, Laugls Gas and
bunkering pariner Sinopec.

“With Litro Gas coming into the equation, and HIP's tank
[arm and berth refurbished to international standards. we are
now fully operational.” said HIPG COO, Tissa
Wickremasinghe.

LPG Tanker ‘Gas Esco’ recently arrived at the Hambantota
Port to discharge the first shipment for Litro Gas. at the port’s
jetty No 2. Another consignment is expected to arrive soon and
the energy services operations team is fully trained and geared
to meet the customer requirements.

Transshipment of LPG and delivery for local consumption is
a part of the energy hub mix at HIP, and with the port set to
begin bunkering for vessels soon, it will provide all the
services of an energy hub. With its proximity to the principal
sea route connecting the East and West, HIP is in an ideal
position to provide these services, allowing all stakeholders to
take maximum advantage of the port’s unique location.

The full range of HIF's services includes container handling,
general cargo, Ro-Ro, passenger, bunkering, bulk terminal,
gas, and project cargo.

“In addition to being an energy hub, we are well on the way
to becoming a logistics hub in the region. with warehouses,
storage areas, and distribution centersplanned forset up
within the port premises,” added Wickremasinghe.

The current pandemic has slowed down shipping activity as
supply chains have been disrupted, but despite these
conditions the Hambantota International Port Group (HIPG) is
continuing operations unhindered and will keep to the master
plan in delivering quality services.

“We lervently hope that the situation will gradually return to
normal, but in the meantime we are continuing with our
development plans and doing everything (o ensure that when
it does, the port will be ready to position itsell on the global
maritime map,” the COO said.

-10-
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Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 06-05-2020

New procedure for MCC, LCL cargo
delivery to curb delays during COVID-19

SRI Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) has introduced a new pro-
cedure for MCC (Multi Country
Consolidation) and LCL (Less
than Container Load) delivery of
cargo yesterday to curb any
delays that may occur in their oper-
ations due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic precautions.

The new arrangements were
enacted with effect from yester-
day through the Logistics Division
of SLPA. All MCC and LCL
requests should now be sent in
accordance with the new formats
of procedure to the Duty Officer of
SLPA, who could be contacted via
0718-688361 - minimum of one day
prior to the expected date of deliv-
ery or loading operations. Through
the new process, SLPA insists to
guarantee the delivery of cargo
on the date of request without any
delay and urges all relevant par-

A

s o
. A s

ties to comply with the new proce-
dure. New formats of procedure for
the delivery of MCC and L.CL cargo
can be downloaded via SLPA web-

site at wwwislpa.lk .

-11-

Any complains in this regard
can be communicated through
Chief Manager (Logistics) via
0715-362339 or Senior Manager
(Logistics) via 0770-625835.
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WITH Hambantota
International Port (HIP)
resuming operations with
Liwro Gas, the port com-
pledes s full complement of
ENergy services, positloning
itmeli tor wie for hub stanas in
thar South Asian megion.

Litro Gas supplies LPG
1w Srl Lanka's domestic
market, and the company
has leased tanks @t the
Hambanteia International
Port to support thelr sup-
ply chaim, The Guantitaiive
Risk Asspsament (GRA) and
Fit for Service (FFS) with
respect to the LG operation
were obtnined recently from
the Lioyds Hegkstry HIPs
Jeities 1 and 2 are dedicated
1o the discharge and trans-
shipment of ol and gas, pro-
wiilIng superior operational
siervioes o Lito Gas, Laugfs
Gas gl bunkering pariner
Sinopec,

“With Litro Gas com:
Ing into the equation. and
HIMs tank farm and berih
rofurbizhed to interna:
tlonal standards, we are
now fally operational.” sakl
Hambantoda Inteérnational
Port Group (HIPG) COO
Tissa Wickrpmasinghe,

LPG Tanker 'Gas Esco’
recently arrived at the
Hambnniota Port to dis.
charge the Mrst shipment

Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 06-05-2020

Hambantota Port tank
farm fully operational

for Litro Gas, at the port's
Jetty Mo, & Another constgmn-
ment is expectesd to arrive
soon and the energy savic-
es opeTations team 15 folly
wraimed o peaned o miet
the CUsIOIWT MequinEmentE.
Transshipment of LPG and
delbvery for local consump-
thon is a part of the energy
hub mix at HIF, and with the
port set to begin bunkering
B vessnls soom, bt will proe
whie all the services of an
enirgy huh. With its proxim-
1ty #o the principal sea route
connecting the East and
Weesst, HIF 18 bm am 1deal posi-
thon o provide thise servie
es, allowing all stakeholders
o ke mickmum achvntage
of the port’s unique kocathon.

The full range of HIPs
services Include container
handling. general cargo,
Ro-Ro, prssenger, bunker
Ing. bulk terminal, gas, and

profict cange, “Tn addition to
‘belng an ensrgy hub, we are
wedl on the way (o becoming
o lnglstics hub In the region,
with warehouses, storage
aureas,; and distribation cim-
s planned for st up with:
in the port premises.”™ sald
Wickremasinghe

“The: curment pandembe has
alowed down shipping activ-
ity a8 supply chains have
b dikerispaind, chisipbe thaesies
oo itbons HIPG &s contim
Ing operations unhindered
aml will keep o the master
plan in delivering quality
pervioes. “We frvemly hope
that the skuation will gradu
ally return to normal. but in
thir meagit e we are contin.
uing with our development
plans anvd dofng everything
8o ensune thas when it does,
the port Wil be ready b posi-
e (el on the global mard-
thme map,” the OO0 sabd.

-12-
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Newspaper - Daily Mirror

Hambantota Port’s tank
farm fully operational

BHIP's tank farm and
berth refurbished to
int1 standards along
with Litro Gas

®Planning to become
r'mcni_ logistics hub in
addition to energy hub
With Hambantota International

Port (HIP) resuming operations

with Litro Gas, the port completes

its full complement of energy
services, positioning itself to
vie for hub status in the South

Asian region,

Litro Gas supplies LPG to Sn

Lanka’s domestic market, and the

Hinﬂm:mta Intm Pﬁﬁ tmi o

support their supply chain.

The Quantitative Risk

Assessment (QRA) and Fit For
Service (FFS) with respect to the
LPG operation were obtained
recently from the Lloyds
Registry. HIP's Jetties | and 2

arc dedicated to the discharge
and nzlmhlplmcm of oil Iml gas,
providing superior
services to Litro Gas, Laugfs Gas
“With Litro Gas coming into
the equation, and HIP's tank
farm and berth refurbished to
imternational standards, we are
now fully operational,” said Tissa
Wickremasinghe, COO of HIPG.
LPG Tanker ‘Gas Esco'
recently arrived at the
Hambantota Port 1o :
at the port’s jetty No. 2. Another
consignment is expected to
arrive scon and the energy
services operatipns team.as fully

l"ransshipmenl of LPG and
delivery for local consumption
is a part of the energy hub mix at

HIP, and with the port set to begin |
bunkering for vessels soon, it
will provade all the services of an
enerey hub. HORE O P 1.
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Date - 06-05-2020

Hambantota Port’s...

With its proximity to the principal se
route mﬂng the East and West, HIP is
ide these services,
1o take maximum
d‘ the port’s unique location.
range of HIP's services inglude
mnmm handling, general cargo, Ro-Ro,
passenger, bunkering, bulk terminal, /gas, and
project cargo. “In addition to being an encrgy
hub, we arc well on the way to becoming a
logistics Iuiup the region, with warehouses,
storage arcas, and distribution centres
planned for sct up within the port premises,”
said Wickremasinghe,

The current pandemic has slowed down
shipping activity as supply chains have
been disrupted. Despite these conditions
the Hambantota International Port Group
(HIPG) is continuing operations unhindered
and will keep to the master plan in delivering

ty services.

I-Ilflw: i'm'vmﬂ}! hpe‘g;.n situation will

rﬂun 'Iﬂ normal, but in the
muntima we are mnﬂuumg with our

B, Ll
on the glob[:;ﬂ mantime

Itd.u‘.:. mw
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Royal College Old Boys' East Coast (RCOBECF) donates Rs 15 million
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Newspaper - Sunday Observer

Date -

10-05-2020

Nurses’ quarters at NIID opens

Meets overwhelming demand for nursing care to treat Covid-19 patlents
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POST-COVID-

9 PLANS DISCUSSED

BOOST FOR

DEVELOPMENT DRIVE

FOCUS ON HOUSING, I
INDUSTRY, ROAD NETWORK

CHAMINDA PERERA

President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa has focused on the launch
of an expedited development
drive centering on Colombo and
other main cities in the country
as the country returns to nor-
mality.

A special meeting chaired by
President Rajapaksa was held
vesterday at the Presidential
Secretariat to discuss how this
program is to be implemented.

The President was of the
view that all development work
which are not in progress
should be completed soon with
public life and economic activi-
ties returning to normal in all
districts.

The President also empha-
sized that these development
activities should continue with-
oul obtaining foreign loans and

in compliance with the national
policy.

The President also focused
on the early commencement of
development activities in the
Eastern and Western terminals
of Colombo Port at this meeting.

The discussion also focused
on identifying and acquiring
lands for development projects
and construction of housing pro-
jects targeting low middle and
upper income groups.

It was also discussed at this
meeting to build housing units
with all amenities targeting
those coming from overseas for
long-term stays. These housing
units are to be given to them on
a rental basis.

The President directed the
officials to start all projects and
construction of  large build-
ings in the Colombo city and

COLOMBO PORTTO BE
FURTHER DEVELOPED

adjacent areas which have heen
stopped due to various reasons
alter having discussions with
the relevant parties.

It was also discussed to expe-
dite the construction of the road
network connecting the Colom-
bo city and several other cit-
ies. The President emphasized
the environmental safeguards
should be observed in all devel-
opment projects.

The President has earlier
stressed the need for a new
economic model for Sri Lanka,
post-COVID 19. The Presiden-
tial Task Force in charge of
Economic Revival and Poverty
Eradication has been entrusted
with the responsibility of formu-
lating a new economic model to
achieve this objective. President
Rajapaksa directed that the Task
Force should prepare economic

-22-

LOCAL CAPITAL
FOR PROJECTS

plans with specified targets in
different areas. The President
has pointed out that [oreign
investment and exports should
he priority areas, which would
also help the country to refrain
from containing foreign loans to
a greal extent.

He has noted that agriculture,
local industry and manufacture
(including apparel), high-end
tourism, higher education and
indigenous medicine should be
given prominence in such an eco-
nomic model. Import substitution
was also discussed at length.

Ministry Secretaries, offi-
cials representing the institu-
tions coming under the Urban
Development Authority, Road
Development Authority, Board
of Investment and Sri Lanka
Ports Authority participated in
this meeting.
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HIP helps Hambantota District General

Hospital to prevent spread of COVID-19

==
B§ AMBULANCE

223

On a request made to the
Hambantota International Port Group
{HIPG) the port donatad mmuch needed
Porsonal Protective Equipment (PPE) to
the Diztrict General Hospital in
Hambantota, during the months of
March and April.

5200 surgical face masks and gloves,
500 Moo masks, and 50 Personal
Protective Suits were handed over by
port afficials recently, to D Suranga
Ubeysekara, Medical Director of the
District General Hospital.

Tizsa Wickramasinghe, Chisf
Operating Officer of HIPG,
Yongzhuang Li, Designate General
Manager - Policy & Strategy Planning,
Jeevan Premasara, General Manager
HR and members of the management of
HIPG were present at the occasion.

The District General Hospital of
Hambantota 1s 2 screening center for
COVID-19 infections and has a separate
ward to treat patients,
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PRESIDENT Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has Instrocted
officlals to focus on rapid
development of several
main cithes in the conntry,
Including Colombo,

A discnssion fecused on
Infrastructure and urban

President spearheads urban development drive

Presldent
Gotabaya Rajapaksa

development was held on
Monday at the Presidential

Becretariat with the par-
theipation of minkstry sec-
retaries, officials of the
Instituelons amiliamwd to
the Urban Development
Authority (UDA). Road
Development Authority
{RDA}), Board of Invesiment
(BO1) and Sl Lanka Ports
Authority (SLEAL

With the resumption to
normaley, the President
pointed our it was neces-
sary to peoperate the deyval.
opment activitles which

ware interrupted dus o the
CONTDEI0 pandemice.

He also emphasised on the
nesd to initlate ew devel
opment activities to attract
Forelgn DMrect Investment
(FDIs) Instedad of seeking
forelgn loons, During the dis-
cussion, President stressed
omt the need to fastdrack both
East and West terminals of
Cobombo Port in the limmesdd-
e fniupe,

The President also
Instructed the officials 1o

-24-

resume all the large.seale
buflding constructbon and
development work in the
clty of Colombo, which have

bewn discontinued due o

VArIHUE PRARONE, 1N coTssiin.
tlon with relevant parties.

A decislon was reached
1o expedite the work of the
proposed romd network cone
necting Coloanba and other
clties,

It was also proposed o use
unutilised lands on either
side of the roads for eco-

Iriendly cultivation activi
thes,

In acilition, a mechanism
o Ercilitate acquiring lands
for development projects is
well as construction of hous-
o5 for low, middle and high
meonye fumilies was also dis
cilased,

The possibility of con-
structing housing schemes
with all amenities and rent-
g them out to the migrants
wis also exploved.

Secretary (o the Preskdent
Di BB, Jayasundera was
also present at the diseus-
Shon.
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President instructs to focus on
rapld velnpmentmmam cities

nﬂidem

: ._ _:{. ucture r-' e .-
Presidential Secretar mmtyufmy:% of East
hﬁxﬂhywﬁhth&pﬂﬁﬂpﬂmm

of Ministry Secretaries, officials ~ Colombo Port umretﬁaﬂ'f.

of the entities affiliated to the The nature of t ml_:chanlsm
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Eztefaes for mntamerssmkatht

Several containers remained mmwm:u
stuck at the Colfimba part aler St et These containers had hindesed
curfew was in force in Colombo. part operations and therefore these

Sri Lanka Ports Authority, cmma%mslnﬂbetlearedas
Additional Managing Director Upali s00n as possible, he added.
Deﬁ!ﬂbﬂﬂ!ﬂaﬂyﬁﬂwthitﬂt The containers had been placed

) by the atﬂlt(nimhlnternaum

nt to clear the containers Container Terminal (C ET],#
expiredonMay7andalatefee  Containes Terminal (I South
would now be charged. Asia

It has been suggested to double
the if late fees were not paid
within days, he said. ;

 He further said that there were vehicle spare pans ’Impnrh!d Iu
already around 15,000 containersand  individuals and others. =

-y
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_
SLPA looks to go digital to up efflclancy, curh corruption

1 SLPA Chairman General Daya
Ratnayake says employees
resisting ]

M Says alarge portion of
workforee not ready to work ina
computerised environment

u Says politicised and unionised
workforce has crippled
efficiency and effectivenass

W ByShabiya Al Ahlam

The Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
yesterday stressed the urgent need for the
entity to go digital but said it is faced with a

major hurdle in doing
80, a8 ils workforce is
resisting the changes in
that direction.

With the COVID-19
pandemic continuing
to challenge the manner
in which businesses
across the world operate,
SLPA Chairman General
{Retd.) Dava Ratnayake
warned that if the necessary MT are not inken
o move the operations on 1o a digital platform,
it is likely to that the major sea port operations
will not survive,

Although the need to make the
transformation 15 acknowledged to be
mandatory for survival and growth, the SLPA

Daya Iimnarﬁ

nmﬁmmﬂhtﬂmdmdh

ovemight
ﬁmmmwmmmm
m&mmmwﬂm ientify

areas first and the remadies for the same.

nired 10 change

the Inefficient md
e ....ﬁmm
required, hessid.

-29-

chief termed the dlglttsatlon journey of the
Colombo port as “awkward™,

“The story is awkward, Our workforee is
still largely dependent on paperwork. Many
segments of the workforce have been by
and large politicised and unionised, thus
crippling the efficiency and effectiveness of
the port as a commercial organisation,’ said
Rauﬂyakcwhﬂcspeukmgoutheirrmclsohhr
coronavirus on the shipping i

He added that a large pmportlon of
the workforce is not ready to work in a
coimputerised environment, which leads to
corruption and malpractices, ““There has been
na visionary strategic plan throughout. Instead,
ad hoc pelicies and procedures have been
practised from time to time, to deal with the

REON P14

day-to-day operations. | MOREGN P14
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SLPA launches guideline for eradi

The Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) launched
its ‘Guideline for
Eradicating COVID-19" on
14 May, to maintain the
safety of all those
efficiently and effectively
involved In the port's
operations. The launch
event was held at the
Mahapola Ports and
Maritime Academy
{MPMA), under the
patronage of SLPA
Chairman, General Daya
Ratnayake.

Expressing views on the
prevention of the COVID-
19 pandemic, General
Ratnayake said that since
the outbreak of the virus,
much before its arrival in
Sri Lanka, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
recognised the
seriousness of the health
issue.

“The situation has now
been managed
successiully, but the
epidemic has given rise to
lasting challenges that

The first copy of the SLPA Guideline for Eradicating COVID-19 Pand

SLPA Chairman, General Daya Ratnayake

require collective support
to be overcome. This s not
something that can be
done by an individual or a
specilic group: we all have
the same responsibility to
overcome prevailing

challenges due to this
pandemiec,” he said.

He also said it was
imperative to expedite the
process for the future
development of the port,
"The port is the heart of

-30-

I ||r Ir T

ie being pre d to

the nation, the pivotal
centre of the country. We
have many challenges and
opportunities as a result
of this pandemic. To seize
those opportunities, we
have to work together with

c_ating COVID-19

the utmaost dedication,” he
added. Addressing the
gathering, to brief the
objectives of the SLPA
Guideline for Eradicating
COVID-19. SLPA
Additional MD, Upali de
Zoysa said that by
following this guideline,
the institution's foremost
objective was (o ensure
the safety of the SLPA and
all those involved in the
operations ol the ports.

The first copy of the
SLPA Guideline for
Eradicating COVID-19
was presented to the SLPA
Chairman. On the advice
of the top management
and divisional heads, the
guideline was prepared by
a team of higher Executive
Officers of the SLIPA,
headed by Additional MD,
Upali de Zoysa. SLPA MD,
Captain Athula
Hewavitharana and
several other senior
officials of the SLPA were
also present at the
occasion.
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Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 18-05-2020

SLPA launches guideline
foreradicating COVID-19

3R1I Lanka Ports
Authorlty’s Guldeline for
Eradicating COVID-18 was
launched on 14 May, to
maintain the safety of all
those affictently and effec.
tvely involved In the pores
operations. The event was
held at the Mahapola Ports
and Marltime Academy
(MPMA) under the patron.
age of General Dava
Ratnayake, Chalrman
of the 3rl Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA).

Expressing views on the
management of the COVID-
19 pandemic, which has
been handled successfully
50 far in Srl Lanka, SLPA
Chalrman General Daya
Rainayake sald that since
the outbreak of the viras,
much before its arrival in
5rl Lanka, the President
had recognised the serious
ness of the health lssue
“The situation has now been
managed successfully, but
the pandemic has present.
ed long-lasting challenges.
Collectlve support is very
important to overcome such
challenges, This i3 not sorme.
thing that can be done by
an individual or a specific
group. We all have the same
responsibility to overcome
prevalling challenges due to
this pandemic,» he satd.

He also sald that it was
imperative to expedite
the process for the future
development of the port.
“The port is the heart of the
nation, the pivotal centre of
the country. We have many
challenges and opportani-

Chairman of S Lanka

B e
Parts Authority (SLPA) General Days

Ratnayake sddreszing the gathering at the launch of the "SLPA
Guideline for Eradicating COVID-19

[ i
SLPA executive officers who panicipated in the preparation of the “SLPA Guideline for Eradicating
COVID-19 with SLPA Chairman General Daya Ratnayake

thes as a result of this pan-
demic. To saize those oppor-
mnities, we have to work
together with the utmost
dedication,” he added. He
#lsosald that the support of

all is an essential require-
ment at the very moment.
Addressing the gather-
ing to brief on the objec-
tives of the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority's Guideline for

-33-

The first copy of the 'SLPA Guideling for Eradicating COVID-19
being presented 1o Sri Lanka Poris saharity (SLPA) Chairman

General Daya Ratnayake

Eradicating COVID-19,
SLPA Additional Managing
Mrector Upall de Zoysa
sald that the Institution’s
foremost objective was 1o
ensure the safety of the

5ri Lanka Ports Authorlty
(SLPA) and all those
involved in the operations
of the ports.

The fArst copy of the Sri
Lanka Ports Authority's
Guideline for Eradicating
COVID-19 was presented to
SLPA Chalrman General
Daya Ratnayake. On the
advice of the top manage-
ment and divisional heads,
the puldeline was prepared
by & team of higher execu.-
tive officers of the SLPA,
headed by SLPA's Additional
Managing Director Upall
de Zoysa. SLPA Managing
Director Captaln Athula
Hewavitharana and saveral
other senlor officials of the
authority were also present
on the oocasion.
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SL exploring crew
transfers via Galle Port

A new forex earner if done right
By MARIO ANDREE

To utilise Sri Lanka's proximity to one of the busiest
shipping routes in the world, the Government is
considering developing the Galle Harbour in the Southern
Provinee.

The Galle Port, with its unique position and layout was
originally planned to be developed as a Yacht Marina Zone,
facilitating sailors who enjoy travelling the world by their
own boats.

Recently, the Navy assisted one such vessel that was
stranded at sea, with two travellers aboard left unable to
procure resources due to the worldwide COVID-19
lockdowns. However, with many vessels seeking
assistance to return their sailors to their respective
countries, due to many nations refusing to grant them
entry over fears of COVID-19. Sri Lanka is considering
exploring the option of crew transfers as a novel foreign
exchange eamer.

According to shipping companies, more than 300 trade
vessels sall in close proximity to Galle Port daily, and
regular transfers of sailors happen.

If Sri Lanka is to utilise this opportunity, the country can
benefit with inereased foreign exchange earnings, they
said, During a discussion, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
explored the possibility of Sri Lankan youth finding
employment in international shipping companies.

According to him, if the country manages to double its
workforce in the industry, it could easily increase foreign
exchange eamnings from the sector.

According to statistics, Sri Lankan saflors contribute
more than US$ 300 million to the national economy every
year. i 3. 5
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