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Country’s longest cycle race ‘SLT
Speedup Sawariya 2019’ concludes
successfullyin Dambulla

SR1 Laoka's long
wit mcross ihe coun
Iry cycle roce organ
ised By the Srl Lanka
Telecom SUECEEE
Mully cenciuded an
g Septemhber In
Tamhalia

Chamika Eapdun
Kumaora of Sri Lanka
Mavy won the Overall
Championasbiip of [he
Mveday race, socuring
e Tirsd pries of Hs 1
imillian. He ks the anly
pErson 16 have wan
1t placs twice in SLT
Spevdinp History

Viran Kamesh of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority
and MNihal Silva of 2ri
lanka Navy were Lhe
Owverall 1si Hunner
gp and Overall Ind
Humner-up winners
respectively winning
prizes of He 500,000
atid B, 300,000

The womaen's race
avérall winpnera,
B.AS Dilhani of 51
Lanka Army, Dinesha
Dilrukehi of &rl
Lanka Alr Force amd
U.N. Kumarasinghe
of Sri Lanka Army,
sbured lop three over-
all winning positions
pecuring prizes of R
2040 000, A, 200,000 and
FLe. 125,000 respectivaly

The junior rade win:
nere, TVEH, Dilmina
of Staternil Cycling
Club, K. Esihan
Madhurangs of Silver
Sear Cycling Club and
A. Dinusha Sarangs
of Kelanl Cycling
Cub, secured top thres
winning pasitlons
securing prices of R
100,003, Ra. 70,000 and
Tex, 50,000 respectively

The winning prizes
and trophies Wore
presonted 1o Winoers
in the presence of
SLT Group Chairman

.

PG, Kumarasinghe
Sirlsena. SLT Chlel
Executive Officer

Kiththi Parera. SLT
Chisf Oporating
Officer Priyaniha
Fernandexr. SLT Chiefl
Markating Officer
Frabhath Dahanayuke
and represaniatives of
CFSL. Several other
senior officials and
employees of SLT
attended the prize-glv:
N coremany.

The men's race start:
ad on 25 Septamber
from Galle Fuce Green

Colomba and met
the finish line on H
Eaptamiber in Damballs
campleting an 813kms
lnpng jourmey. The
wommmn's race held on
37 and 38 Bepiember,
a two-duy, race trav
elled from Colombe 1o
Dambulla covering &
long distance of 14Tkim
The Ml -wver competh-
thve cycling ovent for
Juniers sinried from
Dambulla apd travel
through Kakirawa
Habarana and then
back to Dambulla cov

ering n distance of
7Ekm was hold on 38
Septemhber,

Bri Lanka Navy wan
the Men's Owverall
Best Team award.”
Viran Ramesh of Sri
Lanka Ports Autlarily
achieved King of the
Mountain, Chamiks
Sandup Kumara of
Bl Lanka Navy won
Hest Bprinter, Prabash
Modushanka of Sri
Lanka Navy win [he
HBest Young Hider posi
tloms and recelved By
180,060 for each cal
EgIrY

Bri Lanka Army
waomn the Women™s
Overall Best Team
AW E T B .A.B
Dilkaal of Sri Lanka
Army achieved
Women's Roce Hesi

““Hprinter award, U0
Kumarasinghe of Sri
Lanks Army won the
Best Young Hider and
ViaA. Sandamind uf
8ri Lanka Army won
the Eing of Mountain
posilions with Hs
20,000 eash price lor
wach calegory
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WISTA together with Pinnacle conducts training

on public speaking and confidence building

WISTA Sri Lanka concluded
yet another successful skills
development program for
the membership in part-
nership with Pinnacle on
19 September at Jetwing
Colombo Seven. The program
focused on public speaking
and confidence building as
WISTA believes in uplifting
the skills and competencies
of their members to help
them grow in their respective
careers. The event was con-
ducted by Hisham Alif and
Ganga Fernando, renowned
trainers from Pinnacle. The
workshop facilitated WISTA
members to learn best prac-
tices in public speaking with
several impromptu speech-
es which assisted many of
them to gain confidence and
develop their overall person-
alities to take up challeng-
ing roles in their careers.
As WISTA encourages and
promotes gender parity this

event helped members to net-
work and share their success
stories to inspire each other
The event was also success-
ful in getting many members
to join the Colombo Toast
Masters Club to pursue their
interests in public speaking
and to continuously develop
their skills and competen-
cles.

WISTA aims to pave the

£ . L prei=y

way for women to explore
and develop a deep sense of
understanding of the mari-
time and logistics industries
which have a significant gen-
der imbalance and ensure
they are fully-equipped
with skills and competen-
cies needed to establish to
grow in their respective
fields. Over the years WISTA

has been successful in car-

rying out many Initiatives
along with their Corporate
Partner South Asia Gateway
Terminals. These programs
have been tailor-made to
empower women in the indus-
try. The Association has also
been in the forefront of cap-
turing and educating all pro-
fessionals in the Industry on
trending topics and techno-
logical innovations.
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A Sri Lankan female gantry operator throws caution t
the wind and chooses to take a short cut between con-
tainers at the Colombo Harbour to cut down a longer
trek to her operating cabin situated at the other end of
the Port. Port workers say that there should neverbea
space between stationed containers since the movement
of containers happen without prior waming
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Hambantota Port says how automation,
new system improved business

A new terminal handling system
and moves towards automation has
helped Sri Lanka’s Hambantota Port
Im]:’mve business, a senfor official has
said.

Nishantha Gamage, Commerelal
and Marketing Manager for
Hambantota International Port Group
(Pvi) Lid. (HIF), described the port's
progress al two international port
Industry summits in Singapore

At the Port Maintenance and
Facllities Summit 2019, HIP had been
asubject of Interest during the
discussion sesslons, where questions
had been asked on the methodology
used to double the port's volumes, a
statement said.

Hambantota...

... panel discussions, giving
Gamage the opportunity to explain
how their global pariner's experience
and best practices model benefits HIP
in its business development and
operations.

At the Equip Global Port
Aatomation Summit 2019, Gamage
had made a presentation on a step-
by-step approach to automation in
brownfleld ports to ensure high
operational performance.

“1 explained that the main factors
were Improvement of service quality,
our zero-accldent co coupled
with high productivity, introducing
new bulk terminal Operating systems
[BTOS) to ensure accuracy of the
operation, and a clear marketing
strategy to attract new business.” he
said.

“I shared our success with the new
Terminal Service Agreements signed
with major RORO (roll-on, roll-off)
partners, as well as the new
Investment on equipment that
enabled us to handle any kind of
RORO cargo at HIP."

The "Public Private Partnership’
with global port operator CMPort was
anather aspect taken up during the...

He described how Sri Lankan ports
such as HIP and Colombo are moving
towards automation, with projects
like Rubber Tired Gantry
electrification and auto gate and
‘remote quality control’,

With the demand Increasing for
larger contalner vessels and rising
lahor costs in developed nations,
ports around the world are tumning
maore towards automation in order to
maintain their competitive advantage
In the industry, the statement said.

“While port automation is a strategy
for the long haul and will take time to
bear firult, it is a necessity that
cannot be overloaked,” it sald.

feconomynext)
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Colombo Port’s hub status
under threat - ADB

By PANERETHA
AMIRESEXERE

The Coleariba Port ks
nearing s capacity 1o
hamndle megn coniainer

consi ruction of the Enst
Contalner Terminal (ECT)
with its additional lerminal
avid Inbdl ity upon
completion, coupled with its
deeper drall io
accommodale mega carmiers
Inthe South Harbour
extension of Le Colombe
Port ks becoming ever more
urgent, the Asian
Development Bank [ADB),
ina report released this
month (Dotober], warned,

There has been ferce
competition (o attempt o
estalillsh & container huls
port in Southern India to
compete with Colombo, the
ADB further sakl. This has
been led by Vallarpadam
[Cochin] on the South-West
Coast and Tutieorin in the
South-East Coast, and toa
lesser extent. the Ports near
Chennai, However, to dale,
this strategy has had
limifted sucoess, as Indlan
lransshipments al Colombe
have continued Lo rise
laster than the overall
growih in these Indian
Parts, the report sald.
Oiher key hub ports for the
reglan which are a threal ta
Colombo are the South East
Asjan Ports located n
Singapare, matnly Port of
Singapore, Port Kelang, and
Tanjung Pelepas, the ADB
wailel,

Colombo’s BCT ks only
parily budlt, and iis
completion has been much
delayed. the ADB said.
Decisions should be made
Lo Mnksh Il as withouwt this
facility Colombao's role as a
regianal hub will beoome
Increasingly threatened.

The ADB sald that the
cost to develop the ECT will
be USS 430 million, which,
upan construction will be
able o process 2.4 millon

-13-

twenty- oot equivalent units
of containe rs (TELS) per
amiviim. Japan and India
have slgned a memorandum
of cooperat ion with the
Governmeni of Sri Lanka
[GoSL) to develop the ECT,
They are, however, awaltlng
the outrome of next month's
Fresidential Poll before
making their pext move,

The ECT is probably the
most critical development i
the region, as Colombo acis
as @ hub for South Asis
Subregional Ecomnombc
Cooperalion (SASEC
coumiries, the ADE said.
Colombo's South Harbour
Extensim, currently
aperaled by the Chinese, is
the only part of the Colomba
Port capable of handling
fully loaded. large megn
condalner abips fransiing
the Southern Ocean
Maritime Corridor, the ADB
sald, Only one of the (hiree
canlainer lerminals in the
new Colombo South Port,
namely the Colomba South
Container Terminal has
been completed, For
Colombo i attract more
ealls by these passing mega
carrlers, additional capacity
Is urgently nesded.

‘The other container
Tacility in the Colomiso
Soulh Port. namely the
constructon of the West
Terminal to complement the
Soirl herm and Eastern
Terminals to enable
Calomim to handbe over
seven milllon TEU in the
outer harbour for which an
additional investment of
USE 600 million will be
requiired. the ADYB sabd.
Meanwhile, {0 enhance Lhe
Colombo Porl's logistics
development, another LSS
200 million investment will
bee required, the ADE report
sald

Caloimba, with a
Eropraphical position
adjacent to the East Asla—
Europe, Meditermanean and
the Middle East Corridaor, is
the ideal hub port to serve
South Asbs, the ADB said,

Date - 09-10-2019
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Colombo Port maintﬁ.i

ns hub status

Clear strategy
needed to
enhance
Port’s role - ADB

Indian ports not a threat yet despite more mainline calls

By Magio ANDREE

Highlghting that Sri
Lanka's Colombao Port
continued to play the role of
a hiib In the South Asian
sub-region, the Aslan
Development Bank sasd that
there was a need w define a
strategy for enhancing
Colombo's role.

“The Colombao Port, the
workd's 23rd-largest
contatner port by volume,
econtinues to play the role of

& hub in the South Asin
Subreglanal Ecatomie
Cooperntion [SASEC) despile
maore direct mainline calls to
Indian Ports,” ADB said in
its "Marithine Corporalion ln
SASEC' repori,

“Colombo Port ts SASEC's
busiest container port,
handling 6.2 million TEUS in
2017." said ADB.

"The transshipment
growth raie ai Colombo Port
suggests that its role as a
hub for the sub-region ks

tncreasing. despite more
direct mainline calls to
Incian ports.” i said.

“The Asia-Earope route
passes close (o Sei Lanka,
enabling Coloinbo ta become
the maln b poit fos the
SASEC sub-reglon.” it said.

Further, Sri Lanka is
better connected than other
South Aslan countries by
virtue of s hub role, thus
providing more direct
country-lo-country
Hnkages. it sald,

See on page 7

-14-
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Clear...

India has reasonahle connectivity with more
direct senvices. bl still has significant ly fewer
direct linkages than Srl Lanka.

“1t is interesting to note that [ndia's
connectivity has declined recenily, whereas Sei
Lanka’s has risen sharply. This is probably due
to the loes of sonmee direct lner services from
Indian Ports and the rerouting of such traffic
through the Colombo hub,” It added.

*In 511 Lanka, there s a need to define the
strategy for enhancing Colombo's container hub
role, including external supporting
infrasteucture and the bnger-term roles. of
Hambantota and Trincomales Poris in a
national mar tme context,” the bank sald.
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THE Hambantota
International Port (HIP) was
represented at two premier
port related technology and
innovation centrie sum-
mits held in Singapore. First,
was the Equip Globhal Port
Automation Summit 2019 held
in August, and the other the
maore recent Port Maintenance
and Facilities summit 2019,
which provided an influential
international platform for the
Port and Maritime industry to
interact and discuss on com-
mon port management chal-
lenges, goals and solutions.

Hambantota International
Port Group Litd. Commercial
and Marketing Manager
Nishantha Gamage repre-
sented HIP at the summits and
made prosentations on auto-
mation at HIP and the port's
focus on operations and main-
tenance.

The Port Maintenance and
Facilities Summit 2019 brought
together industry veterans
from across the world to share
up-to-the-minute knowledge,
insights and resources on mod-
ern port facilities that support
efficient direct access connec-
tions and improved sustain-
abllity of the transport chain.

HIP’s Commercial and
Marketing Manager gave his
speech on ‘Operations vs,
Maintenance at Hambantota
International Port Group
(HIPG). HIF had been a subject
of interest during the Q&A
sessions, where guestions had
been asked on the methodol-
ogy used to double the port’s
volumes.

“] explained that the main
factors were Improvement of
service quality, our zero-acci-
dent concept coupled with high
productivity, introducing new
bulk terminal Operating sys-
tems (BTOS) to ensure accura-
cy of the operation, and a clear
marketing strategy to attract
new business. [ shared our suc.
degs with the new Terminal
Service Agreements signed

HIP represented at Intermational

Port related Summits

Nishantha Gamage presenting
HIP case study

with major RORO partners,
as well as the new Investment
on equipment that enabled us
to handle any kind of ROROD
cargo at HIE," says Nishantha
Gamage,

The Public-Private
Partnership with global port
operator CMPort was another
aspect taken up during the
panel discussions, giving him
the opportunity to explain how
their global partner's experi-
ence and best practices model
benefits HIP in its business
development and operations.

The Equlp Global Port
Automation Summit 2019
which was held earlier in the
year had also gathered an

, ‘

Port Maintenance and Facilities Summit

From left: HIPG Commercial and Marketing Manager Nishantha
Gamage, DPA Port Authority Senior Maintenance Planning

and Research Engineer Hany Hegazy, Sabah Ports Sdn Bhd
Engineering and Project Development Manager Jason Joutl, Port
Operations and Engineering Expert Davie Dai

audience of well-known port
operators, terminal operators
and port and maritime authori:
ties from the industry, such
as the Port of Antwerp, PSA
International, HPC Hamburg
Port consulting Gmbh, Port
of Amsterdam and New
Mangalore Port Trust, all of
who had shared on the success-
ful methods implemented by
them in terms of automation
and technology.

Nishantha Gamage had
presented on ‘A Step-by-Step
Approach to Automation

-15-

in Brownfield Ports to
Ensure High Operational
Performance’, encapsulat-
ing how Sri Lankan ports
such as HIP and Calombo
are moving towards automa.
tion, with projects like RTG
Electrification and Auto Gate
and Remote QC.

With the demand increas-
ing for larger container ves-
sels and rising labour costs
in developed nations, ports
around the world are turn-
ing more towards automation
in order to maintain their

competitive advantage in the
industry

While port automation is a
strategy for the long haul and
will take time to bear fruit, it is
a necessity that cannot be over-
Tooked. Automation would not
only help business objectives
of faster turnaround times and
increased efficiency but would
also increase safety at ports,
considerably reducing costs in
the long run. Automated ter-
minals are capable of provid-
ing round the clock service,
resulting in a consistency that
cannot be achieved by manual
operations alone.

Gamage savs that the learn.
ings from the respective sum-
mits coupled with the headway
HIP is making with CM Port's
tried-and-tested port apera-
tions fundamentals and unique
insight into the Innovative
practices, they are headed in
the right direction. He is of the
view that with all these up-to-
the-minute advances in tech-
nology, increasing productivity
and guality of service, there
would soon be a significant
change in the way the world
will view the port industry.
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Maritime Rescue Coordinating
Centre to be developed by India
State-owned defence company

B Bharat Electronics
will undertake project
B Part of Govi. plan
to develop country

as maritime hub

BHARAT Electronics Ltd.,
an Indian State-owned aero-
space and defence company,
has won Cabinet approval
Lo set up a Maritime Rescue
Coordinating Centre In

arl Lanka as part of the
Government®s policy of
developing the country as a
mearilime hub.

The objective of the project
is to provide a more efficient,
search and rescue service Lo
ensuee the security of the craft
engaged in naval and fishing
activities and face perils with-
im the maritime zone of Sri

i

-17-

Maritime...

The centre will be jointly operatad with
the Sri Lanka Navy as the key partner
and the Coast Guard Department, the Sri
Lanka Air Force and the Merchant Shipping
Secrelanal as other partners

Cabinet last week approved the pay-
ment of $ 6 million, the amount agreed
upcn by the Government of india through
the Bnara! Electronic Lid. (BEL) india, to
carry oul the said praject in accordance
with the recommandation of the Standing
Cabinet Appcinted Procurement Commities
(SCAPC).
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Investment opportunities in Hambantota increases
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Hamhantota Port signs terminal service agreement with Japan’s NYK
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Newspaper - Daily FT Date - 18-10-2019
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Hambantota Int'l Port
partners with NYK Japan

The Hambantota Interna-
tional Port Group (HIPG)
recently entered into a Ter-
minal Service Agreement
(TSA) with Japanese Ship-
ping Conglomerate NYK,
the first RoRo specific TSA
entered into by the ship-
ping line with a Sri Lankan
Port. Nippon Yusen Kaisha
(NYK), whose 130 year
history runs parallel to that
of 1ts maritime nation, is
Japan’s largest shipping
company and world’s no |
RoRo fleet operator.

Under the TSA, NYK
will bring RORO, machin-
ery and equipment cargo o
the Hambantota Interna-
tional Port (HIP), for trans-
shipment to the various
parts of the world. It is sig-
nificant that NYK entered
imte the TSA with HIPG,
after a hiatus of 4 vears

Ray Ren- CEO- HIPG and Sagara Peiris — Director = NYK

Lanka exchanging the TSA.

during which they did not
bring any transshipment
cargo to Sri Lanka. The
upgraded services at HIP
including the latest in
equipment. increase in pro-
ductivity and zero accident

policy. combined with the
benefits and concessions
offered by the port encour-
aged NYK to enter into the
agreement and renew their
operations with Sri Lanka.
The TSA will be instru-

-24-

mental in increasing vol-
umes of transshipment
cargo to the Hambantota
Port, from Japan and Thai-
land with the possibility of
India joining the equation
in future.

Tissa Wickramasinghe,
COO of HIPG says that the
TSA with NYK is a consid-
erable boost to the port and
proof of its international
status, “This is the second
TSA we signed with a Jap-
anese shipping line and it's
a lestament to the efficien-
cy levels and commercial
benefits HIP can offer. We
also hope that NYK Line,
Japan’s No. 1, entering into
an agreement to bring
transshipment cargo to HIP,
would encourage other lap-
anese shipping lines to fol-
low suit.”

The enhanced service

quality and constant
improvements HIPG has
brought to the port has paid
off, inspiring trust and con-
fidence amongst their cus-
tomers and attracting glob-
al industry leaders like
NYK.

“We're convinced our
partnership with HIP is the
beginning of a mutually
beneficial cooperation,
With our global reach,
combined with the exper-
tise and location advantage
of the Hambantota Interna-
tional port, we can antici-
pate optimising business
opportunities in the future.
NYK is committed to look-
ing for new and alternative
ways of operating and we
believe the TSA with HIPG
will help us in furthering
this goal.” says Sagara Pei-
ris, Director of NYK Line.
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Hambantota Port
in deal with NYK to
transship vehicles

Hambantota International Port Group (HIPG)
sald it recently entered into an agreement with
Japanese shipping conglomerate, Nippon Yusen
Kalsha (NYH], for vehicle transshipment through
its port on the South coast.

It said it was able to atiract Japan's largest
shipping company and the world's number-one
RoRo (roll on-roll off] fleet operator with the latest
in equipment, inerease in productivity and zero-
accident policy, combined with beneflts and
concessions offered by the port.

The Terminal Service Agreement (TSA) HIPG
entered Into with NYK is the first RoRo-specific
TSA entered into by the shipping line with a Sri
Lankan Port, a statement said.

Hambantota...

“Under the TSA, NYK will bring RORO,
machinery and equipment cargo to the
Hambantota International Port (HIP), for
transshipment to the vadous parts of the world,”
it said.

“It is significant that NYK entered into the TSA
with HIPG. after a hiatus of four years during
which they did not bring any transshipment cargo
to Sri Lanka.”

The TSA will be instrumental in increasing
volumes of transshipment cargo to the
Hambantota Port, from Japan and Thailand with
the possibility of India joining the equation in
future, the statement said.

“This is the second TSA we signed with a
Japanese shipping line, and it's a testament to the
efficiency levels and commercial benefits HIP can
offer,” said HIPG Chief Operating Officer, Tissa
Wickramasinghe.

He said that the TSA with NYK is a considerable
boost to the port and proof of its International
status.

“With our global reach, combined with the
expertise and location advantage of the
Hambantota International Port. we ecan anticipate
optimising business opportunities in the future,”
sald NYK Line Director, Sagara Pelris,

(Economynext)

-25-
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From left: HIPG Executive — Commercial and Marl

N

keting Henry Liu, HIPG GEM — Commercial and

Marketing Bindu Ranasinghe, HIPG CEO Ray Ren, NYK Lanka Director Sagara Peiris, NYK Lanka
Head of Operations Suranjika Lasantha, NYK Lanka Manager — Sales and Customer Services

Dhammika Sampath

THE Hambantota
Interrational Port Group
(HIPG) recently entered
into a Terminal Service
Agreement (TSA) with
Japanese Shipping
Conglomerate NYK,
the first RoRo specific
TSA entered into by the
shipping line with a Sri
Lankan Pori. Nippon
Yusen Kaisha (NYK),
whose 130-year history
runs parallel to that of
its maritime nation, is
Japan’s largest shipping
company and world's no, 1
RoRo fleet operator,

Under the TSA, NYK
will bring RORO, machin-
ery and equipment
cargo to the Hambantota
International Port (HLP),
for transshipment Lo
the various parts of the
world. It is significant
that NYK entered into
the TSA with HIPG, after
a hiatus of four years
during which they did
not bring any transship-
ment cargo to Sri Lanka.
The upgraded services at
HIP including the latesi
in equipment, increase

signing the TSA

in productivity and zero
accident policy, combined
with the benefits and con-
cessions offered by the
port encouraged NYK to
enter into the agreement
and renew their opera-

HIPG CEO Ray Ren and NYK Lanka Director Sagara Peiris

tions with Sri Lanka.

The TSA will be instru-
mental in increasing vol-
umes ol transshipment
cargo to the Hambantata
Port, from Japan and
Thailand with the possi-

-26-

A1 the signing ceremony of the TSA

Hambantota Internationa
Port partners with NYK Japan

bility of India joining the
equation in future.

HIPG COO Tissa
Wickramasinghe savs
that the TSA with NYK
is a considerable boost
to the port and proof
of its inlernational sta-
tus. “This is the second
TSA we signed with a
Japanese shipping line
and it's a testament to the
efficiency levels and com-
mercial benefits HIP can
offer. We also hope that
NYK Line, Japan's No. 1,
entering into an agree-
ment to bring transship-
ment cargo to HIP, would
encourage other Japanese
shipping lines to follow
suit.”

The enhanced service
guality and constant
improvements HIPG has

brought to the port has
paid off, inspiring trust
and confidence amongst
their customers and
attracting global ind ustry
leaders like NYK.

“We're convineced our
partnership with HIP is
the beginning of a mutual-
Iy beneficial cooperation,
With our global reach,
combined with the exper-
tise and location advan-
tage of the Hambantota
International port, we can
anticipate optimising busi-
ness opportunities in the
future. NYK is commit-
ted to looking for new and
alternative ways of operat-
ing and we helieve the T'SA
with HIPG will help us in
furthering this goal," says
NYRK Line Director Sagara
Peiris.
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The Hambantota International
Port Group (HIPG) has signed a
terminal service agreement
(TSA) with Japanese shipping
firm Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK)
to provide vehicle transhipment
via the port.

The agreement is the first roll-
on / voll-off (RORO)-specific TSA
signed by NYK and a port in Sri
Lanka.

YK will provide RORO,
mchinery and equipment cargo
Sri Lankan port. Then, the
véhicles will be transhipped o
different regions
The Japanese company did not

deliver any transhipment cargo
to Sri Lanka for a period of four
YEARIs.

The agreement is a result of
improved facilities and features
at the HIP, which include
advanced equipment and zero
accident policy.

The new agreement will
enable the port authorities to
raise the transhipment cargo vol-
umes to the Sri Lankan port from
Japan and Thailand. In the
future, India is also expected to
juin the project.

HIPG COO Tissa
Wickramasinghe said; *This is

Sri Lanka's Hambantota Port and NYH partner for vehide transhipment

the second TSA we signed with a
Japanese shipping line and it is a
testament to the efficiency levels
and commercial benefits HIP can
offer,

“We also hope that NYK Line
Japan's No. 1 entering into an
agreement to bring transhipment
cargo to HIP would encourage
other Japanese shipping lines to
follow sult.”

NYK Line director Sagara
Peiris said: “With our global
reach, combined with the expert.
ise and location advantage of Lhe
Hambantota International port,
we can anticipate optimising

_27-

business opportunities in the
future.”

. The Port of Hambantota is
also known as the Ruhunu

| Magampura International Port, It
" 18 a new international ship port

that is being developed in phases.

When fully operational, it will
be the world's largest port on
land and will be able to handle
approximately 20 million twenty
foot egquivalent unit (TEUs) a
year. [t will also be the second-
largest port operated by the Sri
Lanka Ports Authority in the
country, after the Port of
Calombo.
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HIP presents newwing to

THE Tissapura Junior
School situaled in Andalla,
Weorawila got a facelift
with the Hambantota
International Port officially
handing over a new two-sto-
rey building and completely
restoring outer buildings for
the use of 300 students and a
teaching staff of 24.

At the handing over cer-
emony, Chief Guest, Chinese
Ambassador to Sri Lanka
Cheng Xuevuan, said that
it was encouraging to see
Chinese companies not only
being involved in major devel-
opment in SriLanka, but also
engaging with adjacent com-
munities.

“The friendship between
Sri Lanka and China has
stood the test of fime. Today,
secing this school built by
HIPG, with the aid of China
Merchant Group is proof
of that friendship. China’s
developmenl success is
something other nations of
the world should also have,
and that is whv the Belt and
Road initiative was proposed
by President Xi Jinping.
Through this initiative,
China will continue to sup-
port countries like Sri Lanka
because it is important that
we jointly reap the benefits
of BRI. China is commilted
to world peace and develop-
ment, therefore, we want to
build nations, Supporting
nations to develop through
their own efforts, as was
the case with this schaol, is
very much in line with our
vision,” he said.

The school which is about
30 years old had previously
been in a rundown stale
and after an appeal from the
principal to the Hambantota
International Porl Group
(HIPG), work began with an
initial grant of $ 200,000 by
China Merchants Charitable
Foundation (CMCF), the
primary CSR arm of China
Merchants Group, HIPG's
main partner

Whilst the complete res-
toration of the Tissapura
Junior School isone of many

issap

HIPG CEO Rey Ren hands over
newly renovated school to the
Principal

Hoisting of flags at the opening ceremony

CSR activities initiated by
the port, it was a community
service project HIPG under-
took during the first phase
of their port operations. The
school had become derelict
and was in urgent need of
new usable space as well
as repairs to existing infra-
structure, HIPG provided
them with a new two-storey
building equipped with all
modern amenities to sup-
port learning. A complete
oveerhaul of the old buildings
including the installation of
drinking water tanks with
filtered water pipes, eight
new classrooms, staff rooms,
a science laboratory, library
and a playground were also
done, along with the supply
of anew roof.

HIPG CEO Ray Ren speak-
ing at the ceremony said that
the Company was commitied
towards uplifting adjacent
communities and the rea-
son they selected the school
as their first projecl was (o
provide better opportuni-
ties for yvoung people in the
Hambantota district.

“This is a very important
and memorable project for
us. Both HIPG and HIPS
are Sri Lankan companies,
which is why developing our
local communities is impor-
tant to us, When Principal
Weerakeerthi approached
us for support we were glad
to work with him because
we believe education is a
very important part of a
country’s development.

-30-

The rebuilt Tissapura Junior School

Secretary of the Southern
Provinee Education Ministry,
Y. Wickramasiri read-
ily-approved and his help was
invaluable in making this
project a success, in fact we
hope he will work lowards
caining ‘high school® status
for the school in the coming
year Aparl from that we have
a number of other projects
limed up that will improve the
quality of life in Hambantota,
We want to develop our envi-
ronment because it is impor-
tant for us to be a part of this
country, this commun ity amd
to have more connectivity.”
Principal ACH
Weerakeerthi addressing
the gathering expressed his
thanks to all HIPG officials,
not only for the grant to build

uraJunior School

the school but thelr support
and willingness to help in all
relevant matiers throughout
the construction,

“HIPG had pledged Rs.
4.5 million for the restora-
tion and the provision of
a new two-slorey building,
Their faith in me to see this
project through, has today
benefitted so many students,
maost of who come from very
poor families. Although the
school is 30 years in opera-
tion, it is only this vear that
four of our students passed
the scholarship exam. The
facilities we have received
has inspired us to step up our
education standards and we
intend to make everyone at
HIP proud of our [utures sue-
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Hambantota International Port presents

new wing to Tissapura Junior School

The Tissaparn Junior schaonl sitaaned
In Andaila. Wesrow ila got & face b
wilh the Nlambamiota Internativnal Por
afficlally hanedbmg over o new two-sinry
tubiding mnd eompleiely restored ouler
buildings far the use of 300 ehadents and
u tmsching atafT of fweniy-foor
A1 the handing vver coremony;, chied
wuust, Chirese Ambassador to Sl Lankn
Cherig Xueryusn sadd Bt bt was eproar-
aging 1o aes Chinese companies not anly
being irvndved in major development in
Kri Lankn. it nlso engaging with sdjs.
il comuimumnities, “The friendship
‘betwean Sri Lanka and China has siosd
e tept oF Slmte Tiwday seelng ihis
sehoal bl by HIPE, wiTR e lid of
Chima Marchont Groip lé prost of thal
friendship. Ching's developmant duc-
cena |8 aomething odher netions of the
wurkd abvakl also have, and that is why
ths Delt and Rowd indtiative was poo-
o] by Prosicent Xi Jinping. Through
thils initiative, Chibns will confins o
Bupport countries Hie Sri Lanka
borainie |8 in frporinnd (e we oty
reap thie benefits of BRL Ohina ks com
mitted o0 world peace and development,
tharefore, we want to build nations
Sugpgorting nations to develop through
Elalr oy adfTorta, as wna (e cass Wikl
thim school. ix very much bn Hee with
Ay vingon,~ b paid
The school which b about 30 years
ol hadd previcusly been i rundown
ativle el alter an wppeal from the prin-
Iclq'u'l! by the Hamhaniols International
Port Group (HIFG), work began with an
Enitinl grnnt of S0 2000000 by China
Meschants Clarilable Fuindntbon
(CMCF), the primary CSR arm of China
Mevchants Grosp, HIPG's main partner
Wiilat the comphele resioration of
the Thaapurn Jumdor Scho] ib o of
many CSH aetivities inirist=d bt

part, 11 was & commugity siFvios okt
HIPG uniderioal duaring the fired plues
ol Ak quert operaticns. The sehoo] had
et derelict anid was iy e need
of new usable space o well as ropaies fo
exisling Infrastruciure. HIPG provided
Tt with & new twistory builiing
aquippad with all modern knenliies o
supiport learning. A comphide overhal
ol the nld uibdings inedoding the insnl-
latimn of drinking waier tanks with £l
terl water pipes, vight new clasarooma,
sall rooma, & schenos laborutory: Hbeary
and & playgrodind were also dosie, along
with the muppnly of a new roal

Ray Bim, CED of HEPE speaking ai
the ceremmony it that the iy
wan vommitied twerds uplifting adia
corih oomputinities ond the resson they
helecind the schood as thelr Mhist project
wms i provida hatter opportunities for
yuting peophe in the Humbantons dis.
riet. “This is & very mportant and
mumorahle project for us. Both HIPG
aful HIFE are 8¢ Lankan companies,
which s whi deveboping o loeal com
mumities ks Important o oo When
Principal Wesrnkoorthl spgrosched us
o asippoart wir wern glind bo work with
him becauss we believe educition s o
very important par of 8 country’s
develngamwnt, Ssceviacy of the Bouthern |
Proviroe Edueation Miniatry, ¥
Wirkrnmusiri readily approved and his
help was brvabiabbe in nsking this proj.
#4218 puccess, dn fact we Bope I will
wark towands gnining ‘high school’
s fior (e schood in the coming yoas
Apart frons st we e s neimber of
ather proajects 1indd wp thixt will bnpivie
it quatiey of 1ife bn Hambantota, ‘We
want i develop oar i ironmsem
bocaues 11 is imporant for us 16 bea
part of this eountry, this somnmunbly
AT b have mare connectivibe”

ittt Ambuniad 1o S Larks Chensg Eoycan sa0d 8y recroraging b2 v CNnags companian ot 2oy
RS iaoord o D! et o A LAsA bt IS S5QRGg Witk ABCk] Conmatites
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‘No Chinese military
use of Hambantota'

China, Sri Lanka
tie-up to revive
agri productivity
i ""'"”-:'Wﬁibﬁﬁgﬁﬂﬁi‘”'r' R

China and Sri Lanka are working
closely towards better cooperation to
increase agricultural productivity to
help alleviate poverty in Sri Lanka, Chi-
nese Ambassador in Sri Lanka Cheng

Date -

Xueyuan said yesterday.
UG

30-10-2019

China, Sri Lanka tie-up to revive agri productivity - Ambassador... rom pege o

The Ambassador, speaking to the
media at the Lotus Tower in Colom-
bo yesterday, said a delegation from
China was presently in Sri Lanka
researching and learning on dry sea-
son problems and exploring more
ways Lo help mitigate those prob-
lems.

“One area they have looked into is
the potential to create artificial rain
to help farmers survive the dry sea-
son. Both Sri Lapkaw-and Chinese
Governments have paid more atten-
tion 1o enhance cooperation in the
agricultural sector and poverty relat-
ed issues. Jointly, we hope 1o achieve
more progress in the future in this
area,” he said,

The Ambassador said that Chinese
led projects in Sri Lanka has so far
created over 100,000 direct employ-
ment for Sri Lankans and that over
10,000 Sri Lankans have received
technical training as a result of those
projects.

He made this remark debunking

the claim that Sri Lankans are
deprived of job opportunities due to
Chinese expat workers presently
employed in various Chinese funded
development projects. “For example
there are about 1,350 emplovees at
the Colombo International Container
Terminal (CICT) and out of them 26
are Chinese expats. As a percentage,
it is less than 1 percent. The silua-
tion is same in other project sites.

+ Fhese claims were made without

knowing the real situation,” he
noted. The Ambassador used the
forum to respond to the claims on
luring Sri Lanka into a debt trap by
Chinese loans, also alleging that “it
was a falsehood narrated by some
Western countries”. “According to
the Central Bank and Finance Minis-
try reports in 2018, the total exter-
nal debt of Sri Lanka as at 2018 was
USD 52,000 million. The balance of
Chinese loans to be settled as at now
is USD 6,000 million. This is 11.5
percent of the total external debt,
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and 60 percent of those Chinese
loans are concessionary loans given
at low interest rates. We support Sri
Lanka with genuine interest to help
its development,” he elaborated.
Observing that many prominent Chi-
nese companies are currently think-
ing about investing more in Sri
Lanka, the Ambassador highlighted
the need to improve business envi-
ronment in the country for better
investment. ]

Observing that Sri Lanka is at the
verge of another important Presiden-
tial Election, the Ambassador pointed
out that there is common understand-
ing of the China's role in Sri Lanka’s
development irrespective of political
and ethnic differences in the country.

The Chinese Embassy officials,
including the Second Secretary Luo
Chong, Commercial Counselor Yang
Zuoyuan, Political Counselor Hu Wei
and Interpreter Prof Huo Weimin,
took part in the event along with the
Ambassador.
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