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Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 28-04-2020

SLPA to incur overall revenue

drop of Rs. 2.5

THE Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
yvesterday predicted a Rs. 2.5 billion or
50% drop in its overall in revenue this
month given the COVID-19 pandemle.

“Considering the current situation,
we are expecting a 50% drop in our
overall revenue this month compared
to last vear, which is about Hs. 2.5 bil-
lion,™ SLPA Chalrman General Dava
Ratnayake told Daily F'T.

He also said that the TEUs handled
at Colombo Port dropped 22% vear-to-
date. Regardlazzs of the downward situ-
ation, the number of vessels calling at
the port has increazsed by 2.2% during
the first fonr months.

The Chalrman zald the targets previ-
ously cutlined would be revisad in the
coming months.

Az shipping waz announced as an
essential service during the ongoing
COVID-19 crisis, almast all person-
nel at the SLPA were called for work

0 In April

Singapore’s PSA, container
freight operators warn of
congestion at Indian ports

HEW DELHI/CHENMNAI (Reutars):
Singapore's PSA International and Indlan
container frelght operators have warned the
Indian Gowvernment thal s order Lo waive
container storage charges during the corona-
wirus lockdown could lead (o port congestion,
letters seen by Reuters showed.

India's Ministry of Shipping asked ports
o allow fress storage of containers as parl of
relief measures o BAse PrESELNE ON COMa-
nies hit by logislics restrictions because of

India’s nationwide lockdown. m

it resulted In an additional cast in
providing transport during curfew,
food, sterilisation of the premises and

health gear. m

-10-

SLPA to...

“The COVID-19 pandemic has really put
almost all economies navigating in unchart-
ed waters, but amidst the challenges we at
SLPA aremanaging to stay afloat,” Ratnayake
acdded.

MNoting that there had been some issues
with storage with both Colombo and
Hambantota reaching full capacities,
Ratnavake sald all concernad stakeholders
had now oo infior med (o orovide necessary

arrangements to clear the goods from the
ports.

“We understand that it s a diffieuls to clear
the goods with lmitations on mobility in the
country Thereby, we have now made arrange-
ments with the relevant anthorities and
financial institutions to assist the Inporters
in clearing the containers and vehicles that
are stuck at port premises,” he added

Whilet most of the importers had adhered
to clearing their goods, he said LC cargo
importers’ responze had not been adequate
given the situation.

Ratnayake also commended the support
sxtendad by Sri Lanka Cuztoms Department
in clearing out the cargo, Accordingly, with
minor staff the department has heen able to
clear around 1AM contadners on a dadly basis,
which s almost B0% to 20% of its capacity on
aregular day

The Chairman called on for self-discipline,
right attitnde and tolerance during these dif
ficnlt times, as business and work processes
may not funetion as usual. "Everyone nesds
to corporate to overcome the difficultics we
are faced with. It is not limited toa particular
sector o person; we all are in this togethen
Those at public and private institations are
alzo working beyvond the normal risk factors
and therefore the tolerance levels and right
mindset will alloar us In a winawin sitation,”™
he pointed out,
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Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 29-04-2020

SLPA extends
occupancy charge
waiver till 7 May

ON top of the demurrage free period, Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) has extend-
ed the occupancy charges till 7 May for all
ports, as arelief measure to the import trade
and shipping community

To ensure continuous operation at all
ports SLPA has instructed SAGT and CICT
to offer related concession from 14 April to 7
May to all consignees.

Only basic occupational rent will be
charged at terminals for all imported local
TEUs. The terminals of JCT and UCT of
SLPA, terminals of the SAGT and CICT will
act accordingly.

Previously, occupancy charges were
waived-off treating as holidays in the system

from 7 March to 14 April.

-12-

SLPA...

Occupancy charges are the rent col-
lected by the SLPA for keeping containers
and cargo inside the port.

With the outbreak of COVID-19 in the
island, institutions related to operating
import and export consignments faced
many difficulties with limited access to
mobility. As aresult, all terminals and
warehouses such as SAGT and CICT
reached their maximum capacities. This
has further created obstacles for the
continuity of port operations and space
required for positioning of containers and
cargo at terminals and warehouses within
the port.

Occupancy charges waiver was given
as arelief measure to companies due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Given this difficult period we extended
our fullest cooperation to all the stakehold-
ers. However, going forward from 8 May,
there is no room for us to provide such
concessions and the penal duties will be
charged,” SLPA Chairman Major General
Daya Ratnayake told the Daily FT.

The economic cost of the decision is yet
to be assessed, he said. (Cde3)
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Imported vehicles in the yard at Hambantota
International Port

H'tota Port
concerned by slow
vehicle clearance

M Over 5,700 vehicles to be cleared
before 30 April deadline

THE clearance of cars at the Hambantota
Port is slow, and the port is concerned they
will not meet the 30 April deadline for clear-
ing imported vehicles.

“No vehicles were cleared over the week-
end, and the number cleared on Monday
was 203 while port dues have been paid for
425 chassis, which we hope would leave the
port soon. We cannot understand why they
are not clearing the vehicles on time, as the
demurrage waiver period is ending soon,”
said Hambantota International Port Group
(HIPG) COO Tissa Wickremasinghe.

Port officials say that clearance applica-
tions received yesterday were for only 220
chassis, and 5,755 vehicles are still lIying in
their yard awaiting clearance.

H'tota...

The port had previously informed
vehicle importers that demurrage
costs incurred from 16 March to 30
April 2020 will be waived off. They
also communicated instructions
by the Sri Lanka Police and HIP
on cargo clearance procedures to
wharf clerks and vehicle importers
associations to ensure their health
and safety, as well as the health
and safety of the people who live
near the port.

The Hambantota Wharf Clerks
Association has acknowledged the
measures taken by HIP by letter,
placing on record their apprecia-
tion of the entire staff of the port,
for the safety measures taken in
the pandemic’s midst, and for
the understanding and support

-13-

extended by the port, especially
where operational matters were
concerned.

Hambantota International Port
(HIP) officials reiterate that all facil-
ities are working round the clock
to speed up clearance, including
Sri Lanka Customs who are open
for business even on weekends.
HIP’s document centre is also
operational and HIP has enabled
shipping lines to carry out online
payments and transfers for steve-
doring and navigational bills and
also plans to implement online
payment for customers who clear
the vehicles at HIPG. The e-DO
facility for customers will com-
mence on 1 May to quicken the
clearance process, making it more
convenient and minimise human
interactions.
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Newspaper - Daily News

learing of Vehicles from Hambantota Port slow

The clearance of cars at the Hunbantota
Pout a5 slow, and the port is concerned thar
thiey would not et the Apnl 3t deadline
for clearng mmponted vehicles,

“No wehicles were eleared over the week-
end. and the mumber cleared on Monday was
203 while port dues have been pad fos 425
chassis, which we hope would leave te post
soaqe We canmod umderstand whiy they ane
wol clearing the vehicles om tie, as the
demmtirmge wanver penasd 15 ending soon,”
savs Tissa Wickremasinghe, COO, HIPG.

Por officials say that clearance applica-
toms secerved today are for only 220 chassis,
and 5.755 vehicles ave sl lving i e
vard avaiting clearanee.

The port had previoushy informed vehicle
importers that demmurage costs incured from
e 16 March 2020 to the 30 Apnl 2020 will
D waivest oL They also comnumigated
instruetions by the S Lanka Police and HIP
on cargo clearance procedures to wharf
elerks and velausle nuporters assoaations to
ensuze thear health anc safery, as well as the

health and safery of the people who live near
the port

The Hamibaitots Whart Clerks Association
lias ackuowledzed the measures taken by
HIP by letter. placing on record their appre-
clation of the entire staff of the port, for the
safety nicasures taken in e pandemic’s
wnacdst, aud for the understanding and supgport
extended by the port, especially wlere oper-
ational matters were concer

HIP efficials reiterate that all facilities are
working roued fe clock to speed up clear-

-15-

Date - 29-04-2020

ance, inchsding Sri Lanka Customs who are

open for business even on woekends, H
docthent center is als operationsl aud HIP
lias emabled shipping lines to camy o online
pavimets and transfers for stevedoring and
nnvigaiional balls and also plans to imple-
nint enling payment for custonrers who
clear the velueles a1 HIPG. ¢ DO faeilary for
customers will commience on May 1, to
quicken the clearnnce process, making it
e convenient and mamnmnize hanan e
EHES




CLIPPINGS &

Newspaper - Daily Mirror

3,753 vehicles still lying in port
yard awaiting clearance

"Demurrage waiver period set
to expire on Apri 30

The clearance of cars at the Hambantota
Port is slow, and the port is concerned that
they would not meet the April 30th deadline
for clearing imported vehicles.

"No wehicles were cleared over the
weekend, and the number cleared on
Monday was 203 while port dues have been
paid for 425 chassis, which we hope would

icle clearing at Hambantota Port slow

Date - 29-04-2020

icave the port soon. “We cannot understand
why they are not clearing the vehicles on
time, as the demurrage waiver period is to
end soon,” said Tissa Wickremasinghe,
COO. HIPG.

Port officials said that clearance
applications reccived yesterday were only
for 220 chassis, and 5,755 vehicles are still
lying in their yard awaiting clearance.

The port had previously informed
vehicle importers that demurrage costs
meurred from March 16, 2020 to the April

30 2020 will be waived off
| MOREONP13|

Vehicle clearing..

They alsa communicated i by the Sri Lanka
Pulice and KIP on cargo clearance procedures to wharf
clerkx and vehicle importers associations to enswre both
their heaith and safety, 2s well as the health and safety
of the people who live near the pert

mmmmmmbﬁw
acknowdedged by measures taken by HIP,
placing on record their appreciation of the enfire staff
of the port, for the safety measures taken in the midst
of the pandemic, and for the understanding and support
extended by the port, especially where operational
meatiers were Concemed,

HIP officials reiterate that all facilities are
warking round the clock to speed up clearance,
including 3ri Lanka Customs who are open for
business even on weekends.

HiP's document center i aiso cperational and HIP has
enzbied shipping lines to cany out online payments and
transfers for stevedoring znd ravigational bills and alsy
pians to implement online payment for customers whe
clear the vehicles al HIPE

e-00 facility for customers will commence on May
1 to guicken the clesrance process, making it mare
convenient 2nd lo minimize human interactions.

-16-
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Newspaper - Daily FT  Date - 30-04-2020

SLPA eyes luring COVID-19-
hit ships to anchor in SL ports

B Anchorage facilities

being mulled by
SLPA for vessels

B Confident of earming
much needed forex

B SLPA predicts Rs.
2.5 b drop in revenue
this month

By CHARUMINI DE SILva

WITH regional ports
closed, the 5ri Lanka Ports

SLPA Chalrman
Maj. Gen. Daya Ratnayake

Authority (SLPA). as part of
new business development, is
planning to encourage berth-

ing of ships.

SLPA ...

“We are consldering on ventur-
ing into anchorage facilities for the
wvessels that are in the sea due to the
closure of ports in the reglon,” SLEA
Chairman Maj. Gen. Daya Ratnayake
told the Daily FT.

He said it was important to think
smart and look how challenges can
also be converted into new opportu-
nities,

“Currently thers are many ves-
sels in the surrounding sea, which is
actually very costly for the shipping
lines. These cargo vessels thereby
can be facilitated at Port of Colombo
for anchorage, Allowing such busi-
ness at this point is eritical to earn
forelgn exchange given the difficul-
thes the entire world is faced with,”
he sabd,

Ratnayvake sald the SLPA is con.
stantly looKing at short, medinm
and long-term revival strategies to
ensure that the institution remains a
key contributor to the esonomy:

“Coronavirus has caused demand
o fall lower and remain at lower ley-
els for much longer than in a nsual
yvear. Therefore, looking at new busi-
nesses opportunities s eritical at
this point.,” he added. The Chairman
sald SLPA predicts Re. 2.5 billion or
50% drop in its overall revenue this
month due to the COVID-19 pandem-
i,
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He noted thiat once the cargo that is
currently being clearsd at port prem-
ises will also allow more space and
Facilities for new business apportuni-
ties,

“A recovery alse could be in the
cards for the contalner sector, with
the weekly number of large con-
tainership journeys originating in
China now golng back up. Now many
sectors are showing recent Pecover-
les in demand, which should lead to
improvements in the markets,” he
said.

However, he sald the situation
developing daily s so critical to
keep a careful and regular eve on the
evolving demand data.

“We need to make sure that local
ports and terminals are Kept open
for business. By saying that we rec-
ognise that naturally there is a glohal
need for containing the spread and
wi need vo deal with it in a sensible
manner in order t0 make sure that
food and goods are keépt Nowing wo
where 1t 13 needed because that 1s
hasically where shipping lands a 1ife.
lime to the global public,” Ratnayake
stressed.
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