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Gehian de Silvi Wijeverstne writes an the
Impartance of ivoving tlee shipping lanes south
of Sri Lanka to ensure the safety of fishermmen,
whabes and whake warching boms
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Soaring high as an engineering
featand beacon of spirituality

One of Colombe's beast vislied lendmarks the Sri Sambadhi Vinaraya in Forl. mmsmamemfial;;
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Trincomalee Poi'tvi.:o "
] with might
navigation, 24-hour operations

double capaci

n keeping with Ports, Shipping and

Southern Development Minister

Sagala Ratnayaka's promise to install
night navigation at the Trincomalee Port
before the end of this year, the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA) says it has
successfully completed the project.
* Trincomalee Harbour - a natural deep-
water harbour - is considered the fifth
largest natural harbour in the world.

Night navigation was installed at the
Trincomalee Harbour with the assistance
of Japan, u long-standing strategic
partner of Sri Lanka, Japan helped the
project with JPY 1 billion grant,

“This enables the Trincomalee
Harbour to handle deep drafts and
doubles its capacity. This also makes
the port operq,lt:ma] 24 hours,” Minister
Ratnayaka said, commenting on the
outcome of the project.

“This weuld not have been possible

wilhout the invaluable assistance of

Japan, | extend my sincere gratitude to
thiem,™ he added.

During the implementation of the
project, two 500 KW gencerators have
been installed at the jetty and the yard

of the Trincomalee port in order Lo
facilitate night navigation, While Japan
provided the light equipment, the Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) invested
close to Rs.80 million to construct
radar towers,

A senior SLPA official said Japan
also provided the Trincomalee Port
with u pilot boat aiming to improve
efficiency of the port. Pilot boat is a
type of boat used to transport maritime
pilots between land and the inbound or
outbound ships that they ure piloting,

Ratnayaka said installing night

4-

navigation would be the beginning of a
new ehapter for Trincomalee Port, which
suffered due to the long-drawn civil war
in the country.

“The National Ports Master Plan
lays out a comprehensive development
plan for the Trincomalee Port and
we will tap into its full potentinl, The
ares around the Trincomalee will be
identified and developed as an export
hub,” the mimister explained. “The
Trincomalee Port is well-positioned to
handle dry bulk cargo for the country.
Especially with the planned corridor

Date - 04-11-2019

development and rail connections,
the port can emerge as important
dry bulk and general cargo port. The
establishment of a refinery and power
stations would create an additional
node in Sri Lanka's industrial
development,” he added.

He snid the night operations at
the Galle Port are also expected to
commence soon. In addition to the
night navigation project in Galle, steps
will be taken to develop it as a leisure
port and n major tourist attraction in the
Southern pravince.
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Trinco Port set to double capacity with night navigation, 24-hour operations

In ln—m; with Porgs, !ihqh
ping ond Southen Developmest
Miniaer S‘..m.qh Il‘.uun.-ll'\_r.'\l.i'-
peomise 1o install night mavigs-
tion at the Trmcomalo: Por
before the end of this year, the
Sri Lanka Ports Auihooiy
[SLPAD sy It hes mccessfally
pompleiod the progect.

T Trincomalkee Horbour, o
nanaal deep-water barbor
conssdered the fith larpes noty-
ral harbor in the workd

Night mavigation was
kertalhed ot the Triimcomales b
boc with the ssslsasds of Japan,

# losgwamiling armcglc pat-
ner-of Sri Lenka Japan
h:lpmh'hp prapest with IPY ]
billkon grase.

“This mabies the Trinco
malee harbour 1o hasdle deep
drals and douhbes s capaci-
ty. This alee makes the port
operational 24 hours,” Mink-
lar Ramayaka sisl. comment-
g on the oucome of the pro-
.
“This would nol have been
pessible without the mvalaehle
msistance of Japan. | sxend my
sinore pratiiude to them,™ Rat-

nayaka added. During the
irmplememntion of e projee:,
o SO0 KW gencratons have
bezn msialled m e ity mnd
e yard of #e Frscomales port
Im onder to (i iliae night navi-
gation. While Japan peovided

the light cquipenent, the Sn
Lanks Pors Amthoriy (SLPA)
Eavested closs o Ra, B0 ealle
lion b0 construet fadar iowers,
A i SLPA offickal wid
Japan also provided the Trn-
cmmahoe ot with a pilos boal
aiming bo Fmprove efficiency
of e pon. Piket boat i 0
type af hoat used 1o transpon
narisme pilois herween lamd
el (e knbound of outhogd
ships that they are piloting
Ratasyaka siid installing
night nay lgatbon wuuld be ike
beginning of a new chaptir for

Trisscoamalee potr, which wal-
Bered due o the oag: dmwn
gdll war bn the COUNERY,

“The Kational Poris Maser
Plan Liys out a oomprobomsdve
develapment plan Sor the Trin-
comnalee port and we will tap
into fts full poteniial, The ares
arvuned the Trincomalkee will be
identified and developed as an
expat hub,™ the Minister
caplamed.

“Thee Trincomakes pori is
well-postioned to hamdhe doy
btk cargos for e coumiry.
Espochally with the planned oor-

wador develapment s sl con-
mections, e PO CIE GMETEE 85
imparin dry balc and gencesl
cango port. The establishment af’
a refinery smil power stations
wiould ereate on additional node
in Sl Lanka's midustria] devel.
opment,” he odided.

He said the might vperations
at the Galke Port are sbo
expevicd lo commenoe soon. [n
additken o the nigh navigadon
project in Culle, sieps will be
token 10 develop it @ & leisume
o and o mapor 1UEis) i
thoa in the Southom province.
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Hambantota Port records
notable growth in cargo and
vehicle handling

u Total cargo handling
records 127% growth:

vehicla handing grows 61%

mMattala airport lags behind.
passenger movement
drops 49%

The Hambantota Port has
recorded a notable growth in tems
of cango and vehicle handling this
year while Mattala Rajapaksa
International Airport (MRIA) has
seen fewer mtemational aircrafi
and

According toe the Central
Bank's latest publication titled
Highlights of 2019 and Prospects
for 2020°, during the first ninc
months of 2019, total cargo

handling at the Hambantota Pont
registered a growth of 127.1
percent to 797,672 mt, as against
351,202 mt recorded in the
corresponding period, in 2018,

The number of vehicles handled
by the Hambantota Port recorded a
growth of 61.4 percent o 281,072,
largely supported by increased
transshipment vehicle handiing,
which registered an expansion of
146.4 percent 1o 254,722 during
the first nine months of 2019,

Vehicle handling for domestic
purposes at the Hambantota Port
however declined sharply by 62 8
percent to 26,350 vehicles during
the first nine months of 2019, from
70,782 vehicles recorded in the
same period, i the Vi L

L MGREGN P4

Hambantota Port...

The reduction in Hhitf&fhdling was

primarily due to the policy measures
taken by both the government and Central
Bank to curtail the imports of motor
vehicles in 2018.

Meanwhile, international flights handled
by MRIA declined to 88 during the first six
months of the year, from 247 in the same
period in the preceding year.

Passenger movements at MRIA also
decreased by 49.2 percent to 1,289
while there was no cargo handling at MRIA
during the first half of 2019,

The reduction in total passenger movement
was mainly due to low international aircraft
movements at MRIA and limited scating
capacity of domestic aircraft that
through MRIA.
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Trinco Port gets
night navigation

I To operate 24 hours henceforth 1 Set to double its capacity with

The Sri Lanka Ports Authority [SLPA)
says it has succeasfully installed night
navigation at the Trincomalee Port, in
keeping with Ports, Shipping and
Southem Development Mindster Sagala
Ratnayaka's promise to do so before
the end of this year. Trincomalee
Harbour — a natural deep-water
harbour — is considered the fifth
largest natural harbour In the world.

Night navigation was installed with
the assistance of Japan, a long-
standing strategic pariner of Sri Lanka,
and Japan helped the project with JPY
a one billion grant.

“This enables the Trincomalee
Harbour to handle deep drafts and
douhbles its capacity. This also makes
the port operational 24 hours,”
Minister Ratnayvaka sald, adding that
this would not have been possible
without the invaluable assistance of

Japan. During the implementation of
the project, two 500 KW generators
have been installed at the Jetty and the
yard of the Trincomales Port In order to
facilitate night navigation. While Japan
provided the light equipment, the SLPA
invested close to Rs B0 million to
construct radar towers. A senfor SLPA
official satd Japan also provided the
Trincomalee Port with a pllot boat
alming to improve efficiency of the port.
Pilot boat is a type of boat used to
transport maritdme pliota between land
and the inbound or outhound ships
that they are plloting.

Minister Ratnayvaka said that
installing night navigation would be the
beginning of a new chapter for the
Trincomalee Port. which suffered due
io the long-drawn civil war in the
country.

“The National Ports Masier Plan lays

out a comprehenstee development plan
for the Trincomalee Port and we will tap
into its full potential. The area around
the Trincomalee will be identified and
developed as an export hub, The
Trncomalee Port is well- positioned to
handle dry bulk cargos for the country.
Especially with the planned cornidor
development and rail connections, the
port can emerge as important dry bulk
and geneml cargo port. The
establishment of a refinery and power
stations would create an additional
node in Sri Lanka's industrial
development,” the Minlster added.

He further sald that the night
operations at the Galle Port are also
expected to be commenced soon. In
addition to the night navigation project
In Galle, steps will be taken to develop
it as a lelsure port and a major tourist
attraction in the Southem Province,
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Trincomalee Port set to double capacity with

night navigation and 24-hour operations

IM keeping with Ports,
Shipping and Southern
Development Minister Sagala
Ratnawvaka's promise to
install night navigation at the
Trincomalee Porl before the
end of this vear, the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA) says it
has successfully completed the
project.

Trincomalee Harbour — a
natural deep-water harbour -
is considered the fifth largest
natural harbour in the world.

MNight navigation was
installed at the Trincomalee
Harbour with the assistance
of Japan, a long-standing stra-
tegic partner of Sri Lanka.
Japan helped the project with
JPY 1 billion grant.

“This enables the
Trincomalee Harbour to han-
dledeep drafts and doubles its
capacity, This also makes the
port operational 24 hours,”
Minister Ratnayaka said, com-
menting on the outcome of the
project.

“This would not have been
possible without the invalu-
able assistance of Japan. I

—

extend my sincere gratitude to
them,” Ratnayaka added,

During the implementation
af the project, two 500 KW gen-
erators have been installed at
the jetty and the yard of the
Trincomalee Port in order to
facilitate night navigation.
While Japan provided the
light equipment, SLPA invest-
ed close to Rs. 80 million to
construct radar towers.

A senior SLPA official
said Japan also provided the
Trincomales Port with a pilof

boart aiming to improve elTi-
ciency of the port. Pilot boat
is a type of boat used to trans-
port maritime pilots between
land and the inbound or out-
bound ships that they are
piloting.

Ratnayaka said installing
night navigation would be the
beginning of a new chapter
for Trincomalees Port, which
suffered due to the long-drawn
civil war in the countey.

“The National Ports Master
Plan lays out a comprehen-

sive development plan for the
Trincomal ee Port and we will
tap into its full potential. The
area around Trincomalee will
be identified and developed as
an export hub,” the Minister
explained.

“The Trincomalee Port
is well-positioned to han-
dle dry bulk cargos for the
country. BEspecially with the
planned corridor develop-
ment and rail connections,
the port can emerge a5 an
important dry bulk and gen-

eral cargo port. The estab-
lishment of a refinery and
power stations would create
an additional node in Sri
Lanka’s industrial develop-
ment,” he added.

IHe said the night opera-
tions at the Galle Port are
also expected to commence
soon. In addition to the night
navigation project in Galle,
sieps will be taken to devel-
op it as a leisure port and a
major tourist attraction in
the Southern Provines,



CLIPPINGS &

QoD - Cods Eme - 2019-11-01
‘mﬂuﬁ
| ddace
DD

& pubs emimosh
5D oxiby Sle® ssdebo
Spgplams o=k SadBe
gl Bdsa, mifs =
(S8  @flls gqoc
i@ ddmeem  Someed
gumnolBearivae (6) cod
8300 ol ’

Bcha el qeoddae
oo e84 wermD Hocln
god mbm = eqmed
HeocBul cbSs A5 smasl
D minsw-0ao ofal,




CLIPPINGS ©

Newspaper - Daily FT Date - 06-11-2019

From left: Colombo Dockyard Legal Consultant/Company Secretary
Manori Mallikarachchie, Chief Operating Officer K.B.P. Fernando,
Chairman H. Tanaka, Managing Director/CEO D.V. Abeysinghe,
HIPG Chief Operating Officer Tissa Wickremasinghe, General
Manager — Port Related Industries Tim Xiao, Senior Manager —
Commercial and Marketing Ranjith Withanawasm. Back Row:
Colombo Dockyard Senior Engineer — Marketing and Estimating
Amila Rukshan, Head of Marketing = Ship Repairs Darshana
Chandrasekera, and HIPG Senior Manager — Commercial and
Marketing Chandula Rambukwella

Colombo Dockyard signs
agreement to set up office at HIPG
Maritime Center — Hambantota

COLOMBO Dockyvard Lanka is expected to bring
(CDPLC) inked an agree- in much needed foreign
ment with Hambantota exchange to the Sri Lankan
International Port Group economy Thus expanding
Ltd. (HIPG), to open an the ship repair footprint in
office at the HIPG *Maritime Sri Lanka to the deep south

Centre’ on 1 November of the island, continuing our
The strategic maritime odysseyof excellence,
location of Hambantota, in Present for the signing

close proximily to the key of the agreement sign-
maritime routes, will allow ing from HIPG Chief
Colombo Dockyard to offer Operating Officer Tissa
afloat repair services to a Wickremasinghe, General
multitude of vessels calling Manager Port Related
for transhipment, bunkering Industries Tim Xiao, COO
and other operations and ded- Chandula Rambukwella,
lcated afloat repairs. HIPG and Senior Manager
port is a deep draft port with  Commerecial and Marketing
extensive berths that can Ranjith Withanawasm.
handle vessels up to 17-meter Representing the Colombo
drafll, going up to VLCC, Dockvard team headed
Colombo Dockvard's by Chairman H. Tanaka,
recently launched the Rapid Managing Director/
Response Afloat Repair CEQ D.V. Abeysinghe,
Service (RRARS) with a Chief Operating Officer
clear focus to provide afloat K.B.P. Fernando, Head of
repairs at all Sri Lankan Marketing — Ship Repairs
poris, will play a erucial role  Darshana Chandrasekera,
in providing the required Legal Consultant/
repair support to the vessels  Company Secretary Manori
calling at Hambantota Port. Mallikarachchie, and Senior
This capacily augmentia- Engineer - Marketing and
tion for afloat repairs in Sri Estimating Amila Rukshan.

-10-
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China's Sinopec Oil invests in Sri Lanka

Establishes subsidiary for bunkering, intends t

The Sinopec Group, the largest
oil and petrochemical products
supplier and the second-largest oil
and gas producer in China, has
Incorporated a company in Sri
Lanka, Sinopec Fuel Oil Lanka
[Private] Lid. for bunkering at the
Hambantota Port.

The Company has
applied under Board of Investment
Section 17 as a Hub Operation for
the bunkering licence to carry out
bunkering (marine fuels supply)
business at Hambantota Port
beginning Q4 2019.

The largest refining company
and the third-largest chemical
company in China also Intends to
Invest In an Oil Refinery In
Hambantota, Sinopec's Executive

i

Director, LI Zurong disclosed when
he met Sri Lankan Ambassador in
Betjing, Dr. Karunasena
Kodituwakku, to discuss the
company’s investment in Sri
Lanka.

|

Sinopec Fuel 0il Sales Co., Ltd.
(SFO) s a Sinopec Group wholly-
owned subsidiary that integrates
fuel oll sales business. It
headquarters in Beljing with eight
branches and two subsidiaries in

-11-

o expand into oil refinery in H'tota

China and Singapore. The SFO
Company's total number of gas
statlons ranks second-place in the
world. Sinopec Group ranked third
on Fartune's Global 500 List in
2018.

Sri Lanka Ambassador, Dr.
Karunasena Kodituwakku, Deputy
Chief of Mission, K. Yogannathan
and Minister Commercial, Alexi
Gunasekera recently met with the
Executive Director and other
officials of Sinopec Fuel Oflin
Beljing and proposed to start an
Oil Refinery in Hambantota that
will ereate more employment
opportunities for Srl Lankans and
also strengthen Sri Lanka's vision
to became a logistics hub In South
Asla. (Colombopage}
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Colombo Dockyard begins construction

of Ports Authority vessel

(L to R) Managing Director Colombo Dockyard D, V. Abeysinghe, Minister of

Porls Sagala Ratnayaka and Colembo Dockyard employees at the launch.

Ficture by Sulochans Gamage

DINESH PERERA

The Calonbo Dockvard PLE laid the keel
o commence shiplmilding wodk on the third
boar for the Sni Lanka Pornts Amhoniry
[SLPA) The ceremany marked the com-
mencemen of the hall consmuction work of
the 19 Meter Fast Pilot Boat. Mimister of
Poats and Shipping Sagala Ratmayaka was
the chief guest at the event. The boat is
expected on Angust 13, 2020,

Pressdent of Onoaeln Dockyand Co. Lid

of Tapan (the parent company of Colombo
Dockyard), T MNakabe, and Chainman THOCK
H. Tanaka were present a1 the event, The
19m boat 5 designed by MACDUFF of
Seotland. The boat will serve to transpon
pilots from share to ship. The hoat can
accomimaddate a total number of 8 peysons
meluding fourr erew members and four palots
ated it can achieve o service speed around 22
knots,

To page iv

Colombo Dockyard begins construction...

From page |

Llae boat s designed to Lold o high degree
of stability and comfort w all weather con-
ditons and the will provide a stable pla-
form duning embarking amd disembarking
piloas,

By ulding the boar requirement m 5n
Lanka. SLPA Tielps develop the economy of
the conmtry by developing the local ship-
buileling fucustyy. The local ventures such
as the dockyord generate a lage gumber of
dirvect and indirect employment opporimi-
fies ool develop the skalls and technical
know-how of the bocal workmen aod belp
save on valuable foreizn exclnmpe,

The dockyvard operates in collaboration
with Omonnichi Dockyard Copipany Lingit-
el of Japun who owns o sloke of 51% af

Colombo Dockymd PLC while S Lonkan
Geovvermment inantnmions have a 35% share-
Tolding a1 Colombo Dockyard

Coloubo Dockyard has proposed an 85
meter patiol vesse] for the const gund of S
Lanka

The said vessel will mid i the protection
of Sri Lonkan waters. As the leader of the
Shpbuiblicg Induswy in S5 Lonka, e
Dockyvard continnonsly proves s exeel-
lence by swccessilly secuning shipbuilding
projeets both locol aud woaldwide The
company is e Gont muneer of S Lankan
mdustnalization and is one of the mam con-
mibuters to the Government’s National
Export Strategy from the Shiphuilding sec-
lor.

-12-
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Costa Victoria calls on Colombo Port

Aitken Spence Maritime
lannched the passenger
cruise season with Italy's
biggest tour operator Costa
Crunses. The luxurious pas-
senger vessel ‘Costa Vieto-
ria’ called Colombo Port on
November 5, 2019 carrying
1,739 passengers and 790
crew members on board.

Costa Cruises offers cruise
holidays to Europe, Mediter-
ranean, Caribbean and Asian
destimations. Costa Victoria
15 adormed with a stunning
combination of Italian and
Swedish design. with a
capacity to accommodate
2,394 passengers in 918 cab-
ins and suits. During this
season, Costa Cruises offers
cruise packages to West
India, Maldives and Colom-
bo on a fortnightly basis for

Costa cruises luxurious vessel ‘Costa Victoria’

those seeking to join the

voyage from any port of call.
As the local agents, Ait-

ken Spence Maritime per-

suaded Costa Crunses to con-
finue crse calls to Colom-
bo, considering all precan-
tions taken by the S Lanka

Ports Auwthonty, Navy and
the Police ensuring the safe-
ty and security of all passen-
gers. To Page iv

Costa Victoria... fumeuges

The Costa Cruises will
have 6 wvessels between
November and December
2019 to the Port of Colom-
bo. This operation will act
as a key influencer for tonr-
1sm, paving the way for
other cruise operators to call
at Sri Lankan Ports.

There are over 700 pas-
sengers engaging in excur-
sions to emjoy the city and
immediate locations of S

Lanka such as the Colombao
hentage walk., exploring the
city of Galle, Kandy and
kev places of historical
interests.

“We are delighted to
begin the passenger cruise
season by facilitating the
first vessel Costa Victoria.
Aitken Spence Mantime has
been aggressively promot-
g ermse calls to Colombo
and are expecting several
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cruise operators in the fol-
lowing weeks. It 15 also
inspiring for the team to see
their efforts materialise. Ait-
ken Spence Maritime will
contimie to offer compre-
hensive, synergised services
to cruise operators that in
num will boost tourism in
the country.” said Igram
Cuttilan, Managing Director
of the Aitken Spence Mani-
time sector.
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SriLankan Airlines Group reduces
losses by US $10 m - 1H, 2019

&  (werall revenue declines by US$
43m

Following the appointment of a
new Board of Directors in April last
vear, Srilankan Airlines (SLA). began
implementing a range of initiatives to
curtail losses and improve the cus-
tomer experience, despite many chal-
lenges including the impact on tour-
ist arrivals from the Easter Sunday
attacks, volatile fuel prices and depre-
ciation of the rupee, a media release
from the Airline stated.

Among the steps taken by the
Board, were the restructuring of the
management team, with proven
experts in the aviation industry baing
inducted into key positions.

The management team rolled out
multiple  initiatives,  infroducing
budgetary controls, inculcating a
cost-conscious culiure and driving
financial acumen across the organi-
sation. However, care was taken o
ensure that the cost optimising did
not adversely impact the product and
ﬁn’i{'!ﬁ- El'.l.jD}‘Ed b}' customers.

This has resulted in the finaneial
performance for the six months end-
ing Scptember 30, 2019 showing an
upward trend by reducing losses by
over 50%, with a loss of USD 19 mn
before interest and withholding tax
against a loss of USD 29 mn for the
corresponding period in the previous
vear.

After interest and withholding
tax, the half vearly group loss was
USD 76 mn, a USD 10 mn improve-
ment over the USD 86 mn loss in the
previous vear.

This was achieved despite an
overall decline in group revenue of
USD 43 mn, 70% of which was due to
a drop in passenger and cargo reve-
nue. The reduction in ground han-
dling and catering revenue also
impacted the shortfall, as other air-
lines reduced their operations follow-
ing the Easter Sunday attacks, How-
ever, in the second half of the vear,
Group revenue 1s projected to
increase significantly.

The decline in income was offset
by the reduction in operating expend-
iture amounting to USD 55 mn.

In the area of engineering and
maintenance for the aircraft fleet a
cost reduction of USD 8 mn was real-
ised in 2018/19, There has also beena
noteworthy improvement in fuel per-
formance of the NEO aircraft fleet,
The airline will expand its presence
in the Australian market by com-
mencing operations to Sydney next
vear and also launch services to
Ahmadabad, India.

SriLankan also plans to stretch its
wings in Southeast Asia with a service
to Vietnam, while plans to return to
Frankfurt, Paris and other earlier
destinations continue to be under
consideration.
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‘Costa Victoria’ opens:
cruise season

The passenger cruise season opened on Nov. 5 with the

‘Costa Victoria, belonging to’ Italy’s biggest tour operator
Costa Cruizes, docking in Colombeo.

Altken Spence Maritime initiated this call here by a Tuxury
cririse liner carrying 1,739 passengers and 790 crew, 2 company
news release said.

Costa Cruises offers cruise holidays to Europe,
Mediterranean, Caribbean and Asian destinations, it said. “The
Costa Victoria™ was described as "a stunning combination of
Italian and Swedish design™, with a capacity to accommodate

394 passengers in 918 cabins and suits.

“During the season Costa Cruises offers packages to West
India; Maldives and Colombo on a fortnightly basis for those
seeking to join the voyage from any port of call, the release
said. As the local agents, Aitken Spence Maritime
Costa Cruises to continue cruise calls to Colombo, considering
all precautions taken by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority, Navy
and the Police in ensiring the safety and security of all passen
gers.

Costa Cruises will have six vessels calling in Colomba
between November and December with the operation expected
r&rcatalyse other other cruise operstors to ¢all at Sri Lankan

ts.
_Dver 700 passengers took tours inciuding the Colombo her- |
itage walk and explored Galle, Kamelv-and kev places of histori- .
cal interests, Aitken Spence said =™

“We are delighted to begin the passenger cruise season by
fncilitating the first vessel Costa Victoria. Aitken Spence
Maritime has been aggressively promoting cruise calls to
Colombo and are expecting several cruise operators in the fol
lowing weeks. It is also inspiring for the team fo see their
efforts materialise. Aitken Spence Maritime will continue to
offer comprehensive, synergised services to cruise operators
that in turn will boost tourism in the country,” said Mr. Iqgram
Cuttilan, Managing Director of the Aitken Spence Marifime
sector. s

Aitken Spence Maritime is a pioneer in the industry and was
the first Sri Lankan company to undertake port efficiency =
enhancement managemen! overseas with its entry into the
African Continent and subseguently the South Pacific. The
company handles all areas of maritime services - from ship-
ping and cargo handling services. to liner agency, cruisewes-
sels, port management and development, chartering services
and maritime education.
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Costa Victoria

Aitken Spence Maritime ushers in first
cruise ship for the season, Costa Victoria

ATTKEN Spence Maritime
launched the passen-
ger cruise season with
Italy’s biggest tour opera-
tor Costa Cruises, The
luxurious passenger ves-
sel Costa Vieloria called
at Colombo Port on 5
November carrying 1,739
passengers and 790 crew
members on board,

Costa Cruises offers
cruise holidayvs to
Europe, Mediterranean,
Caribbean and Asian
destinations. Costa
Victoria is adorned with
a stunning combination
of Ttalian and Swedish
design, with a capacity to
Accommodate 2,384 pas-
sengers in 918 cabins
and suits. During this
season, Costa Cruises
offers cruise packages to
West India, Maldives and
Colombo on a forinightly
basis for those seeking to
join the voyage from any
portofl call.

As the local agents,
Aitken Spence Maritime
persuaded Costa Crulses
to continue eruise calls to
Colombo, considering all
precautions taken by the
§ri Lanka Ports Authority,
Navy and the Police ensur-
ing the safety and security
of all passengers,

The Costa Cruises will
have six vessels between
November and December
to the Port of Colombo.

This aperation will act as
a key influencer for tour-
Ism, paving the way for
other eruise operators to
call at Sri Lankan ports.
There are over 700
passengers engaging in
exeursions to enjoy the
city and immediate loca-
tions of Sri Lanka such
as the Colombo heritage
walk, exploring the city of
Galle, Kandy and key plac-
esof historical interests,
“We are delighted to
begin the passenger
cruise season by facili-
tating the first vessel
Costa Vietoria, Aitken
Spence Maritime has been
aggressively promoting
cruise calls to Colombo
and are expecting several
cruise operators in the
following weeks. It is also
inspiring for the team
to see their efforts mate-
rialise. Aitken Spence

-19-

Marltime will continue
ta offer comprehensive,
synergised services to
eruise operators that in
turn will boost tourism in
the country,” said Altken
Spence Maritime sector
Managing Director Igram
Cuttilan.

Altken Spence
Maritime is a pioneer in
the industry and was the
first Sri Lankan company
to undertake port effi-
ciency enhancement man-
agement overseas with
Its entry into the African
Continent and subse-
quently the South Pacific.
The company handles all
areas of maritime ser-
vices - from shipping and
cargo handling services,
to liner agency, cruise ves-
sel, port management and
development, chartering
services and maritime
education,
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ushers in first cruise
sp fr the season
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Aitken Spence...

~ This operatibn will act as a key
influcncer for lonrism, paving thé way
for other eruise operators 1o call dte
SriLankan Ports.
_ There are over 700 passcngers engaping
inexéursions to enjoy the city and
immediate locations of Sr Lanka such
as the Colombo heritage walk, explo
the city of Galle, Kandy and kev places ¢
‘are delighted to begin the passenger
ruise season.by facilitating the first-vessel
‘Costa Victoria. Aitken ¢ Maritime
has been azgressively iog cruise:
calls to Colombo and are expecting several
cruise operator¥in the following weeks.

*It is also dnspiring for the team o
s¢e their efforts materialise. Aitken
Spence Maritime will continue to offer
comprehensive, synergised services to
cruise operators that in turn will boost
tourism in the coumtry,” said Iqram
Cuttilan, Managing Direclor of the Aitken
Spence Maritime sector. 5

AIKEN Spence Manlime is a pioncer in
the industry and was the first Sri Lankan
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Costa Victoria

Cruises offers cruise packages

Aitken Spence Maritime
to West India, Maldives and

launched the passenger cruise

season with Taly’s biggest tour
opemator Costa Cruises. The
luxurious passenger vessel ‘Costa
Victoria' called Colombo Port
ofi the November 05th carrying
1,739 passengers and 790
crew members on board.

Costa Cruises offers cruise
holidays to Europe. Mediterrancan,
Costa Victoria is adomed with a
stunning combination of Italian
and Swedish design, with a
capacity to accommodare 2,394
passengers in 918 cabins and suits,

During this season, Costa

Colombo on a fortnightly basis for
those secking 1o join the voyage
from amy port of call.

As the local agents, Aitken
Spence Maritime persuaded
Costa Cruises to conlinue cruise
calls to Colombo, considering
all precautions taken by the Sn
Lanka Ports Authonty, Navy and
the Police ensuring the safety and
security of all passengers.

The Costa Cruises will have
6 wvessels between MNovember
and December 2019 to ‘the
Port of Colombo.

| MOREON P2 |
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cumgnnﬁ:u undertake port efficiency
. ient management overscas with
its entry nto the African Continent and

enhance

subsequently the South Pagific -~

The company shandles all -areas of

rvices - fromn Shipping and
cargo handling services, o liner agency,
cruise vesscl, porl management and
development, chariering services and

maritime SErvices - fromh

marnitime education.
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Towards accelerated economic
growth and development under

new leadership:
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Costa Victoria makes

debut call

COSTA Victoria, the Victoria class
cruise ship operated by Ttalian Cruise
company Costa Criciere, Europes,
which is a leading crulse company in
Venice, Italy, called at Colombo Port
on 5 November: [t was given a warm
welcome by the Tourist Information
Centre officers of the Sri Lanka
Tourism Promotion Bureau (SLTPB),
where the visitors were able to gain a
lot of Important information on Sri
Lanka and also the most exclusive
places to travel, from the onboard
tourist information counters set up
at the vessel. They were also handed
over brochures by the TIC officers of
the SLTPB to go through and to get an
idea of the beautiful island destina-
tion. The SLTPB also arranged a wel-
come dance before their departure
for the excursions.

The vessel started its journey
from Mumbai, India, and will con-
tinue its journey from the Maldives.
The ship's itinerary covers, Male-
Colombo-Goa-Mumbal-New
Mangalore and Cochin, Costa has
positioned this Itinerary successfully
from 2016 onwards; this is the fourth
consecutive season, and with a bigger
capacity of Vietoria they are expect-
ing more passengers this season to
Colombo. Costa Victoria is scheduled
to call at Colombo port for 2 calls
between 2018 / 2020,

Carrying passengers from
Germany, Htaly, India and Maldives,
it will have tourist excursions to the
Pinnawala elephant Orphanage,
Bentota beach, Colombo City and
Negombo City tours, The Sri Lankan
shipping line for this tour was Altken
Spence while the Ground handling
was managed by Lotus Tours. This
will be the first cruise liner to call at
port after the 21/4 April attacks and
highlights a good sign that tourism
Is regaining its former position and
turning back to normal.

The tourists showed keen interest
in getting to know more about the
destination by inquiring more about

,.-nul L L
i

1 The majestic looking Costa Victoria

e e iR g
- 1

the popular tourist attractions of the
Island and the authentic food and cul-
ture, amil most visitors have planned
to come back to Sri Lanka next year
for a round tour, for a more detailed
experience.

The massive luxury liner which
I5 828m in length, with 2 decks has
a capacity of carrying over 2300
passengers along with 790 crew
members. It features a panoramic
Concorde plaza, an indoor pool, com-
plete with an ultra-modern spa, plus
exclusive health and entertainment
facilities. It has the ability to carry
a 75166 tonnage, and the vessel was
built in 1996,

The ship is positionad in the Indian
Sub- Continent region for the season
201920 doing a 7-day itinerary from
Male-Mumbai. The Sri Lankan High
Commission in Singapore, together
with the Economic Affairs Division

at Colombo Port

SLTPB PR Director Madubhani Perera with some officals of the
Tradlﬂonal Sn Lankan dance to emerlahthe visitors o o) Corporation of Smgap e

Considering Sri Lanka as their next travel destination

of the Foreign Ministry, assured
the Carnival Corporation, which is
responsible for the security manage-
ment of the eruise ships arriving on
the port of Colombo, with regard to
security situation of the country,
Cruise tourism is an important
produet of Sri Lanka's tourism
industry, since it could attract tour-

ists with a high spending capac-
ity representing the elite crowd. Last
vear, Sri Lanka Tourism was able to
bring in 47 passenger cruises includ-
ing the Costa Neo Classica and MV
Mein Schiff 3 of TUI Cruises. Up to
April 2019, around 25 passenger cruis-
es have arrived in the destination so
far
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The Board of Investment of
Sri Lanka [BOM) announced
on Thursday (14) that it
signed an agreement with
a Singaporean company to
Invest approximately § 24
billion over a period of &0
maonths, which if realised
would make it the largest
foreign direct investment (FDI|
project ever in Sri Lanka.
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Newspaper - Sunday Morning Date - 17-11-2019

BOIl signs agreement for $ 24 b
FDI for petroleum refiner
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Newspaper - Sunday Observer

H'tota oil refinery, larges

Hambantota Oil Refinery Pvt Ltd.,
an affiliate compamy of Sugih Energy
International Pte Ltd, & privatcl-
owned petroleum and war trading
company based in Singapore plans to
set up o petroleum refinery in Ham-
bantota,

The refinery, with a capacity of
420,000 barrelsfday for export, is
expected to bring in about US$ 24 bn,
over a peried of 60 months, making it
the largest Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI} project to date, a spokesman for
the BOI said.

The initial phase will involve the
commissioning of the petroleum
refinery with plans to develop a petro-
chemical complex  in subseguent
phases, Export revenue envisaged
upen commissioning of the refinery is
cxpected to be around US$ 59 bn
annually.

The BOI approved the project in
July last year, The ensuing period has
been used to obtain concurrence and
approvals of all relevant Government
agencies and organisations, including
the Cabinet of Ministers.

After the signing of the agreement. BOI Chairman Mangala Yapa with Sugih

Energy Director Danny Lee.

With the BOI Agreement now
signed, the next step is a comprehen-
sive Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) compliont with the Terms
of Reference issued by the Central

Environment Authority (CEA) and oth-
er regulatory bodies, to be conducted
before the implementation of the pro-
ject,

This El1A will be augmented with a

-33-

Date - 17-11-2019

t FDI project -8or

health and safety assessment, which,
though not mandatery, will ensure the
project is in line with industry best
practices, whileensuringthe enhanced
sustainability of the project.

The refinery has projected demand
for employment ranging from medi-
um to high-end skill levels (operators,
technicians, graduates, engineers and
chemists) with direct employment
opportunities for almost 6,500 5ri Lan-
kans while creating indirect employ-
ment oppartunities in support servic-
83

This project can be considered a
catalytic imvestment which will boost
liquid cargo shipments to the Port of
Hambantota, thereby resulting in add-
ed revenue in foreign currency for
inward/outward movement of ships
carrying erude oil and finished prod-
ucts,

The refinery will also enable trans-
formation of the Port of Hambantota
as a marine bunker port, taking full
advantage of its proximity to interna-
tional maritime routes, the spokesman
said.
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Hambantota Port’s
Rs. 179 bn debt
falls into black hole

By Bandula Slimanna

A high level investigation is 1o get
underway into missing money amounting
1o billions of rupees from the massive
Chinese loan obtained for the construction
work of the Hambantota harbour, official
sources said.

Ot of the foreign loan obtained for the
construction of the harbour, the loan hal-
ance amounting to Rs.179.55 billion cred-
ited in the accounts of the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA) had been
removed from the financial statements of
the Authority, 8 government audit query
exposed.

This removal of the book entry was
done on November 30, 2017 without the
concurrence of the Treasury and without
seeking approval of the cabinet of minis-
ters. Under this circumstance, this loan
halanee money had not been credited in
any government acoount

According to the records of the
Department of External Resources of the
Treasury that loan balance was Es.179.55
billion as at 31 December 2018,

Please turn to Page 5
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Hambantota Port’s

Rs.179 bndebt falls
into black hole

Continued from Page 1

However, two parties. the Treasury and
the SLPA have not come to a concurrence in
connection with accounting of this loan
even as at the end of the vear 2018 under
review

A sum of Rs.31.54 billion was the foreign
conversion exchange loss caleulated as at
November 30, 2017 with relevance to this
loan which had been removed from the
accounts of the SLPA.

The cabinet of ministers has decided on
July 20, 2017 that the Treaszury had taken
responsibility to make payments on the
Hambantota Port loans. But the debt had not
been included in the financial statements of
the government.

This discrepancy has become a mystery
prompting the authorities to initiate an
immediate inquiry into the missing money
of the Chinese loan, a senior Treasury offi-

When a discrepancy pcours in an account
that cannot be traced, it is usual to make
what is called an un-decumentable adjust-
ment, or journal voucher. he said adding that
this was not done so far:

Acecording to the Finance Ministry data.
the Hambantota Port project has a total loan
of USS 1.35 billion, Qutof that, $900 million
was drawn at a 2 per cent interest rate and
the remainder is with an interest rate ranz-
ing from 6.3 to 7.65 per cent.

EXIM Bank of China provided the loan of
$307 million for the construction of the bun-
kering port in the southern part of the coun-
trv China EXIM Bank and Sri Lanka signed
the 15year loan agreement of Hambantota
Port Phase [ in October 20067

The Hambantots Port was constructed by
the Chinese companies China Harbour
Engineering Company and Sinohydro
Curporation; construction began on
January 15, 2008,

While Phase'1 of the project cost was
around 3505 million, the EXIM Bank had
also provided aboutl §77 million loan for the
bunkering terminal and $809 35 million for
Hambantota Port Development Project
Phase I

To remove this massive debt burden. the
government leased Hambantota port, to
China Merchant Port Holdings Ltd (CM
Part) for 99 years for §1.12bilHon'in 2017, _

This project is largely the reason why Sri
Lanka 15 widely ¢t as 6 clear example of
getting trapped in Chinese debt and being
forced to hand over assets with national and
strategic importance to China.



CLIPPINGS &

Newspaper - Daily Mirror

Date - 19-11-2019

Marina Square forges ahead
into tomorrow’s Colombo
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Russian ship ‘Perekop’
arrives at Hambantota Port

The training ship
Perekop’ of the Russian
Navy, arrived at the
Hambantola Port on a
goodwill visit, yesterday
(19).

A delegation comprising
the Defence Attaché of the
Embassy of the Russian
Federation In Sri Lanka,
Colonel Denis L. Shkoda,
and a group of officers [rom

the Sri Lanka Navy were

present.
During the three-day visit,

the crew members of the
ship will take part In
friendly sporting events, as
well as cultural
programmes, organised by
the Sri Lanka Navy.
Further, they are scheduled
io visit some of the tourisi
attract ions in the coundtry.
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The 138-metre long and
17-metre wide training ship
has a displacement of 6,900
toms, and she is
commanded by Captain
Viadimir Andreevich
Cherokov. The crew of the
ship includes 399 naval
persmnnel. Meanwhile, the
‘Perekop’ 1s scheduled (o
leave the island for her nexi
port of call tomorrow (21).
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Ministry of Ports and Shipping: A nation rich in maritime logistics

This senes is based on business leader Dhammika Per-
era's recently revealed 'Economic Growth Strategy and
Action Plan to incraase GOP Par Capita from S 400010 §
12,000". The document outlines goals and action plans for
23 ministnes and today's column focuses on the Ministry

of Ports and Shipping
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Russian Navy training ship ‘Perekop’
arrives at the Port of Hambantota

» training ship Pere-

of the Russian Navy

'd at the port of Ham-
e ota on a goodwill visit
ferday ( November 19)
she was welcomed by
Aetri Lanka Navy in
prdance with naval tradi-

p of officers from the
anka Navy were also
[ment on this eccasion.
ring the three-day visit,
srew members of the

ship will take part in friend-
lv sporting events as well as
cultural programmes organ-
ized by the Sri Lanka Navy.
Further, they are scheduled
to visit some of the tourist
artractions in the country as
well,

The 138m long and 17m
wide training ship has a dis-
placement of 6,900 tons and
she is commanded by Cap-
tain Viadimir Andreevich
Cherokov. The crew of the
ship includes 399 naval per
sonnel. Meanwhile, the
‘Perekop’ is scheduled Lo
leave the island for her next
port of call on November 21.

The Russian Navy training ship ‘Perekop’ at

-41-
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Port Worker killed
in accident at
Colombo harbour

A pont worker was killed
following an accident at the
Colombo Harbour Eastern
Terminal Monday. the police
said.

The port worker was
seripusly injured when the
chains of a crane unloading
a cargo ship docked at the
Eastern Terminal broke free
and hit the worker's head.
The accident happened around
9. 30am on Monday,

The victim died on admission

to the Colombo National
Hospital, Police said.

The deceased has been
identified as 47-year-old
Gurulupotha Wadive Gedara
Privantha Gunatunga, a resident
of Kadawatha, Eldeniva,

An autopsy has been
performed and the body
has been handed over to the
relatives.

The Colombe Port Police
are conducting further
investigations, (LP)
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Chinese naval ship departs

[—— =
:i( N i .(y
-~ N il ‘=. ]
W

]
-1

- g § P 8 ¥

Srl Lanka Navy band bidding custo;ar_y fareviéll at Colorﬁbo Po.rt.

People’s Liberation Army Navy  part in several programmes,
ship Zhu Ke Zhen’ which arrived  including sports, cultural events
in Sri Lanka on November 14, and visits to interesting places of
departed the Colombo Port on Sri Lanka, organized by the
Tuesday (19). The Sri Lanka Navy.

Navy bade customary farewell to The mutual cooperation
the departing ship in accordance  between the Navies of Sri Lanka
with traditions. and China was enhanced by this

The crew members of the ship  goodwill visit while exchanging
who were on a six-day tour took  the professional experience.
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skill up Hambantota youth

HIG management team and the NAITA officials with the students who completed the training successfully.

The Hambantolta International Port (HIP)
enterad into a partnership with the National
Apprentice and Industrial Training Authority
(NAITA), to provide training programmes for
youth in areas adjacent to the port. The program
has been developed with a view to ready trainees
for possible employment in port and allled indus:
tries.

MNAITA i no stranger to the Hambantota
International Port as their global partner CMPort
has worked with them sinee 2012 for their Colombo
operation CICT. hMove than 80% of operations staff
in C10T are young talent who entered the industry
through the CMPort/ NATTA partnership.

CMPort also signed a 3 year MOTU with NATTA
on 5th April 2007 which was facilitated through

HIF In this agreement, HIP and NAITA will pro-
vide vocational training in industrial areas related
to Port Operations. Adding value to the pariner-
ship, CMPort would work towards uplifting
NAITAs training facilities, while NAITA would
support the Hambantota International Port in
keeping to the required standards in setting the
training programmes and qualification certifica-
tiona, etc.

Training programmes would be in basic fire-
fighting, crane operating and general operations
for 15 trainees per batch, 14 trainees successfully
completed the first training program on “Basic
Fire Fighting” recently. The best of the baich will
be considered for employment at HIP, based on the
Company’s requirements.

-46-

“Caring for People and Planet are the main
focus areas of our CSR and sustainable develop-
ment program, The training programmes with |
NAITA come under the scope of “Caring for peo-
ple” as this would net only introduce port related
vocational opportunities for youth from the
region, but it would alse increase their employa-
bility so they would be able to find jobs with
organisations of their cholce. Trainees will|
receive certificates with local and international
recognition,” says Ray Ren, CEQ, Hambantota |
International Port Group (Pvt) Litd.

The second intake of trainees is scheduled to
begin in December 2019 and the scope will be
expanded to start training for ‘crane operators’
and ‘operations assistants’.
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THE Port of Colombo wel-
comed the ‘Mein Schilf &
last morning, on her maiden
cvall in Sri Lanka. Having
arrived at 0600 hrs. from
Mumbai in Tndia, the vessel
sailed at 2300, heading for
Port Kelang, her next port of
call.

Operated by The TUI
Cruises Fleet, the 'Mein
Schiff & is a sister vessel of
‘Mein Schiff 3" and ‘Mein
Schiff 5', which have both
called Colombo in the past.

The vessel was built at
The Meyer Turku Shipvard
in Turku, Finland and was
launched on 3rd January
2017. Her length overall is 295
m and her draflt is 8.256 m.,

She has a passenger capac-
ity of 2534, supported by a
crew ol 1030.

The ship is equipped with
1250 staterooms on 15 decks,
most of them with private
balcony. A new feature are
the diamond suites, large
family staternoms and three
several suite categories. All
staterooms are designed very
bright, friendly and modern.

The main onboard lan-
guage is German. The atmos-
phere is relaxed - Similar
to an upscale Club Hotel.
During holidays many fami-
lies are guests aboard. They
appreciate the relaxed atmos-
phere, the possibility to do

sporis and the large vari-
ety of fine dining options,
Almost all food, beverages
and gratuities are already
included in the cruise price.

To commemorate her maid-
en call, a plaque exchange
was carried out between The
SL Ports Authority and the
Vessel’s Command.

The pictures show the
‘Mein Schilf 6' berthed at
The East Container Terminal
and the plaque ceremony,
with Officials of The Sri
Lanka Ports Authority, Capt.
Simon Boettger and his
Officers, and Port Agency
personnel,

M/s Shipping Agency
Services handled the vessel's

'L'\
es mai

Port agency/husbanding
services, whilst the ground

tours were handled by Aitken
Spence Travels.
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Fosrmer Prosadent and the lader of Sl Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) Mahinda Rajapaksa was sworm in a8 new
Prima Minishar of Sii Lanka bedore President Gotabayns Aajapaksa on Noesmber 21, Fiftean Ministers wene swoemn in
Iadore i al this Prodideniial Secrataial on Nowamber 22 moming.

Mahinda Rajapaksa NEW CABINET MINISTERS
Prime Minister —_

ﬁm uﬁmﬁﬁmm S

Development, Housing Faites)

Fermer Execute Prescent and Leater of
Sl Lokt Bty Mt 06 2005

Priems Misister trom 2004 eril his wickry in
tha 2005 Poesidentiaf Election.

MM Graphic | Sunitay Oheerir
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HIP and NAITA to skill up
Hambantota youth

The Hambantotg International
Port (HIF) entered into a partnership
with the National Apprentice and
Industrial Training Authority
(NAITA), 1o provide training pro-
grams for youth in areas adjacent to
the port.

The program has been developed
to ready trainees for possible employ-
ment in port and allied industries.

NAITA 15 no stranger to the Ham-
bantota International Port as their
global parmer CMPort has worked
with them since 2012 for their Colom-
o operation CICT. More than B0% of
operations staff in CICT are young
talent who entered the industry
through the CMPort/NAITA partner-
ship. CMPort also signed a three-vear
Moll with NAITA in April 2017 which
was facilitated through HIP, In this
agreement, HIP and NAITA will pro-
vide vocational training in industrial
areas related to Port Operations,
Training programs would be in basic
firefighting, crane operating and gen-

eral operations for 15 truinees per
batch. Fourteen trainees successfully
completed the first training program
on ‘Basic Fire Fighting’ recently. The
best of the batch will be considered
for employment at HIP, based on the
company’s needs,

“Caring for People and Planet are
the main focus areas of our CSR and
sustainable development program.
The training programs with NAITA
come under the scope of ‘Caring for
people’ as this would not only intro-
duce port refated vocational opportu
nities for youth from the region, but it
would alse increase their emplayabil-
ity so they would be able to find jobs
with organisations of their choice.
Trainees will receive certificates with
local and international recognition,”
said CEQ, Hambantota International
Port Group (Pvt) Ltd, Ray Ren.

The second intake of trainees i
due to begin next month and its scope
will be expanded to train crane opera
tors and operations assistants,

CEQ, HIPS, Capt. Ravi Javawickeme and Assistant Director Provincial, NAITA,
Abeywickrama present a certificate to a student.
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;

ontainer

volumes up 5.1%
in September 2019

The Colmbe Port has
handbed 604,400 containers
in September 20018, up 6.1
per cent from a year earller,
with weak imporis in both S0
Lanka and India fn the wake
of monetary instabiliy in

20018, In the nine months o
Seplember Colombo handled
5427 million twenity foot
equivalent units [TEUs) up
3.9 per cent [rom a year
earlier,

Domestic container

volumes were up L5 percent
108,735,

Volumes in the firsi seven
maoniths were down 7.2
peroent o 943 442 as Sri
Lania imports fell amid a
credit collapse,

See on page T
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Date - 25-11-2019

Container...

The Central Bank printed money
2018 in & bid io keep rates down &5
the economy recovered from a
PrEvious. Currency crisls, rigoering
anather collapse of the country's
unsiable soft-peg labeled a Mexible
exchange rate,

India has also seen stmitar
problems after & steep fall of its
CUTTENCY.

Trarmshipment volumes were up
5.2 per cenl o 483,240 TEUS In
September and total volumes were up
5.5 pereeni o 4366 milllon TEUS.

1 Septeinber 2018 Colomlio’s
transshipment volumes grew 12,8 per
eenl o 458,211 TELUs, and tatal
volumes in the nine months were up
19,5 per cent mmid double dig
Import and export growth in India

(Economynext)
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fFoms and Shipiping Minister lohnaon Femando assuming duties. Ponee by Fuwan De Siva.
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President
Gotahaya invites
world powers to

invest in SL

Handing control of
H'tota Port to China
a mistake

President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa said, he invites
the world powers to Invest
in Sri Lanka without f
leaving it all for another s
country and come "

e |

Srl Lanka does not intend
to get Involved In any geopolitical rivalries.

He said that Srl Lanka will work with India
as afrendly country and will not do anything
that will harm India’s Interests,

He favoured Sr Lanka to be neutral as “we
don’t want to get in between the power
struggles of superpowers. But we want to work
with all countries™,

He asserted that Sri Lanka's involvement

the I of the Hamt sta Port to China on

a 99-year lease was a mistake of the past
regime and that he will be looking into

Story Continued on PAG

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Date - 26-11-2019

President Gotabaya...

He painted out that the reality is that the
world powers such as Indla, Singapore,
Japan, and Australia are scared of Chinese
Involvement in Sri Lanka.

“Therefore, these world powers are to
welcome to tnvest in Srl Lanka Instead of
allowing only China to dominate
investment In the country and then come
grumbling later.”

President Rajapaksa sald he will create
an inves tment -friendly environment in
Sri Lanka,

on the reconciliation process
with the minoritfes, he said that
development is the answer to this.

He said that both Tamil and Sinhalese
political leaders make promises that are
not practical, to ool the people. “However,
the focus should be on what we can do,” he
added.

President Rajapaksa sald that he will give
evervone an opportunity to live as a Sri
Lankan to get an education, get a job, live a
better life and live in dignity. While creating
this environment, he will allow other
political matters to go on, he said.

He said that his focus would be on
developing these areas (o give them equal
opportunities in lfe.

Gokhale inguired from President
Rajapaksa on the narrative of him being
‘authontaran” and ‘racist” and queried how
he will reassure the Muslims in the
country.

President Rajapaksa said that it is a
wrong perception and that it was created
during the conflict period agalnst the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
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“l am a disciplined persen but that
doesn't mean [ am racist. | have nothing
against the community. | have proved
through my actions that 1 am not racist and
that [ don't work for only one section of
soclety, That Is why | invited all - Tamils
and Muslims - to join me in developing the
country.”

He said that although the Opposition
may paint him as a dictator or an
authortarian, people will be able o see
that it is wrong by his actions.

He requested all international media not
to go by the rumours,

“Understand me. Speak to me. Meet me.
See how | work. Give the correct picture of
me. We are a small country, People should
help us and not put obstacles in my way.
‘That will not help anybody."

ing to a question on allegations
against him, President Rajapaksa said,
“War is not a rosy thing — whether you fight
Internally or whether Americans come Lo
fight in Irag and Afghanistan. Not

goes smoothly. We are a poor
country, a lesser power. So, our {ssues are
highlighted more, Big powers can get away
with a lot. It is very unfair to do that.”

He sald that he would like the Tamil
Diaspora to forget aboul these things and
that nobody will benefit from such things.

“The minority has to understand that the
majority will react only if the minority will
act in a way that creates suspicion. No
matter how much advanced the soclety is,
these suspicions and issues will prevail and
these issues siill exist in even much more
advanced countries,” he added. (Agencies)



CLIPPINGS @

Newspaper - Ceylon Today Date - 26-11-2019

_ New Minister of Ports, Bh:lpping takes uﬁne _

.sﬂ" e i

7= i d &
Minister of Ports and Shipping Johnston Fernando assumed dutles yesterday (25]
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President Rajapaksa says leasing H'tota Port was
a 'mistake’, calls for renegotiation with China
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ECT to be fast-tracked

B New Ports Minister
says talks to
commence today

B Expanding ports
sector with stakeholder

engagement a priority
of administration

THE long- delayed East
Container Terminal (ECT)
of the Colombo Port will be
fasi-tracked under the new
administration with talks
to be held with relevant
authorities today, accord-
ing to newly-appointed
Roads, Highways, Ports, and
Shipping Minister Juohnston
Fernando,

The construction of the
ECT will take place without
further delay, he said, while
assuming duties at the Ports
and Shipping Ministry. “We
have already held discus-
sions with a number of peo-
ple, including the business
community Their main con-
cern is the delay in the con-
struction of the terminal,”
Fernandoexplained.

President Gotabava
Rajapaksa and Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa have given
him clear instructions to
start wark on the Colombao
Port as soon as possible,
Fernando said, adding
that he plans to make the
Ministry a place of action
rather than discussion.

“A port can be a large
source of revenue and we
plan on increasing the effi-
ciency of the Colombo Port.
In the past, we have seen
how the operations of a port
can be successfully carried
out under State adminis-
tration and I request trade
unions Lo corporate with
us.” Fernando said.

“A port is similar to
the heart of a country.
Therefore as the port sector
plays a crucial role in post-
ing positive statistics for
a country's economy. Our
administration Is primarily
focused on improving effi-
ciency (o ensure expansion
of the sector, 1 believe that
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with the contribution of
all the stakeholders of the
institution we can accom-
plish the expected develop-
ment goals.”

The Sri Lanka Poris
Authority (SLPA)
signed a Memorandum
of Cooperation (MoC)
between the Governments
ol Srl Lanka and India,
Japan, and China in May.
While the project will
increase Colombo Port's
conlainer volume, SLPA in
a statement issued in May
said that under the MoC,
SLPA will retain 100%
ownership of ECT and the
Japanese loan carried one
of the best loan terms Sri
Lanka has obtained. The
Japanese are expected o
provide a loan of $ 500 mil-
lion.

SLPA also sald that
Terminal Operations
Company (TOC), which
conducts all ECT opera-
tions, is jointlv owned,
with Sri Lanka retaining a
51% stake,
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Govt plans to turn Port institutions,

services more efficient - Johnston

The Port is similar to heart of
the country. Regularly it contrib-
utes to state’s total income in big
numbers.

Therefore as the port sector is
plaving a crucial role in posting
positive statistics for country’s
economy, the new administration
is primarily to be focused on
turning its institutions and ser-
vices more efficient to ensure the
accomplishment  of expected

Minister of Roads & Highway

expansion in the sector, Roads &
Highways, Ports and Shipping
Johnston Fernando said after
assuming duties at the port min-
istry yesterday.

“I invite all the trade unions of
this institution to contribute in
this process. I believe that with
the contribution of all the stake-
holders of the institution we can
accomplish expected develop-
ment goals,” he said.

s, Pnrté andm Shipping John-
ston Fernando assumes duties yesterday at the Ministry of
Ports and Shipping, Colombo 01.
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| have given the control of
| Hambantota Port to Chins,

| BharatShakti in, in his first

| He said that although China

| port for 99 years,

' ﬁuen gman tn Ehiﬁa

Sri Lanka should never

President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa told Nitin A.
Gokhale, Editor-in-Chief of

interview after his election.

| had been a good friend of Sri
Lankﬂ, he would consider it
a mistake to have leased the

“T will request them to important,

President says...

economically important harbour, giv-
ing that is not acpeptable, That we should
have control. We have to renegotiate.
Giving a terminal for an operation isa
different thing, giving some location to
build & hotel is different, not the control
over & very important place, it is not
aceeptable, So that is my position. We
want to work with India very elosaly™

Rajapalksa aleo urged India,
Singapore, Japan and Australia to invest
in Sri Lanka; The governments of those
countries must encourage their private
sector to invest in Sri Lanka and help the
country develop sconomically, he added.

“These governments must encourage
their private companies to come and
invest, come and help us, Without leaving
it to one country and then grumbling,”
he said.

Sri Lanka would work with Indiaasa
friendly country and not do anything
that jeopardize harm India’s interests;
Rajapaksa added.

Rajapaksa said that 8ri Lanka wanted
1o remain neutral in its foreign relations.
“There are examples in the world. But,
+we know the Indian Ocean plays a very
-unpm tant role in present day ges-poli-
-ﬂes So we are geographically situated in
4 very strategic location, All the sea
danes are passing close to Sri Lanka,
from East to West, You know the impor-
fance of these sea lanes, Specially, when
Asia is developing and their produce has
to go to the world, And at the same time
when you develop, you need energy. The

energy resouree is still in the Middle
Bast, it has to come. The minerals are in
Africa, those things have to come. This is
very important but the thing is these
lanes must be free for the whole world,
no country should control the sea lanes
because that's very important.”

The President said that Sri Lanka
didn’t want to bandwagon one country,
8ri Lanka is a small country which
wouldn't be able to survive if its got
between the power struggles of super-
powers or world powers.

“We understand the imporiance of
the Indian concerns; we can't specially
act or engage in any activity which will
threaten the security of India that we
know. We are in the region and India s a
big power, is a big coumtry. Though we
want to be an independent, sovereign
nation but we don’t want to get involved,
We have to understand the points of view
of other coumtries and act accordingly:
But (what) everybody wants today, the
maost impoertant thing, is economic devel-
opment.”

“A country can’t develop while isolat-
ing itself and Sri Lanka needs to open up
while protecting the country, the indus-
tries and business. Sri Lanka needs the
assistance from India, Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia; China and Japan to
achieve this objective,

“So, in our case, our involvement
with China, the last few years especially
during Mahinda Rajapaksa government
pertod, it was purely commercial, but
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[
renegotiate and come witha |
better (deal) to assist us. |
Today, the people are not T

happy with that deal, we can
think of one year, two years,
five years, we have to think |
of the future, what will hap- |
pen? So glving a small land
for investment is a different
thing. To develop a hotel or a
commercial property is not a

problem, that's not an
issue. But strategically

P4))

From Page 1
because from the very beginning, world
analysts, the geo-political analysts put us |
also into the orbit. Even Hambantota
harbour, they tried to show as part of the
String of Pearls, which circles India, But
in our (scheme of) things it was not so,
the requirement was ours, we under-
stood, we should never give the control of
the port to China, So that was a mistake" -

President Rajapaksa said that he
believed that development was the way to
push forward the reconciliation process
with the minorities. In the past Sinhala
and Tamil political leaders had continu-
ously fooled people by making unrealistic
promises, Rajapaksa said noting that Sri
Lanka should foeus on what it could do
first and he would focus on giving people
the opportunity to live with dignity by
improving their living standard.

The also urged the minorities to join
him in his campaign to develop the coun-
try and urged the media to report fairly.
“¥es, so rather than just criticising and [
would like to even request the Tamil
diagpora to forget these things, nobody is
benefitted; rather we must work together
to develop our country, help the people in
our country irrespective of their commu-
nity. I'm sure if the minority communi-
ties understand this, Everybody is a Sri
Lankan citizen if they are born in 8ri
Lanka. They have equal rights, every-
body; but they should not do certain
things. They have to understand the real-
ity
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Minister of Roads, Highways, Ports and Shipping, Johnston Fernando yesterday
assumed duties at the Ministry. A number of MPs and officials took part in the event.
Pic by Saman Gamage.
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“PREZ REQUESTS TAMIL
DIASPORA T0 COOPERATE IN
DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS

Date - 26-11-2019

ﬁ SAYS HTOTA DEAL WAS A
MISTAKE AND HAS TO BE
e RENEGOTIATED
F Ry ] SAYS WONT DO ANVTHING TO

HARM INDIA'S INTERESTS

In an interview with Nitin A. Gokhale, Editor-
in-Chief of Bharat Shaktiin and SNI, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has requested the Tamil
diaspora to work together to develop the
country and help people irrespective of

. their community,

PREZ REﬂIIESTS TAMII. DIASPORATO
COOPERATE IN DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS

® Says majority These problems are prevalent even in
cummunlt)' so-called advanced societies.
The President said he understoed
will react DI'I[ gme importance of Indian concerns.
e can't act or engage in any activity
" minorities that threatens the security of India,
things that BI'EH k€  Weareinthe region and India is a
su splcinn mmjn; mt.W; have to understand
When the interviewer commented anﬂmimin ﬂ%ﬂ“;{m
on peaceful coexistence, the President wﬂ‘;rhod'rmmgtnﬁ ay is economic
said, Rather than just criticising, | development” he said
would like to even request the Tamil Commenting on the leasin gout
RERPG 16 KFGet thess Lvngs, of the Hambantota Port, he said

nobody is benefitted; we must work
ther to develop our country,
help the people in our country
irrespective of thelr community. The
majority community will react only
if minorities do things that create
suspicion. They have to understand
that, Anyone born in Sri Lanka is a Sri
Lankan citizen. They have equal rights,
but they should not do certain things,
They have to understand the reality.

the lease agreement was a mistake.
“The previous government Leased

the Hambantota Port for 99 years,
Although China is a good friend of
ours and we need its assistance to
develop, I'm not afraid to say it was

a mistake. | will request them to
renegotiate and strike a better deal to
assist us. People are not happy with
it] he sald.
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H’tota
mistake:

mSays he will request the
Chinese for a better
deal

®Points out Lankan govt.
should have control of
such strategic assat

mSays looking forward
to working clossly with
both India and China

mStresses SL does not
want to get involved
in any military or
geopolitical rivalry

®lnvites India, Singapore,
Japan and Australia to
invastin SL

ewly-clected President
NﬂumMyn Rajapaksa says
he wants to renegotiate
the deal with the Chinese on
the Hambantota Port, which is
strategically located near one
of the world's busiest shipping
lanes with tens of thousands ships
passing by a year.
Rajapaksa said this during
his first interview as President

with Nitin A. Gokhale, Editor-
in=Chief of Bharat Shakti.in and
SNL

The previous government
headed by President Maithripala
Sirtsena and Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe handed over the
Hambantota Port and 15,000 acres
of land around it for 99 yeéars to
Chinesc in December 2017.

The then government justified
the sale saving it couldn’t
service the loan taken from the
Chinese to build the port by the

H'tota port...

5o, I invite India, Singapere, Japan
and Australia to come and invest here.
Don't allow only China to invest. These
governments must encourage their private
companies 1o come and invest, come and help
us. Without leaving it to one country and then

grumbling,” Raapaksa said.

“So, 1 openly say this, because I want
them to come and invest in this country.
We are a small country; genuinely we
don’t want to get involved in these things.
Please understand that. Rather than putting
pressure on us, understand us and get
involved in the economic development of

_Eli.sm:mh-y.“lmmdﬁad.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
administration during 2010-2015.

“...even though China is a good
friend of ours and we need their
assistance to develop, I'm not
afraid 1o say that was a mistake.
I will request them to renegotinte
and come with a better (deal) to
assist us. Today the people are not
bappy on that deal, we can think
of one year, two years, five years,
we have 1o think of the future,
what will happen?

So, giving a small land for

-72-

Date - 26-11-2019

port deal was a

President

investment is a different thing, To
develop a hotel or a commercial
property is not a problem, that’s
not an issue. The strategically
important, economically
important harbour, giving that
is not acceptable. That we
should have control. We have to
renegotiate. Giving a terminal for
an operalion is a different thing,
giving some location to build a
hotel is different, not the control
over a very important place; it
is not acceptable. So, that is my
position,” Pregident Rajapaksa
told Gokhale.

Rajapaksa mlso said he is
looking forward to working
clogsely with both China and
India boosting diplomatic and
economic relations but stressed
that Sri Lanka does not want to
getanvolved in any military or
geopolitical nvalry.

“The other thing that T want to
wll the world powers like India,
Singapore, Japan, Australia,
you know, the reality is they are
scared of Chinese involvement,
that's a reality. But in our point
of view, it i3 commercial. We
are a small country and we want
foreign investment 10 improve our

economy.
| MOREON 4 |
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TUI Mein Schiff 6 docks in Colombo Harbour

The TUI Mein Scluff &
based in Europe, was in 511
Lanka for the first tune and
was anchored at the Colom-
bo Harbour last week. It had
2,500 holidav makers on
Board. with a crew of 500

Most of the holiday mak-
€rs Went 0 CILise SXeur-
sioas organized by Aitken
Spence Travels to Kandy,
CGalle, Inginya Tea Planta-
tions, village tours, Tuk Tuk
rudes, walking towrs and
shopping.

Mein Schiff 6 is a cmise
slup owned by TUT Cruses.

Tr. = . -

PO . = ._: e ._\-."_.r_ —L 1 * H - .
The ship entering the Colombe harbour and passengers at the Part.  Picturss by Saliya Rupasinghe
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More Ministers

.

The full list of appointments is given below:

® State Minister of Deience - Chamal
Rajapkasa who is also Mahawel
Development, Agriculture and
Trade Minister

® State Minister of Water Supply
Facilties - Vasudeva Nanayakkara

& Stale Minister of Urban
Devetopment - Gamini Lokuge

& State Minister of Tourism
Promation - Arundika Fernando

® State Minister of Technology
and nnavations - Thilanga
Sumathipala

® State Minister of Human Rights
and Legal Refarms - Mohan
Privadarshana de Silva

= State Minister of lrigation and = State Minister of Women and
Rural Development - Mahinda Chilg Attairs - Vijitha Berugoda
Yapa Abeywardene & Slale Minister of Mahawel

® State Minister of Land and Land

Development - 5.8 Dissanayake
W State Minister of Economic

Development - Roshan
Ranasinghe
® Stale Minister of Expart

and Policy Development - John Agriculture - Janaka
Seneviratne Wakkumbura
& State Minister of Public ® State Minister of Agriculture -
Administration and Internal Aftairs Vidura Wickremeanayake
- Mahinda Samarasinghe ® State Minister of Development
B State Minister of Railway Services Banks and Loan Schemes -
- C.B. Ratnayake Shehan Semasinghe
m State Minister of information and ® Stale Minister of Ports
Communication Technalogy - Development - Kanaka Herath
Lakshman Yapa Abeywardens = State Minister of Transport
® Slate Minister of Small Services Managemenl - Dilim
and Medium Entrepreneur Amunugama
Development - Susantha = State Minisler of Roads
Punchinitame Developmeni - Lohan Ratwalle
= State Minister of Intermal Trade ® State Minister of Wildiife
and Consumer Welfare - Anura Resources - Wimalaweera
Privadarshana Yapa Dissanayake

® Stale Minister of Intemational
Cooparation - Susi Premajayantha

® State Minister of Indigenous
Medicine - Piyankara Jayaraing

® State Minister of Environment -
Jayantha Samaraweera

® State Minister of Fisheries and
Freshwater Fishing Industry -

& State Minister of Education Sanath Nishantha Perera
Service - Ranjith Styambalapitiya ® State Minister ol Social

= Stale Minister of Power - Securily - Tharaka Balasuriya
Mahindananda Aluthgamage = Deputy Minister of Community

& State Minister of Youth Alfairs - Empowerment and Estate
Duminda Dissanayake Infrastrocture Development -

= Siate Minister of Enengy - Rohitha Nimal Lanza
Abeygunawardene ® Deputy Minister of Fisherles

® Slate Minister of Indusiries - and Aquatic Resources -
Dayasin Jayasokara Kanchana Wijesekara

W State Minister of Public = Jeputy Minister of Public
Management and Accounting - Management, [nternal Atfairs,
Lasantha Alagiyawanna Provincial Council and

= Stale Minister of Investment
Fromotion - Keheliva Rambukweita

Local Government - Indika
Anuruddha
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Colombo Port to become nation’s largest income eamer
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Minister calls for inmediate report
on ECT development project

Minister of Roads &
Highways, Ports and
Shipping Johnston Fer-
nando ordered relevant
officials of the port min-
istry o submit a detailed
report on decisions that
should be made to expe-
dite the next phase of the
Eustern Container Termi-
nal development project
during a meeting held
yvesterday  at the ministry
auditorinm o examine
the progress of the ECT
comslruction project.

The meeting was
organized to look info the
proposals made by almost
all the trade wnions of the
port which had been fore-
ing rulers to initinbe oper-
ations at ECT with direct
imtervention of 5ri Lanka
Port Authority (SLPA).

Addressing the meeling
Minister stressed the
importance of completing
ECT terminal soon as it is
a rigid factor which can
vield comprehensive hike
in container throughputs.
The Government ruled
before 2015 had taken all
the necessary steps to ni-

fiate operations at the
ECT termimal. When the
government was changed
the decision mking proce-
dune got stuck

Minister who further
expressed views at this
occasion pointed out that
the Colombo Port has
been [hiling o integrae
further container through-
puts due e absence of
ECT.

Accordingly following
the [acts presented by
ministry olficials® Minis-
ter noted all the necessary
steps will be taken 1o fast
track the ECT develop-
ment project.

Secretlary of the Min-
istry Sinmewan Ranus-
inghe and 5LPA offi-
cials took part in that
meeting,
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President appoints
secretaries to 20 ministries

PRESIDENT Gotabava Rajapaksa vesterday handed over appointment letters to

Secretaries appointed to 20 new Ministries at the Presidential Secretariat this after-

noon.

APPOINTED Ministry Secretaries:

01, S. M. Mohamed - Tourism & Aviation

02, R. W. R. Mr. Pemasiri - Roads and Highways

03, .1 1. Ratnasiri -.JJustice, Human Rights and Law Reforms

4, Ravindra Hewavitharana - Plantation Industries and Export Agriculture

05. J. A. Ranjith - Industrial Supply Management

06. D, M. A R. B. Dissanayake - Higher Education, Technology & Innovation

07. H. M. Gamini Seneviratne - Passenger Transport Management

08. W. A. Chulananda Perera - Information and Communication Technology

(19, Mrs. Vasantha Perera - Power and Energy

10. M. M. P K. Mavadunne - Ports and Shipping

11. S. Hettiarachechi - Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and
Local Government

12. R. P Arvasinha - Forelzn Relations

12. A. 8. M. S, Mahanama - Women and Child Affairs and Social Security

14,0, M. C. Jayanthi Wijetunge - Environment and Wildlife Resources

15. R. A, K. Ranawaka - Land and Land Development

16 P DS, Yu. K. Mapa Pathirana - Ind ustrial Export & Investment Promotion

17. R. M. I. Ratnayake - Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

18 P 8. M. Charles - Health and Indigenous Medicine

19. N. B. Monty Ranatunga - Small and Medium Enterprises and Enterprise
Development

20. Dr: Privath Bandu Wickrama - Urban Development, Water Supply and Housing
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Aitken Spence Maritime promotes a high season

for cruises with AIDAvita and AIDAbella

Continuing the momen-

~tum in the cruise ship season,
Aitken Spence Maritime
brought in another two super
Tuxury AIDA eruise vessels
AlDAvita and AIDAbella on
the 10th and 14th November.
Owver 1,100 passengers visited
Sri Lanka on these two cruis-
es and joined excursions to
enjoy the Colombo city and
ather locations outside
Colombo, such as Bentota,
Beruwala, Akuressa, and
Galle exploring the beaches,
tea estates and places of his-
torical importance,

The cruises commenced
their yovage from India and
Maldives to the Port of
Colombo, Sri Lanka and
thereafter headed towards
Port Kelang, Malaysia. These
luxurious cruise ships are
equipped with 1,000 cabins
and suites; each ship with a
capacity to accommuodate
2,500 passengers.

A mkwluxuﬂoﬁn"- -
[ AlDAbella'at the Colombo Harbour

AIDA cruises offer cruise
holidays around Europe,
Mediterranean, Caribbean
and Asian destinations.
Hosting the finest combina-
tion of cruising, wellness hol-

iday; city tours, breath-taking

entertainment and experienc.

ing nature whilst being one of

the most modern and eco-

friendly fleets in the world.
“As the local agents,

-95._

Aitken Spence Maritime was
responsible for the wellbeing
of all passengers and crew
members onboard, and to
ensure that they have a posi-
tive experience of Sri Lanka,
taking back fond memories of
our island,” said Iqram
Cuttilan, Managing Director
of the Aitken Spence
Maritime sector.

Aitken Spence Maritime is
a pioneer in the industry and
was the first Sri Lankan com-
pany to undertake port effi-
ciency enhancement manage-
ment overseas with its entry
into the African continent
and subsequently the South
Paeifie. The company handles
all areas of maritime services
- from shipping and cargo
handling services, to liner
agency, cruise vessel, port
management and develop-
ment, chartering services and
maritime education.
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Hambantota Port project

Based on ‘equal foote
cansultation and win-
win spirit’ - China

P JAMILA HOSAIN

Days after Sri Lanka’s new President Gotabaya Rajapaksa .
called the Hambantota Port lease agreement signed between the = o “
previods government and China, a mistake’and called for it to be--=
re-negatiated, China has responded saying that the cooperation - i
between Sti Lanka and China, including in the project of Hambaniote

Port, was based on equal-footed consultation and win-win SIS M T rr———

Bas_e’ﬂ_nn ‘equal footed consultation
and win-win spirit - China

the Hambantota Port, s ertirely Sef Lanka’

f

including the project of Hambantota Port, jsion Luo said.
are based on equal-footed consultation % in his first interview
and win-win spirit It aims to help SriLanka  since taking todd Indian Journalist
to leverage the country's own and Defence Analyst Nethin 5, Gokhle
for better development. China would earlier this week that while he remained
like to 'wark with Sri Lanka to build the committed to close ties with both China
Hambantota Port into a new shipping and India he iate the
hub in the Indfan Ocean, which will Hambantgta agreement with
further boost local economic and soclal %me
development” on company to be open to
from the Chinese the mave. The President stated he would

in Colombo,Luo Chong toldthe request the Chinese to re-negotiate the
Daily Mirror that the Hambartota Port Joint venture, and come with a better deal
was ownedand controlled”bySd  toassist 5 Lanka,
Lanka and any approvals and decisions In July 2017 the Sri Lanka Ports
regarding the port wastobe takenbythe  Authority entered into a partnership with
S Lankan side. It is a joint venture and (China Merchants Port Holdings (CM Port)
any approvals including calling of shipsat o develop and manage the port.

-96-






