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S1X of Evergreen
Lines" large ves-
sels deploved in the
Far East/European
Trade have called at
Colombo Port com-
mencing from 1B
December 2018,

Mv. Ever Golden
was the first vessel
to call at Colombo
International
Container Terminal
(CICT) with carry-
ing capacity of 20,388
TEUS followed by My,
Ever Gifted making
her maiden call on
1 January, Mv. Ever
Gliven on 14 January,
Mv. Ever Genius on
28 January, Mv. Ever
Grade arrived on 6

February and Mv.

Ever Goods on 18
February
Evergreen has

taken the delivery
of eighl of its Ultra
Large Container
Ships (ULCS) out
of its 20,388 TEUS
capacily 11 ships
from Japanese ship-
yvard Imabari Group
ordered through
Shoei Kisen Kaisha
Ltd. and all ordered
vessels will be deliv-
ered over the next few
months.

With a LOA of 400
m and a breadth of
5% m (23 rows) the
Evergreen's largest
fleet of vessels Mv,
Ever Golden and her
sister ships can reach
a commercial speed of
21 knots.

Talwan-based
Evergreen Marine
intends to continue to
expand its fleet after
confirming that 47
vessels will join the
company between
2018 and 2021.

The ship design
incorporates opti-
mised hull profiles
and minimise ballast

Newspaper -

Daily FT  Date - 04-03-2019

Evergreen Line 20,000-TEU
capacity new generation ultra-large

water requirements to
maximise cargo car-
rying capacity. The
vessels are designed
to have larger depth
to strengthen hull
structure and naviga-
tion safety and ships
are fully complied
with the regulations
of International
Maritime Agencies.

Currenlt service
cooperatlon arrange-
ments with its Global
Alliance partners will
enhance Evergreen Lo
efficiently utilise the
capacity and garner
the potential benefits
represented by lager
vessels,

With the new deliv-
eries and renewals
and expansion of
fleet, the program will
rejuvenate the fleet
thereby enhancing
the quality of service
offered to customers
and reinforcing the

Liner's competitive-
ness in the market
place,

The arrival of the
Evergreen vessels
were marked with a
ceremony attended by
SLPA Management,
CICT Management as
well as representa-
tives for Evergreen
Line and local agents

Hemas Maritime
L.

contalner Shl

S call at Colombo

5
From left: Hemas Operations Head Ajanlha Samarakoon. CICT Marketi.ng and

Commercial Head Catriona Jayasundera, Evergreen Line Representative Capt. C.J.
Lee, Mv. Ever Golden Master Capt. Reddy Nagi Jayaram, Mv. Ever Golden Chief
Officer Duggal Pritpal Singh, CICT CEO Ray Ren, Hemas Maritime General Manager
Mushin Kitchilan, Hemas Maritime Executive Director Preethilal Fernando, CICT
Operations General Manager Kumar Siriwardane

From left: CICT Operations General Manager Kumar Siriwardane, SLPA Additional
Managing Director Upali De Zoysa, SLPA Harbour Master Capt. Nirmal Silva, repre-
sentatives of the ship's local agent Hemas Maritime Ltd., Chairman Imtiaz Esufally,
Mv. Ever Gifted Master Capt. Puri Gauray, Hemas Maritime Executive Director
Preethilal Fernando, CICT Marketing and Commercial Head Catriona Jayasundera,
Hemas Maritime General Manager Mushin Kitchilan
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A special foreign del-
egation headed by AP
Moller — Maersk Chief
Executive (Mficer Soren
Skou recently visited Sri
Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPAY, The delegation
had special discussions
with SLPA Managing
Direcior Capt. Athula
Hewavitharama. The del-
egation also included
A.P. Moller Maersk
Personal Assistant Sigrid
Schumacher, JV/ME/
Africa Portfolio - Maersk

delegation visits SLPA

Portfolio Manager Soren
Jakobsen, Macersk Lead
Public Affairs Advisor

Julian Bewis, Maersk
Area Managing Director,
India, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh Steven
Felder and Maersk Sri
Lanka Country Manager
Siddarth Iyer. SLPA
Board Ddrector H.D.A_S.
Premachandra, SLPA
Additional Managing
Director Upali De Zoysa,

SLPA Director Logistics
Upul Jayatissa, Director
(Port Operations)
Javantha Perera and
Harbour Master Capt.
Nirmal Silva are also
SEe.
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Maersk special foreign deleqﬁtltnn visits Sri Lanka Ports Authority

A ipeelal - 1 b Pulilie Affairs Adveior Jubas
* hemded by -ﬁ;ﬁllnﬂ‘fﬁm Bewin, Marndk Area Msnagey
Chded Ex. e Officer Socmm Diecior, India, 36 Lanks ssd
Skou toce vistied the 56 Bamghdoh Steves Frider ssd
Lanks Porta Authority (SLFA) Muerk S Lasks Coumiry
The delcgation 2ad il Manages Seddarsh bya
discunsinhs wiih HLFA ~ SLPA Buard Dirgcied
recies Capl Athuls HID A S Promecbindrs, 5LPA
Addinisns| Masaging Dereceed

delegution slso mehded  Upsli De Zeyw, SLPA DHrecter

T

AP Wnller = Maeeak Persoeal
Amabsiant Sigrid Schumicher,
INIMEfATrica Tonfolic
Mucrsk Porifolio Maneger
Sequn lakobwen, Masnk Lead

Logiviizs Upnl fayatinm
Direcior Fon  Operations
fayamtha Pecors and iabour
Melanser Capt. Nirmsl Sifvare
s 6 thet plszary

4-



CLIPPINGS ©

Yot - B

gz - 2019-03-04

SHesainl 2L6E 6HnE SHEGH
66 H66I8H 80sa 0)s FAmBG0 A6

48 oBel - 3¥dd (Maersk) sondos
smam chped Dede dawido BSod opfa ¢,

§ Com Do elmmSed setnden 8do D o
&8 gdno Bdrao Sgdnd sooelin

cemid somed givodiend gd L esw
Beda Secido 882 § com Ddie olimbed
agahmd glock oBomd oo edhonded

eoom 280 Bede caldibe ddo

Sa. &8s qUdOD0 98dd nenae edpedd
Slofo nood Bd50 ge@nd | mmbomds oe-
dehod cmedd sdemded, g andm
c@addm ¢oedon dicd a3l omBa oe-

Ssnmd gonae d0049 endl (el § @eom,

adedigedn) oo § meemel

\

~
o

oerahad Biold sdall sadidde oo-
o8 Do § pew Do elobo edpeld o8
ginee s@de oado cDhded edatde
gfelio ogiehmmd glae - ¢ ¢ eodm,
ganoe (sl soE@) - cad dadde, glnoe
(s8ena@) dudo soslich, mal sxddl - o8-
ez Slang B¢ sodids oomd go,




CLIPPINGS @

Newspaper — Ceylon Today

-

Date - 05-03-2019

A SPECIAL MAERSK
DELEGATION AT SLPA

A special foreign delegation headed by Soren Skou
Chief Executive Officer, A P. Moller _ Maersk recently vis-
ited 5ri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), a media release
stated.

The delegation had special discussions with the
Managing Director of SLPA Capt. Athula Hew avitharana,

The delegation also included Sigrid Schumacher N
Personal Assistant, A.P Moller  Maersk; Soren
Jakobsen - Portiolio Manager, JV/ME/Africa Portfolio -
Maersk;, Julian Bevis - Lead Public Affairs Advisor _

Maersk; Steven Felder _ Area Managing Director, india,

SriLanka and Bangladesh _ Maersk and Siddarth lyer -

Sri Lanka Country Manager _ Maersk.

H.D.A.5 Premachandra _ Board Director SLPA,
Additional Managing Director of SLPA _ Upali De Zoysa,
Director Logistics of SLPA _ Upul Jayatissa, Director
(Port Operations) _ Jayanths Perera and Harbour Master

Capt. Nirmal Silva are also in the picture.
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Full speech with proposals and annexures

= i

TRANSFORMING SRI LANKA |
INTO A GLOBAL MARITIME HUE
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.
HAMBANTOTA
INTERNATIONAL
PORT

HIRG HIRS
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COLLABORATIVE
CULTURES

At CICT, we believe in the power of individuals and the perfection that

can be achieved when strong individuals strive together. That's why wa're driven
by lasting partnerships to complete our mission of building 2 cooperative culture
that links our customer and ourselves. Together, we facilitate global trade in the
most efficient and effective manner,

COLOMBO INTERMATIONAL CONTAINER TERMINALS LIMITED
DEEPWATER TERMIMAL OF CHOICE Eamait oirnleiet.

cict www.cict Ik

-
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CABINET APPROVES
USS 01 B FDI

FOR MAGAMPURA PORT

For oil refinery to attract ships

By METHMALIE DISSANAYAKE

Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Southern Development, Sagala
Ratnayaka, yesterday (6) said in
Parliament that Cabinet had approved
a large scale Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) to the tune of USD
one billion for an oil refinery at the
Magampura Mahinda Rajapaksa Pon
on the same day.

The Minister, participating in the
debate on the Appropriation Bill 2019,
said the former Government did not

have a plan to attract ships to said
Port although they built it by oblaining
large loans. But when the current
Government came up with a plan to
attract ships, it was disrupted by
politically motivated protests, he
added.

“An industrial zone adjacentto
the Port was proposed but it
had to be postponed due to
protests. if we received support
from everyone, there might be a

-11-

significant progress by now
around that area and many
new jobs could have been

created as well” he

noted.
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By Bamay INpiami
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Cabinet approves USD 1 bn FDI -Sagala

Cabinel yesterday approved a
large seale Foreign Direct lnvest-
ment (FDI) ta the tune of USD 1
hillion for an oil refinery at the

Hambantoia Port, Ports and Ship-

ping and Southern Development
Minister Sagala Ratnayvaka said.

Joining in the Budget debate in
Parliament yesterday, he said the
proposed industrial zone adjacent
tin the Hamhbantota Port delayed
due to politically motivated pro-
Liesis,

“There was no plan to attrait
ships 1o the Hambantola port.
When we came up with a plan to

attract ships, it was disrupted by
arganising politically motivited
protests, The repercussions in the
delay in implementing the indus-
trial zone were for the vouth and

the ordinary people of the country.

Had it recemved the support of all,
it could have seen more progress
by now and many new employ-
ment opportunities could have
been created,” he said,
Commenting on the Police ser-
vice, the Minister observed that
the establishment of the National
Police Commission was a progres-
sive step to de-politicise the insti-

tution and make it stronger and
independent. The minister also
commended the service of newly
formed ‘Organized Crimes and

MNarcotic Range” adding thal it con-

tributed a lot (o curb the drug
menace.

He commended that its raids
helped to prevent smuggling in of
cocaine and heroin to the country.

“Today, the peaple have faith on
Police,Law and Order and Judici-
ary of the country. They have even
earned the international credibili-
ty, Though there was a sethack
during the 51-day political crisis,

the conduct of the above institu-
tions helped o restore the interna-
tiomal credibility,” he added.

-14-
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BETTER THE BALANCE, BETTER THE WORLD

THE BENCHMARK FOR
GENDER EQUALITY

South Asic Gﬂ'M'r' Tarminals {SAGT] is unmrdwinning We ore an  acgonizalion that belbeves in eqgual
crgonisation that hos dedicoted iself o meclising e opportunity, That is why we ensore that ol employees

marifime hub cypirations of the notion, With o herilage tha! oy the same rewords, resources ond prospects
spans 19 years, SAGT has :nnhnuﬂ-u:.i redefined the regpardiess of their gender,

stondgedy of excellonce in tha marifime indusiry, As ono of SAG I
tha threa oparators in Part of Colomba, SAGT has baen an

instumental force in propelling the Port of Colombo 1o PORT OF COUOMBD 581 LAMKA
bocome the preaminent gateway hub in South Asio

wewoioghcom k. G@O0
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BETTER THE BALANCE, BETTER THE WORLD

International

THE BENCHMARK FOR
GENDER EQUALITY

South Asio Gﬂ'M'r' Tarminals {SAGT] is on awand winning  We afe on argonizalion that belbeves in eqgual
crgonisation that hos dedicoted isell o reclising the opportunity, That is why we ensore that ol employees
marifime hub oapirations of the nation, With o heriloge tha!  enjoy the same rewards, msowces and prospects

spans 19 years, SAGT has :nnhnuﬂ-u:.i redefined the regpardies of their gender

stondgedh of excellence in the marifime industry. As onp of SAG T
tha threa aparaters in Part of Colomba, SAGT has baen an

insrumenial force in propelling the Porl of Colombo o PORT OF COLOMBO 5R1 LAkIA

bocome the preaminent gateway hub in South Asio

wewoioghcom k. G@O0
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Bangladesh Naval
Ship departs

Bangladesh Naval Ship (BNS) the Colombo harbour on
Dhaleshwari, which arrived in the island 6 March after the successful
ona goodwill visit on 3March, departed  completion of her four-day official visit.

il
i
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US delegation visits Hambantota Port
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US DELEGATION VISITS HAMBANTOTA PORT

A delegation headed by US Ambassador 10
Sri Lanka & Maldives, Ms. Alaina B. Teplitz,
visited the Hambantota International Port on
February 27, 2019.

The visit was a part of the US Govern-
ment’s mission to meet senior government
and private sector officials, to discuss invest-
ment opportunities in Sri Lanka as well as to
tour key economic development projects. The
Ambassador was accompanied by LS.
Embassy Public Affairs Officer, David

McGuire and Senior Defense Officer/Defense
Attache, Lt. Colonel Douglas Hess.

The COO of the Hambamtota Imernational
Port Group (HIPG), Tissa Wickremasinghe,
met with the 3 member delegation, along with
Rear Admiral (Rid) Jayantha de Silva, Head
of Security, Hambantota International Port
Services (HIPS). The US delegation was
briefed on the port’s facilities, while the COO
explained the development status and future
planning of the Port to Ambassador Teplitz.

From left, Senior Defense Officer/Defense Attaché, Lt. Colonel Douglas Hess, US
Ambassador to Sri Lanka & Maldives, Ms. Alaina B. Teplitz, COO of Hambantota
International Port Group (HIPG), Tissa Wickremasinghe, Rear Admiral Jayantha de
Silva, HIPS and US Embassy Public Affairs Officer, David McGuire COO briefing
the delegation through the Port's facilities Ambassador Teplitz in conversation

with the COO on development plans for the port i

-19-
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From left, Senior Defense Officer/Defense Attaché, Lt. Colonel
Douglas Hess, US ambassador to Sri Lanka & Maldives, Ms.
Alaina B. Teplitz, COO of Hambantota International Port Group
(HIPG), Tissa Wickremasinghe, Rear Admiral Jayantha de Silva,
HIPS and US embassy Public Affairs Officer, David McGuire

US delegation visits
Hambantota Port

A delegation headed by
US ambassador to Sri
Lanka & Maldives, Ms,
Alaina B. Teplitz, visited
the Hambantota
International Port on
February 27.

The visit was a part of
the US Government's mis-
slon to meet senior govern-

ment and private sector offi-

clals, to discuss investment
opportunities in Sri Lanka
as well as to tour key eco-
nomic development proj-
ects. The ambassador was
accompanied by U.5.
embassy Public Affairs
Officer, David MeGuire and

Senior Defense
Officer/Defense Attaché, 1.4
Colonel Douglas Hess

CO0 of Hambantota
International Port Gronp
(HIPG), Tissa
Wickremasinghe, met with
the 3 member delegation
along with Rear Admiral
{Retd) Javantha de Silva,
Head of Security,
Hambantota International
Port Services (HIPS). The
US delegation was hriefed
on the port's facilities,
while the COOQ explained
the develapment status and
future planning of the Port
to ambassador Teplilz
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Final workshop on
National Port Master
Plan concludes
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S

Ambassador Teplitz in conversation with the COO on decelopment plans for the port

US Delegation Visits
Hambantota Port

delegation headed by US Ambassador to  McGuire and Senior Defense Officer/Defense
Sri Lanka & Maldives, Ms. Alaina B. Attaché, Lt. Colonel Donglas Hess. :
Teplitz, visited the Hambantota COO of Hambantota International Port
International Port on February 27. Group (HIPG), Tissa Wickremasinghe, met
The visit was a part of the US with the three-member delegation, along with
Government's mission to meet senior govern-  Rear Admiral (Retd) Jayantha de 5ilva, Head.
ment and private sector officials, to discuss of Security Hambantota International Port

investment opportunities in Sri Lanka as well  Services (HIPS). The US delegation was

as to tour key economic development projects.  briefed on the port’s facilities, while the COO
The Ambassador was accompanied by TS explained the development status and future
Embassy Public Affairs Officer, David planning of the Port to Ambassador Teplitz,
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Change on the rise
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for maritime industry

Marvellous developments have eliminated barriers to entry for women

in so-called traditionally male dominated jobs in industries
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Port sector decision-making process

Pressure to overcome delays - putswiisty

Ports, Shipping and South-
ern  Development Minister
Sagala Ratnayaka said the
ministry would examine
would delays in decision-mak-
ing in the ports sector in the
past few years, as the first step
in corréétingitdeonrsel 1 1) V1

“Colombo  Port  has
reached its full capacity and
the growth, quite naturally,
will taper off. The pressure is
now on to catch up on various
delays on the decision-making
front in the recent past,” Rat-
nayaka told an event at the
Kingsbury Hotel Colombo last
week to familiarise industry
stakeholders with the Asian
Development Bank-supported
national port master plan.
“This examination is not
aimed at penalising anyone.

We need to avoid the recur-
rence of these issues and fast-
track our work," Ratnayaka
said, adding that it would be a
‘case study’ on what not to do.

“Such problems are not
unigue to the ports and ship-
ping sector. When [ was the
Deputy Minister of Power and
Energy vears ago, the ministry
confronted similar problems.
That is why it's important to

-25-

get to the bottom of these
delays and resolve the root
causes,” the Minister
explained.

“The Sri Lanka Ports
Authority, as | understand, has
been closely involved with the

| Asian : Developmeénit \Bank on

the formulation of the nation-
al port master plan which has
already been presented to the
Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe. Therefore, we
cannot have second thoughts
about it at this point. We need
to finalise this and proceed
with our work, with a vision
and a mission.” The national
port development master
plan, the Minister said, would
lay a rabust foundation for the
ports and maritime sector’s
development until 2050.
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Ports Mmlstry SLPA hold final workshop on NPMP

The final workshop on National
Port Master Plan (NPMP), organised
together with the Ports, Shipping and
Southern Development Ministry and
Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), was
held recently, ut The Kingsbury Hotel,
Colombo, with a large gathering of
local and foreign professionals.

Ports, Shipping and Southern
Development Minister Sagala
Ratnayaka attended as the chief guest
of the event.

The NPMP is a technical assistance
project financed by the Asian
Development bank (ADB) through the
Japan Fund for Poverty Re n.

The project is driven’with the
objectives of guiding the port
sector to strengthen its capacity and
competifiveness in the global market,
to ensure that the port infrastructure
is developed and operated in an
optimum manner in line with long-term
planning up to 2050 and identify short-
term priority projects for the Port of
Colombo and Port of Trincomalee,

Speaking at the ocension, Ratnayaka
stated that since the port has reached
18 capacity, the pressure is on and
catching-up on many delays that have
taken place, in decision-making over
the last few vears with regard to port
sector will take place immediately.

“The Port Master Plan done by ADB
has laid out the path to get about doing
1t with a vision and mission. Therefore,
we have got to make the decisions and
move forward,” the minister said.

Expressing views at the event,

From Left: Aslan Development Bank Country Ditectar Sri Widowati, Ports, Shlppln and Southem

Development Ministry Secretary Dr. Par

ADB Country Dircctor Sris
Widowati said that owing
to its strategic location
Sri Lanka was playing a
substantial role as a regional
transport hub.

"As maritime
transportation 18 fundamental
infrastructure of an island
narion, i s very important to

ama Dissa
Development Minister Sagala Rtrnaym and snunu

ake, Ports, Shipping uthern
I'B.ll.lthm‘il\! {hahman Kavan Ratnayaka
} supported the development of
breakwater and other harbour
infrastructure that could cater
Y three termunals
il “We are so pleased to see
that at present, the Port of
Colombo is performing very
well.” she said

Further speaking, Widowati
stated that beyond the Port

keep sirengthening the port of Colombo, Sei Lanka
capacity anid competitiveness MTBS Netherland could and should have
and maintain this role in the :ﬁ,ﬂ%ﬁ;}eﬂ"’"m the most competitive and
region. ADB has worked williem Slendebros! preferred ports and shipping
closely with the government conducts NPMP destinations in the region

of Sri Lanka for more than Presentation Preparation of the NPMP

five decades and transport has
always been the largest sector in ADHB
aperation i Sri Lanka,” she sawd,
During the past, ADB supported the
development of the Port of Colombo
with it~ Colombo Port Expansion
Project as the largest investment
preject of ADB approved for 2007
The project intended 10 improve the
contanier handling capacity and was
developed on the PPP basis when ADB

18 one objective of realizing
this timely requirement to guide
the national port sector with long-
term planning horizons, Meeting
request by the government in August
2016, ADB approved a Technical
Assistance grant in the amount of US
S 1.5 million financed by the Japan
Fund for Poverty Reduction for the
development of NPMP of Sni Lanka

.J\ccg;ding_]y, the pl:m ensures that
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the port infrastructure is developed
and operated in an optimum manner
in co-¢xisience in urban areas in line
with the long-term planning of the
country. The two phases of this master
plan will look into policy directions
and individual port developmental
plans, The national policy directives
will cover nationwide 1ssues in this
regard and the Ports of Colombo and
Trincomalee have been selected for
individial ports

The plan has also been prepared in
harmony, synchronizing with the other
plans and studies und especially the
economie corridors that were prepared
under ADB assistance.

“The study has initiated a
comprehensive development plan
for the Colombo and Trincomalee
cconomic corridor and seeks to
uddress regional imbalances in the
country through regional development
and by extending the siring of westem
regions to the other end of the corridor
and also along the cormidor,” Widowati
said,

The presentation on the NPMP at
the final workshop was conducted by
MTHES Netherland Senior Manager
and NPMP Project Manager Williem
Slemdebrock.

Following the final stakeholders’
workshop, the final report 1= expected
to be handed over to the government
of Sr1 Lanka by end-March this year

The workshop also included a
panel discussion supported by o
Q&A scssion,
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Newspaper - Ceylon Today Date - 14-03-2019

Cabinet
decisions

Purchase of three gantry cranes
to further expand the activities of
the Jeya Container Terminal at the
Ports Authority:

A proposal submitted by the Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Southern Development to purchase
three gantry cranes to further expedite the work of
the said Terminal at the Ports Authority was
approved by the Cabinet.
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INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED SHIPBROKERS (UK)
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Newspaper - Sunday Times

By Naminl Wijedasa

he Ports and Shipping

Ministry this week sought

Cabinet permission to
rescind a 2016 bidding process for
the deep water East Container
Terminal (ECT) after squander:
ing months on what started out
as an effort to seal a publie pri-
vate partnership for the facility’s
management.

Ports Minister Sagala
Ratnayake presented the paper to
the Cabinet this week, but noti-
fied ministers that he was with-
drawing sections in the memo-
randum which also requested
approval to buy container han-
dling and gantry cranes for the
ECT using Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) funds.

The ECT has been ready since
mid-2015, when its first phase
was completed with a commer-
cial loan of US$ 80mn from the
Bank of Cevlon. This comprised
a 440m quay berth, an 18-hectare
container vard and other facili-
ties,

However. its berths require
container handling equipment—
five ship-to-shore cranes and
seven rubber tyred gantry
cranes—to make them function-
al. Eight other rubber tyred gan.
try cranes were to have been
transferred from another termi-
nal to raise the total to 15

It had been proposed that the
cranes be purchased from SLPA's
own funds, which are readily
available, This would circumvent
the need for a foreign loan and,
thereby, foreign exchange losses
that will severely impact the
organisation's profit and loss
aceount.

In the 2018 financial year alone,

orts Minist

the SLPA's financial loss was
maore than Rs 10bn, incurred on
repaying the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) loan for the break-
water and on yen loans taken as
far back as 1985. The profit of Rs
8bn earned that year was not-
withstanding these heavy liabili-
ties.

It is learnt, however, that the
administration is now consider-
ing a proposal for a Government-
to-Government (G-to-G) deal
floated by Japan and India for the
management of the ECT. The
idea is that they will fund the
procurement of cranes-which
must be bought from a Japansse
supplier--and that the SLPA will
take on the liability of resettle-
ment of the loan. Aneweompany
will then be formed to manage
the ECT, in which India and
Japan will hold a 49 percent stake
and the SLIPA 51 percent,

This proposal is now reported-
ly under consideration in what is
a continuation of a policy of
dividing strategic projects in Sri
Lanka among foreign players on
geopolitical—not commercial—
grounds. The negotiations on a
G-to-G project will result in fur-
ther delay of the ECT being put
to use, amidst a dramatic slow-
down in the growth of Colombo
port this year owing to lack of
capacity.

The port achieved overall
growth of 15 percent in 2018 with
transhipment increasing by 19
percent. But by last week, growth
in the entire port of Colombo had
slowed down to 3.5 percent, an
insider said, blaming the lagon
the fallure to launch the ECT The
industry agrees there is asevere
lack of capacity.

The ECT has been at the centre

of a political fiasco from the time
it was completed. The previous
Government had commissioned
the equipment from M/s
Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy
Industries Co. Ltd (ZPMC). When
the regime changed in January
2015, Arjuna Ranatunga, the new
Ports Minister, cancelled the
order alleging corruption
(although no action was taken
against the alleged perpetrators).

In June 2015, the Cabinet gave
the green light for the SLPA to
order anew four handling and 12
gantry cranes, Eight months
later, in February 2016, the policy
changed again. The Government
invited expressions of interest
(Eals) for the development of
ECT. A joint venture with an
investor (SLPA holding 51 per-
cent of equity) was envisaged.
Bids closed in July that year.

Five consortia applied: Altken
Spence PLC with Port of
Singapore Authority (PSA) and
Shapoori Pallonji; China
Merchant Holdings International
(CMHI) with Evergreen, CMA
CGM (shipping company) and
Summit Shipping from
Bangladesh; John Keells with
APM Terminals, Maersk Lines
and Container Corporation of
India Ltd; Terminal Link with
CMA CGM; and Hayleys with
Westport Shipping Services LLC,
Mitsui and Co, Mitsubishi and Co
and NYK. Transnet (South
Africa) and MST Terminals put
in single bids, bringing the num-
ber of interested parties up to
SEVEDN.

No fewer than four committees
evaluated the bids for the Bulild,
Operate and Transfer (BOT) con-
cession and the ADB was hired as
@ consultant. But in December
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ry in move to cancel
bidding process; India-Japan
eal under consideration

2016, the process was abandoned ™
after the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Management (CCEM),
which was headed by Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe,
introduced fresh conditions to
the process that eliminated all
seven parties vying for the pro-
Ject.

Minister Ranatunga then can-
vassed Cabinet approval to buy
cranes so the SLPA could run the
ECT. His successor, Minister
Mahinda Samarasinghe, also
sought permission to purchase
the equipment, this time with the
SLPA's own funds, But these
didn’t go through and a G-to-G is
now being touted.

“The SLPA will have to buy the
equipment from Japan,” said a
senior shipping official who did
not wish to be named. “It will be
more expensive and involve a
loan, Even if it involves a grace
period, the SLPA is still paying
the yen loans taken for the Jaya
Container Terminal (JCT).”

The official said a G-to-G loan
at this point would be a “folly” as
it will severely affect the SLPA's
balance sheet. *Then people will
clamour it's a loss-making organ-
isation and to close it down,"” he
reflected. “The same thing hap-
pened with Hambantota (port)
until the management was able to
transfer the loan onto the
Treasury resulting in huge prof
its for the SLPA, If you want to
kill the SLPA, G-to-G is the best
prescription, The SLPA has the
money."

Meanwhile, Cabinet granted
approval this week for the SLPA
to buy three ship-to-shore cranes
from ZPMG in a move to increase
the eapacity of the JCT deep
berth.
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SENIOR officials of Lhe
Chartered Institute of
Logistics and Transport
(CILT) Sri Lanka last week
paid a courtesy eall on
the new Sri Lanka Ports
Authority Chairman
Kavan Rathnayake. CILT
Chairperson Gayanl de
Alwis, CMILT, International
Vice President Romesh
David, FCILT, Past Chairman
Saliva Senanavake,
FCILT Vice Chairmen
Channaka de Alwis, CMILT
and Gihan Javasinghe,
CMILT, Treasurer Upali
Gunawardena, FCILT, and
GILT Secretary General
Jasantha Dias represented
the CILT. SLPA Additional

Managing Director Upali de
Zoya, CMILT, joined the meet-
ing with the SLPA Chairman,

CILT Chair gave brief
presentation on CILT and
opportunities for joint col-
laborative work between the

CILT pays courtesy call to new SLP.

two organisations were dis-
cussed.

The Chartered Institute
of Logistics and Transport
(CILT) is a leading global
professional body associated
with the logistics, transport

43
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and supply chain industry
The Institute holds unparal-
leled international recog-
nition and works towards
achieving its objectives of
promoting and encouraging
the art and science of logis-

A Chairman

ties and transport through its
membership and its educa-
tional qualifications,

CILT is celebrating
‘Centennial’, this year with
a global membership of over
35,000 in 35 countries across
the globe, CILT provides a
professional identity to those
in the ever expanding logis-
ties and transport sector, Tt
is a strong, active and a uni-
fied professional body that is
able (o speak with authority
on strategic issues affecting
husinesses and people in the
industry and support their
CALROTS,
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SLPA FETES RETIRED EMPLOYEES
FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE

The Sri Lanka Pons
Authority (SLPA) employ-
ees retired recently have
been awarded gold medals
for their outstanding service
in a ceremony held at the
Mahapola Ponts & Marntime
Academy. last week.

Over 140 emplovees
retired recently from SLPA
have been awarded in this
ceremony held under the
patronage of Minister af)
Ports and Shipping and
Southermn Development
Sagala Ramayvaka

Minister of Ports and
Shipping and Southern
Development Sagala Rat-
nayaka, speaking at the
event said that he was very
happy about the commit-
ment of those retiring
emplovees toward the pro-
aress of the SLPA, “The
employees are deserved to
earn benefits for their ser-
vices in the same way the
country is expecting their
service. We all should
work for the benefits of
the country,” he said

He further highlighted

An employee is being awarded with a gold medal by
Minister of Ports and Shipping and Southern
Development, Sagala Ratnayaka, Kavan Ratnayaka
Chairman of SLPA, Captain Athula Hewawitharana
Managing Director, P. Ranathunga Director (Human
Resources) and Nirmal Fonseka Chief Manager
(Human Resources) are also present in the picture.

the urgent requirement of
implementing operations
of the Eastern Container
Terminal (ECT) as the
capacity of the port has
reached the highest level,
Speaking at the event
Kavan Ratnayaka the
Chairman of Sri Lanka

Ports Authority (SLPA)
stated that the Pont
Authority was able to win
many victories in the mar-
iime industry in the
world. The Pon of
Colombo was ranked as
the highest container
growth port in the world,

-48-

handling over 7 million
containers in 2018,
“Those were greal
achievements of the
employees,” he said.
Further speaking,
Kavan Ramayaka the
Chairman of SLPA said
that he was happy 1o be
inthe award ceremony of
the employees. who had
played an exceptional role
in e S Lanka Ports
Authonty. “I am delighted
to extend my gratitude to
those who dedicated
themselves to the growth
of the ports.” he said.
Capt, Athula Hewav-
itharana Managing Direc-
tor of the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA), Mr
Agil Hewegeepana Direc-
tor (Quter Port), P Ranat-
hunga Director (Human
Resources), Nirmal Fon-
seka Chief Manager
(Human Resources), Dr
Prasanna Lokuge Director
(Information Systems),
and several officersas well
as emplovees of the SLPA
were present at this event.
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Three STS
cranes for
Jaya Container
terminal

-

Theee Ship-to-Shore (STS) anes are to be
purchased to increase the Deep Berth Capacity of the
laya mw!mm;ﬁﬂ?t

The project will be implemented by the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority to increase the capacity of the Deep
Berth Capacity of the Jaya Container Terminal {ICT)
and enhance the capacity to handle larger container
vessels ariving at the Port of Cotombe,

The proposal made by the Minister of Ports
& Shipping and Southern Development Sagala
Ratnayaka,, to proceed with the future activities
of the procurement procedure, was approved
by the Cabinet. The infrastructure project, along
with numerous others came to a grinding halt
due to the political crisis last year The project was
set to enhance the depth capacity of the terminal
and purchase additional machinery. Despite being
approved by both former cabinets, the project was
put on hold when the political landscape changed

The initial cabinet proposal, submitted by
former Minister of Ports and Shipping Mahinda
Samarasinghe on October 5 and was approved
on October 23, sought to award the contract to
ALESS NAVIS Joint Venture in accordance with
the recommendations of the Standing Cabinet
Appointed Procurement Committee (SCAPC)
to improve the NAVIS Terminal Management
System and the Unity Container Terminal {UCT)
of the terminal.

e
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Wo will colebrate
women's
achiovamonts

All participants with officials

By SHamseER JALEEL

SRI Lanka Rugby (SLR)
together with South
Asia Gateway Terminals
Ltd. (SAGT), sponsor
of Women's Rughy in
Sri Lanka, celebrated
International Women's
daw on 2 March.

Women hawve given a
lot to sport and rugby
over the years in Sri
Lanka, and many more
young girls are taking
up the game. To mark
this important day, SLR

2 SLR Women's Rughy

ro S u WI Executive Committee

Member Thilangani

] - - Warakagoda and

Vishmi Thenuwara

omens IN Sl LaNKa  wom s were ai

there to show their sup-

and SAGT joined hands as Asela Deshapriyva, more than 50 women. port towards the event

with the endorsement Amila Chathuranga, SLR President Lasitha which was coordinated

of Asia Rugby — the Rohitha Rajapaksaand Gunarathna, SLR by SLE women's devel-

region’s governing body  Nilfer Ibrahim led the Executive Director opmentofficer Thanuja

toconducta “T'raining sessions attended by Rohan Gunarathna, Weerakkody

and Education' pro- 7 = ——

gram for voung up and

coming women rughy

plavers.
Coaching stall such

- B

‘Women at the sessions on 2 March Participants getting a well-eared break
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SAGTWELCOMES SOREN SKOU CEO,
A.P.MOLLER MAERSK

SAGT South Asia Gateway Terminals
(SAGT) team welcomed Soren Skou Chief
Executive Officer A. P. Moller Maersk A/S
on his inaugural visit to Sri Lanka.

Romesh David CEQ, SAGT, accompanied
Skou and Maersk Group representatives on
the terminal visit, presenting the enhanced
value proposition the Port of Colombo (PoC)
offers the maritime industry beyond just the
port’s geographic advantage.

Skou, who heads Maersk Line, the largest
container shipping company in the world,
wias very taken up with the existing port
infrastructure, the expansion potential and
more-E0 with the warmilh and hospitdlitylof
the people here,

During his visit he called on President,
Maithripala Sirisena, the Prime Minister,

Ranil Wickremasinghe, the Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Southern Development, Saga-
la Ratnavake. He also visited the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority, Maersk Lanka, Agents in Sri
Lanka for Maersk Line and Krishan Balen-
dra, Chairman, John Keells Holdings.

South Asia Gatewav Terminals (SAGT),
the first Public Private Partnership container
terminal in Sri Lanka with approximately
60% Sri Lankan shareholding, commenced
operations in 1999, launching the Port of
Colombo as global trade’s preeminent gate-
way hub in South Asia. SAGT is a Board of
Investment flagship company whose share-
holders incliude FJahn Keglls Holdings,
Maersk/APM Terminals, Sri Lanka Ports
Authority and Evergreen Marine Corpora-
fion.

Soren Skou Chief Executive Officer A. P. Moller — Maersk A/Smarking his inau-
gral visitto South Asia Gateway Terminals, Port of Colombo
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New Ports and Shipping Minstry Secretary

Former Navy Commander Admiral Sirimevan Ranasinghe assumed
duties as the new Secretary to the Ministry of Ports and Shipping and
Southern Development at the Ministry on Monday morning. Admiral
Sirimevan Ranasinghe served as the Commander of Sri Lanka Navy
from October 26, 2017 until his retirement on January 1,2019.
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CLIPPINGS &

Newspaper - Ceylon Today

Date - 22-03-2019

Ship service between KKS
and Karaikal discussed

Launching a ship service
between Kankesanthurai
(KKS) harbour and Karaikal
in South India was dis-
cussed at the Ports
Authority office in Calombo
on Tuesday (19).

Deputy Minister Abdullah
Maharoof chaired the dis-
cussion with other senior
offictals of the Ports
Authority.

The KKS harbour has
been expanded with indian
agsistance to beagin with the
ship service between India
and Sri Lanka.

During the discussion on
Tuesday it was mentioned
that the ship service would

-58-

allow greater interaction
between the two countries
in the areas of trade, tour-
iIsm and pilgrimage.

Officials from the
Customs, Immigration and
Emigration, Police and Navy
were also present at the
Deputy Minister's discus-
sion on exploring the possi-
bilities of making the ship
service between India and
Sri Lanka a success.

Meanwhile India has also
come forward to upgrade
the Palaly Airport as an
International Airport to
expand the air travel servic-
es in the South Asian and
Asian regions.

(PA)
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Aussie Navy ships depart

Trincomalee Port

L . o

Date - 22-03-2019

The Roval Aus-
tralian Navy ships,
HMAS Diamantina
and HMAS Leeu-
win left for their
next port of call
from Trincomalee
on Wednesday, The
Sri Lanka Navy

‘1 thade customary:

:'.'l:l L
P '-..=‘-'.u|l|. _-='-_..‘=-‘l
The Sri Lanka Navy bidding farewell to the
departing Australian ships.
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farewell to the
departing ships at
the Trincomalee

. port.

The two war-
ships of the Roval
Australian Navy
arrived in Sri
Lanka on March

11, to search for
the sunken ship-
wreck of World
War II in the seas
around Batticaloa,
and arrived at the
Trincomalee har-
bour on Sunday, on
a goodwill visit.
During their stay
in the country, the
crew members of
two ships also took
part in a friendly
cricket encounter
as well as hiking
and diving events
organised by the
Sri Lanka Navy.
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Asia’s youngest female gantry
crane operator at Colombo Port
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BOI OPENS ONE STOP SERVICE CENTREAT H'TOTA
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Team SAGT welcomes A.P. Moller
- MaerskA/ CEO Soren kou

TEAM SAGT (South
Asla Gateway
Terminals) welcomed
A P. Maller - Mersk
A/S CEO Soren Skou
on his inaugural visit
to Sri Lanka. SAGT
CEO Romesh David
accompanied Skou and
Maersk Group repre-
sentatives on the ter-
minal visit, presenting
the enhanced value
proposition the Port of
Colombo (PoC) offers
the maritime industry
beyond just the port's
geographic advantage.
Skou, who heads
Maersk Line, the larg-
est container ship-
ping company in the
world, was very taken
up with the existing
port infrastructure, the

A.P. Moller

Gateway Terminals, Port of Colombo

expansion potential
and more-so with the
warmth and hospital-
ity of the people here,
During his visit he called
on President Maithripala
Sirisena, Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremasinghe,
and Ports, Shipping and
Southern Development

Minister Sagala
Ratnayake, He also vis-
ited the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority, Maersk Lanka,
agents in Sri Lanka
for Maersk Line and
John Keells Holdings
Chairman Krishan
Balendra.

South Asia Gateway
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Terminals

= Meersk A/S CEO Soren Skou marking his inaugural visit to South Asia

(SAGT),
the first Public Private
Partnership container
terminal in Sri Lanka
with approximately 60%
Sri Lankan sharehold-
ing, commenced opera-
tions in 1999, launching
the Port of Colombo as
global trade’s preeminent

gateway hub in South
Asia. SAGT is a Board
of Invesiment Nagship
company whose share
holders include - John
Keells Holdings, Maersk/
APM Terminals, Sri
Lanka Ports Authority
and Evergreen Marine
Corporation.
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Hamhantnta pnrt eyes wider arena of services

= By Yohal Berera

Mhmﬂm including catering
umm:ﬁmm

and bunkering.

MMMWMHJFEBEDM
Ran at the openinsg of ane stop service centre
by the BOI at the port on Saturday aftemoon.

Ren said the objective is to comvert the
port o 2 magcr Ingistics centre for the
region, Chinese. Cheng Xueyuan
sai the port i i  posiion o flowish heving
handle 320000 af cargo in 2018

S S HipG CEO Ray Ren

the China Merchants Holdings Company

and other partners to make the port 2 vihle
venture. “Today is a milestane in the history
of 8 Lankan ecanarmy and faor the peapl in
thve South as the apening of one stop service
pertre and the industrial zone in Hambarota
will bring & transfarmatian to the prvince
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and BOI Eh'lrectn;m
General Champ
Malalgoda cuts
the ribbon after
| unveiling the
plague to declara
open the ane stop
service shopat
Hambaniota Port
on March 23, 2019
PIC BY PRADEEP
PATHIRANA

hewmahmhﬁdmmrmw
“We hope this would give an

apportunity far more businesses to
{lburish and investment opportunities to

developed in recent years, HIPG operate
aorass fve platforms, providing RO-RO
conventional cargo, ofl and gas cantainer
bunkering and cruse senvices along with
wide: range of client and industry servies
o ansure fleets ramain operative condtion,
The services include bunkering, ship repairs,
underwater services. ship chandlers,
surveys and crew changes,” an HIPG press
release said.
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He furiher highlighted the urgeal
requirement of implementing
operations of the Eastern Container
Tersminal {ECTY as the capacity of the
port has reached the highest fevel

speaking al ithe eveni, ZSLPA
Chairman Kavan Bamavaka said that
the Poni Awbaority was able to win many
wacloepcs im the maritime indostry in ke
wirld. The Port of Colombo was rmnked
as the highest comtaingr prowth part in
the world, handiing aviés seven nillion
Comtainers in 7008

“Thoxe were grest schicvements of
iz employees,™ he said

Further speaking, SLPA Chairman
Kavan Ratnayaka sad that be was
happy 1o be in the award coremony
of the emplayees, who had played an
exceptinmsl rale in the 5r Lanks Ports
Autlordy. "l am dehghied o extend
my giakibude Lo those who dedicaied
themeelves to tha growth af the posd, =

hie said
s o SLPA Managing Diregior Capt
1 anid HKLIHNMT-NIIMM Athula Hewavitharana, Duter Poan
Cevelapment Minliree Sapils Datnagsia 5
screating i gatiring Directer Agil Hewegeegana, Human

Resources Director P Ransthunga,

Th-r Eri Lanka Porty Authority Homan Bexources Chief Muonager
{SLPA) cmplovees relired Nirmal Fonscha, Tnformatien S}l.l'"h
recenily lase been awarded gold hreeior Dir Prassnna I_qku;: and mnad

miedaks for their wiilslanding service m seversl offbeers s well as frﬂpbﬂ!;cq of

s corcmiony bekd #t the Maliapols Ports e SLPA wire present o ilis evenl

and Matitinge Acadeny, [ast week

140 emplovees retired recenly
From SLPA have beem awardad
in this ceremony held under ihe
patranage of Ports and Shipping and
southern Development Minister
Iﬁup'ln Hatnayakn

Portd wnd-Skipping ind Southern
Development Minisier Sagala
Ratmayaka, spesking at the event
vnid hat e was very bhappy aboul
the commimment of those retiring
employees teward the progeess af
the SLIA.

“The  employie are deserved 1o
earn beneflin for their nervices in the
wame wuy the coumtry bs oxpecting their
aervics, We all should waork for the
Benedils of the cowntry,” be sl

Porty and Shipping ered Sourhen Develogaiem,
Minister Sagals Ratrayaks lighring 1ha eil imp
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Colombo Port to be
eveloped - Sagala

It is high time that the capacity
of the Colombo Port is expanded
and the Eastern Terminal of the
Colombo Port developed in order
to ingrease the productivity of the
Colombo Port, Ports and Shipping
and Southern Development Sagala
Ratnayaka said.

Participating in the Committee
Stage budget debate in Parliament
yesterday, the Minister said, “Over
the past few years, the Ports and
Shipping Industry has seen signifi-
cant changes. But there were many
challenges too. We need to over-
come these challenges and by the
end of this year, there are many
projects that need to be completed.
Despite the global challenges, the
Colombo Port and the Ports
Authority has been able to achieve
great progress. | should thank my
predecessors for it was the initia-
tives taken by them that has made
my task easier.”

The Calombo Port has managed
to beat other ports in the region in
becoming the best Container Port
Terminal in the region. “Itisalsoa
very significant achievement as it

is the first time in history that the
Colombo Port reaches the top of a
global maritime ranking. The
Colombo Port reached a container
capacity of seven million last year.
We passed a new milestone and it
was the commitment of all that
helped us achieve this goal.”

He said the Colombo Port has
now reached its maximum capacity
and as such it is required to further
expand the capacity of the Colom-
bo Port.

“If this is neglected, then the
achievements we reached over the
past few vears would be useless.
However, the decisions needed to
be taken for the expansion of the
Colombo Port had been delayed
over the past few years due to the
inability to take decisions on time.
As a result, we are facing a danger-
ous situation. If we fail to expand
our port capacity, the shipping
companies will look to other coun-
tries for transhipment activities. [
won't point fingers at anyvone but
reiterate the need to take action
fast,” Minister Ratnayaka noted.

Minister Ratnavaka said that for

the first time in 1999 the country's
private sector was given an opportu-
nity to develop a terminal. “The
Port Authority had 15% and the
private companies had 85% of the
share, Thereafter, the next private
terminal was given to CICT in 2011
on a 35-vear lease at 15% to the Port
Authority and 85% to the private
company CM Port during the Raja-
paksa regime. CM Port is a large
company which operates terminals
in many countries. But at the time
the Port Authority only got 15%."
Currently, the fifth stage of the
third terminal the JCT terminal
should be done and the Cabinet
Paper for its construction of this
terminal has been submitted and
the Cabinet Paper for the procure-
ment process would be submitted
today, he said, adding that howey-
er, there is a small issue which is
there is no deep water terminal
which can facilitate large ships.
The only terminal which can
accommodate such large ships is
the CICT terminal. “So what
should we do? We should develop
the ECT terminal. We must take

-66-

quick decisions and we could bring
ship to shore cranes and commence
work, But it is easier said than
done, The procurement process
would take around a year,” the min-
ister said.

“We have also launched a mas-
sive [T drive to transform the
Colombo Port into a smart port
positioning it as one of the most
competitive ports in the region.
The Ports Authority would spend
Rs.929 million for the project
which has also been incorporated
into the Asian Development Bank
funded port development master
plan. Under this project, the
Colombo Port’s IT and Systems
would be upgraded to streamline
terminal management cargo sys-
tems in less than 18 months,” he
said, adding that the upgraded ter-
minal system, will ensure that the
Colombo Port will be in keeping
with developed ports.

He also said the Galle port would
he developed as a recreation port to
meet the requirements of the tour-
ism industry,
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COLOMBO DOCKYARD RETURNS
10 PROFITABILITY

Optimistic about the future of the ship repair sector with some of the global
changes in the maritime industry

DINESH PERERA

I'he Colombo Dockyard
PLC reported Rs. 337 mil-
lion after tax profit for the
financial year ending
December 31, 2018, com-
pared with Rs, 26 million in
the previous year.

CEQ, D.V Abeysinghe
told the shareholders of the
company vesterday, "We
have been able to cross over
the financial losses of the
last three years, although
there has been no significant
growth in profitability yet.”
addressing the annual gener-
al meeting (AGM) of
Colombo Dockyard PLC at
the Galadari Hotel. Abeysin-

ghe said, “2018 was another
tough one due to the continy-
ing low démand for ship-
building and heavy competi-
tion. In addition to the suc-
cessful order for a cable lny-
ing vessel, the company was
able o contract two vessels
for the Port Authority of

Iraq through a subsidiary of
loyota, We won an award to
deliver two pilot boats 1o S
Lanka Ports Authority
through an internation:
competitive tender. We were
able to increase the revenue
by 14% for the new building
segment.” “The financial sit-
uation of the country did not
help us 1o realize the cabinet
recommended vessels for the

coast guard. Ship repair sec-
tor in turpover (USD)
dropped by 7.5% mainly due
1o non-operation caused by
the need for repair on
docks.”

He said, *We are optimis-
tic about the future of the
ship repair sector with some
of the global changes in the
maritime industry.

The sulfur cap by 2020
and the ballast management
regulation will be good reve-
nue avenues for ship repair
business.” He added, “we are
willing to expand our float
repair business as well. We
need to develop hydro-blast-
ing and to improve the hull
repair capacity 1o invite
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some prospective private
owners.”!

e CEO 'mentioned the
construction of underwater
restaurants in the Maldives
and spoke of a wide range
of opporiunitics available in
the market, He ended by
sayin.g “the outlook of our
core business remains chal-
lenging.”

Chief Financial Officer
Gihan Ravinatha answering a
question on the drop in gross
profit said “due to the com-
petition we have to give
preferential prices. That is
why we see gross profit
reduction.”

Ravinatha said, “To con-
trol FX aspects we use for-

ward contracts.” He later
added responding to a ques-
tion on the FX impact on
profitability “because of Rs.
depreciation there is obvi-
ously a gain.

We usually expect 5-6%
depreciation but for the last 2
years, there has only been a
3% decline.

We were penalized by low
depreciation.”

The share DOCK.N last
traded at Rs. 54 had carnings
for the fiscal year of Rs. 6,03
and approved a dividend
pavment of Rs, 1.5, The
share has a nef ralue of
142,23 per share. All matters
put to the shareholders were
unanimously passed.
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SAGT STRENGTHENS OPERATING
INFRASTRUCTURE CAPABILITIES

South Asia Gateway Terminals
(Pvt) Ltd, the first public private
partnership stevedoring container
terminal in Sri Lanka strengthened
its operating infrastructure capabili-
ties with the addition of six state-of-
the-art Rubber Tyred Gantry (RTG)
Cranes recently.

The addition of the new yard han-
dling equipment will boost the termi-
nal’'s RTG fleet from 31 to 37, This
latest operational enhancement f(ol-
lows the introduction of ten (10)
intra-terminal trailers in June 2018,

The six ZPMC built RTGs are state
of the arl, providing operator ergo-
nomic comfort, optimum safety and a
host of features designed for high-
efficiency.

SAGT was recently awarded the
“Best Terminal in the Indian Sub-
Continent Region” for third consecu-
tive year and was also awarded the
coveted “Best Transshipment Hub
Port Terminal of the year” by Singa-
pore based Global Ports Forum. With
a commitment to operational best
practice with safety at its core, SAGT
continues to sel the benchmark for
best in ¢lass terminal productivity.

Romesh David, SAGT's Chief
Executive Officer stated, “Team

SAGT is committed to continuous
integration of best practices and
technologies in line with our commit-
ment to performance excellence.
These investments will holster capac-
ity through further increases in our
productivity across all facets of oper-
ations thereby contributing towards
augmenting the Port of Colombo's
overall container handling capacity”.

He further stated that “the mari-
time industry faces a sustained tough
global operating  environment in
which we continue to work in part-
nership with our stakeholders to
deliver value to our customers
through operational efficiency lead-

ing 'th ains fhrough reduckd transach!

tion costs. This in turn contributes to
further under-scoring the competi-
tiveness of the Port of Colombo as
the pre-eminent container shipping
hub in the region™ he added.

SAGT with a design capacity at
inception of 1.1 million TEU (twenty-
foot equivalent container units)

achieved a throughput of more than 2
million TEUs in 2018. It was the
highest number of containers han-
dled by the terminal in a single vear,
since it began operations in 1999,
SAGT has been featured by top

global shipping lines as a case study
for partnership-based performance
excellence.

South Asia Gateway Terminals
(SAGT) the first public private part-
nership container terminal in Sri
Lanka (with approximately 60% of
Sri Lankan shareholding) com-
menced operations in 1999, launch-
ing the Port of
Colombo  as
global  trade's
preeminent
gateway hub to
South Asia.

SAGT is a

Board  of
Investment
(BOL) flagship
company con-
sisting of four
shareholders -
John  Keells
Holdings, Mae-
rsk/APM  Ter-
minals, Sri
Lanka Ports
Authority
(SLPA)  and
Evergreen
Marine Corpo-
ration,
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WISTA delegatmn meets SLPA Chairman

WISTA President
along with the Executive
Committee members
recently paid a visit to
SLPA to meet the newly
appointed Chairman
Kavan Ratnayaka.

WISTA Prestdent
Rukshila Antony De
Saram outlined the
WISTA objectives in
uplifting the standards of
women in the logistics
industry and the activities
carried oul in the past to
support this iniiative to
the Chairman,

Antony De Saram
also appreciated the
initiatives' taken by
SLPA in promoting

Women Gantry
Operators and giving
more opportunities and
encouraging women
participation in jobs
which were traditionally
known amongst men in
the industry.

WISTA also discussed
about collaborating
with SLPA in carrying
out some of the future
activities which wall
definitely have a
positive impact in
the industry.

The Chairman gave his
pledge to encourage more
women participation at
SLPA and create more
job opportunities in the

port. WISTA also made
representation on some
of the trending topics
on making Colombo a
SMART port and the
importance of East
Comtainer Terminal to
the indusiry.

WISTA Sri Lanka s
proud to present a one
day seminar in association
with #DataccioConnect
{maritime technology
based events) across the
glabe on the digitalisation
of ports (presentations
on digital trends) and
technology for crew
{crew communicalions
and welfare) with an
exclusive segment on
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‘Women in Maritime
Technology” on March 29,
2019, a1 Galle Face Hotel
starting af 10:00a.m..

This event will bg
gpen to interested
indostry professionals
as  WISTA aims al
bringing technology
experts, sclutions
providers and real use
cases from across the
maritime cCosYSslem and
the globe to present on
the latest developments
and implementations
of Al, ToT, Blockchan,
Big Data, Cybersecurity,
and more that are
causing disruptions in the
manume sphene,
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Facilitating cruise tourism in Sri

WSV IS LA

GLOBALLY, the cruise
industry 1s projected tocon-
tinue to grow throughout
2019, with an estimated 30
million travellers expect-
ed to cruise, up 6% from
28.2 million in 2018, The
interest in Sei Lanka as a
cruise destination is grow-
ing with is scenic beauty,
diversity of its produet
offering, access to sea
porgs loeated in Colombo,
Galle, Hambantota, and
Trincomalee, and the posi-
tive endorsement by Lonely
Planet.

Tourism Minister
John Amaratunga, along
with Tourism Adwvisory
Committee Chairman
Harry Jayawardena, is
keen on developing this
important tourism seg-
ment, in order to entice
and altract more cruise
ships to Sri Lanka, Much
work nieeds to be done, and
they wish to lacilitate and
encourage the Government
for a cruise terminal and
find ways to ease cruise
procedures, spruce up
the passenger terminal
facilities ete. Though Sri
Lanka has four ports, it is
impaortant Lo find ways of
developing these ports to
be competing with other
repuled eruise destinations
in the region, In order to
exchange ideas and find
ways the Tourism Minister
alomg with a high-ranking
delegation met Norman
Rasel Son, Cruise Director
of the luxury Cruise Ship
Silver Whisper.

The luxury cruise ship
Silver Whisper, part of
the Silver Sea Cruise liner

company, called over to the
Colombo Port on Monday
25 March, Carrying 304
high-end luxury pas-
sengers, who are on an
around the world voyage,

the ship first called over
at the Trincomalee har-
bour on Friday 22 March,
prior to calling over at the
Colombo port on Monday.
The Silver Whisper boasts

of amenities of a grand
resort. The charms of
a stvlish boutigue hotlel
with world-class accom-
modations, shiphoard con-
viviality and warm, indi-

Lanka

vidualised service, paired
wilh the enhanced spaces
and amenities of a larger
ship.

Majority of the cruise
passengers indulge in
shore excursions to take
a hreak from the sea
journey and explore the
country. Shore excur-
sions such as the Geoffrey
Bawa tour, the Viceroy
tour on the diesel engine
locomotive, visiting the
historical Kelaniya tem-
ple, spending the day with
the Pinnawela elephants,
and exploring the city of
Colombo were undertaken
by these clienls before
they departed.

In a background as this,
Sri Lanka attracts around
60 cruise calls a vear, oul
of which majority of the
shore excursions are han-
dled by Altken Spence
Travels, the leading DMC
inSriLanka.

Those present whe met
with the Cruise Director
MNorman Rasel Son of
Silver Whisper were
Tourism Minister John
Amaratunga; Tourism
Committee Chalrman
Deshamanya DHS
Javawardena, Aitken
Spence Leisure Sector Head
Stasshani Javawardena;
Senior Advisor to the
Minister Felix Rodrigo;
Miecato India Managing
Director Michael Haidar
Ali; and Controller
General of Immigration
and Emigration &
Commissioner for
Registration of Persons
of Indian Origin Nihal
Ranasinghe.
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Luxury cruise ship ‘Silver Whispe'r calls at Colombo Port

The huxy crukse ship,
Silver Whisper, parl of the
Silver Sea Crbse liner gom-
pany salled over bo the
Codombo Porn on Monday
earrying 20 high emd luxu-
v passengers who ane of an
arvand the woeld voyage.

The ship firs called over
al the Tringomalee harbosr
on March 22, prior o call-
ing over ol the Cobombo
part

The Silver Whispe
Boasts of amenities o o
grand reson. The chafms of
a stylish bowtique balel with
st g lans agomimols
i, shiphsaand comvivialiy
] s, individualki red
seTvice, paired with the

ewhanced spaces and ameni-
ties of a larger ship

Sajority of the cruise
pamacrigens sl in shone
exgursions (o take @ break
fevam the sea journey snd
eaplane the courtry. Shode
eacmrioms such as the Geo-
lrey Bawa tour, the Vice
Hory bonot o the diesal
enpine locomotive, visiimg
the higoncal Keloniyn iem-
ple, spending the day with
the Pamawsk <leplasts pnd
Explonisg the ey of
Colombo werg underaken
try these clients beliore they
depaned.

i a backgrousd as ikis,
S Lanka mbracts aroomd G
crsise calls & year oat of

which mayorty of the shore
excursions are handled by
Aitken Spence Trovels the
leasliog DM im Sei Lanka.
Mimister of Tourism Jobn
Amarnibungs sleng with the
Charmam of the Tisarism
Adlvinory Commiitee is keen
on developing this impor-
Banl fmimisan sugmeni in
order bo entice ond pitract
miwe craisg ships 1o 50
Lamha.

TMushowork necds o be
clone aed The'y' wish o Tacili-
e and gncourige the govs
ermmend fi & cruiss fermi-
nal ard Tl ways w case
crase prowedures, sprucs up
Ahe pamsengsr lermiial Taeil-
itie gic,”™ the Miniuter sl

“Though Sr Lanka has
lour ports, it i importas o
Tind ways of developing
these ponis o be competing
with egher reputed crulss
destinations in the region™

I oider W énchange
idens and lind ways ihe
Minister of Tourksm along
with a high ranking delega-
Bion med Norman Rasel
Son, Cruise Director af the
lunury Cruise Ship Silver
'ﬂu_:hu.pm also held discus-
kinns, Cikskally the cruive
indusiry = projecied 1o
cemtimug b grow threugh-
oul 209 with an estimased
H) mrallian trwvelers enpect-
ed b eniise, up 6% fom
IR.2 million in 201K

Tourism Minlster John Amaratunga, Crulse Dérecior, Norman Rasel, Head of the Tourism Commities Harry
Jayswardens Head of Leisure Sector at Altken Spance Stasshanl Jayswardenn, Senlor Advisor to the Minister,

Finlix Rodri

Ma
Emlwﬂhni Gommissioner for Reg

tor of Micalo india, Micheal Haidar All, Controller Ganeral of immigration and
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Over 3,000 tourists
arrive onboard two
to Sri Lanka

cruise ships

OVER 3,000 tourists from Ewrops:,
Australin and Thalland arrived
aboard two luxury crulse liners
1o Sl Lanke duving the lnsi lwo
weeks rellecting incrasa] minroest
in Sri Lanka sinee the Inunch of &
mew brmmd identity that amplifies
Sri Lanka's natural odfering, woll
nfss nurism and lesser known
mllrawd tiods On theede arcival, ol
ers from the SLTPH weloameaed thie
visiters and provided the necessary
inTormat bon aessled daving (heir
short stag

Luxury Crulse Liner Sapphire
Princesds which embarked [eom
Singapore an 10 March docked at
the Colombo Port on 15 March. The
ship hail de ted Mrom Phuket,
Thailand prior o its arrival hem,

Mulship Coylon Lid. handled the
line while ground handling was
eoordinatisd by Lotas DMOC [sanka
There were 2,600 passengers on
Bvard who foured the Plnnawala

Elephant orphanages, the southaern
const, Daladn Maligmwa, Colombo
city tours, Kandy and lesser Knoman
altract lnns

The crulse will end its journey
ml Boulhamption, England an 19
April compléting 37 nights tour-

e o= -
considering Sri Lanks as thelr next travel destination

ing many couniries. The luxury
liner has n vivid yariety of dining
aptiong onbamrd Ineluding @ighi
restaurants, several lounges, piz-
zeria, bors and cafes, The liner nlso
bas Five swirmminge pools with eighi
JacuzzEls, acrobic studin, beauty
salons, and many enlerisinment
anjil binrs

The Pacific Princess, which s

part of the Princest Crulse linge
embnrked s journoy from Fort
Laudesdake in Flort WIS sy
atd arrived Trom Phikel, Thailand
to Sri Lanka on 13 March. The
erulse Hoier which will make s
way o Male in Maldives is ferrying
PESOREETS from European nolions,
Tha kb wrdd Ausirad b

Tha line was handlsd by Malzhip

while Lotus DMUC Lanka ¢oordi
nated the ground handling. There
wore 600 pussengers onbonnd who
wrere impressed with the destinn
thon offering including =pecial
emphasis on spiritunl and well-
st tourksm, Tourists toured e
City Colamiba, Kandy and popular
tirmetions.

Within the Ianst three months
af this year, six eruise ahips have
urrived in 5rl Lankn with 8 toinl
combined copacity of 11,200 pas
SONGOTR,
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Thes Rapphiem @ incess
Sl Lanks Trarism asmesvmed via
ik Prdeiuee el over . DOHE o
Hrrvns Erafoper, Ausdalian ad Thatland
asrhverl alarand e huvury crubss loers.
o St Lk during e ksl bas wirks
brwrrwsred st fn S
i miiwr thie lsainich of g e bewinl
ety that amplies bet Lanka's
natursl afering, wellness tursm and
Ty kv @Eractons. On Ehir

warival, oflorys (e U SUTFH
wiboamed the visrors and peoyided the
neceasary inbonemsatin meeded daring
Uiy wlusrt stay

The Luausy Criges Lswer Sapplier
Prizorss, whsch amlarked Sodn
Singagare an 10 Mrrch, docll st the
s Pt 15 March, The ship
sl dhepmipies) fromy Piciss, Thailared
yirtr e 1w arrval hese

-77-

il alahip Coplon Limited hundiad de
lirer, whale: grosandd-hewesliarg wos
erordtraad by |akus B Lanks.
Theee were T 500 paasengers an land
wh o psd die Mesawis Elephant
wiplsinagtn. i St Comt
Diulacks Muligmsa Colotles sy feura
AR S IESesT ETUn STt
e pelemse pddedd

The cruiss will ood ibs jrurney @

Sogrilisegenns. Englarsd om. 13 Agl,
crmpleting 57 nights ivurng many
womniries. The humury lner haw o vivid

el

Figst damari, serebde sl e
saline arst many e
o

Thie Ve il Privecess, wihibibbs part of
I Prirmrss Cruise e smituaried om
s fousrrary frim Fart Laisicrdal in
Flarsda s B lsaniiary, sosd i) feons
Phvaibct, Tl b Sarf Lasnibion o £3
Warch The cruses Lner, whic will
L s Wy Lo Make o Mk @

(s onbaanl whe Wesr
imgrewsed with ihe destinadinn
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Hanly and popular sfirsrtions.
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SLwelcomes 11,200 ruise tourists

Moo O s e

Sn Lanka has welcomed 11,
2(M) cruise tourists so far this year,
who amved n the island nation
on six cruise ships, Sri Lanka
Tourism Promotions Buréau
{SLTPB) said in a statement,

According to SLTPB. over the
last two weeks alone, over 3000

and Thailand arrived in Sn Lanka
on board two luxory eruse liners.
Luxury cruise liner Sapphire
Princess which embarked on
its journey {rom Singapore
om March 10th docked at the
Colombo Port on March 15th.

tourists from Europe, Australia

Stwelcomes..

The ship had departed from Phuket, Thaland
piior 1o 1ts armival here.

Malship Ceylon Limited handled the line
while ground handling was coordinated hrj
Lotus DMC Lanka.

There were 2500 passeogers on board wﬁ_l
toured the Pinnawala Elephant the
sotithern coast, Temple of Tooth and some lesser
known attractions.

The cruise will end its journey at
Southampton, England on April 13th
completing 37 nights mmnf,nmymnm

The Pacific Princess, which is part of the
Princess Cruise Line, embarked on its journcy
from Fort Lauderdale in Florida on January Sth
and arrived from Phuket, Thailand, to S Lanka
on March 13th

The cruise !mmhmﬂnihyh‘lalﬂmwﬂh_
Lotus DMC Lanka coordinated the ground

[ MOREDN P4

There were 600 passengers onboard. The
tourisis toured the City Colombo, Kandy and
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SAGT strengthens operating infrastructure

South Asia Gateway Terminals
(SAGT) (Pwt) Ltd, a stevedoring con-
tainer terminal in Sri Lanka,
strengthened its operating infra-
structure with the addition of six
state-of-the-art Rubber Tyred Gantry
(RTG) cranes recently.

The addition of the new yard
handling equipment will boost the

terminal’s RTG fleet from 31 to 37._

This latest operational enhancemeht
follows the introduction of 10) intra-
terminal trailers in June last year.

The six ZPMC bhuilt RTGs are
state-of-the-art, providing operator
ergonomic comfort, optimum safety
and a host of features designed for
high-efficiency.

SAGT's Chief Executive Officer
Romesh David said, “Team SAGT is
committed to continuous integration
of best practices and technologies in
line with our commitment to perfor-
mance excellence. These invest-
ments will bolster capacity through
further increases in our productivity
across all facets of operations con-

tributing towards augmenting the
Port of Colombo's overall container
handling capacity.”

“The maritime industry faces a
sustained tough global operating
environment in which we continue

to work in parinership with our
stakeholders to deliver value to our
customers through operational effi-
ciency leading to gains through
reduced transaction costs. This in
turn contributes to further under-
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scoring the competitiveness of the
Port of Colombo as the pre-eminent
container shipping hub in the
region,” he said.

SAGT with a design capacity, at
inception, of 1.1 million TEU (twen-
ty-foot equivalent container units)
achieved a throughput of over two
million TEUs last year. It was the
highest number of containers han-

{/Vidled by the terminal in a single year,

since it began operations in 1999,

SAGT has been featured by top
global shipping lines as a case study
for partnership-based performance
excellence.

SAGT was recently awarded the
‘Best Terminal in the Indian Sub-
Continent Region” for the third con-
secutive year and was also awarded
the ‘Best Transshipment Hub Port
Terminal of the year' by Singapore
based Global Ports Forum. With a
commitment to operational best
practice with safety at its core, SAGT
continues to set the benchmark for
best in class terminal productivity.
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SAGT welcomes CEQ, A. P. Moller - MaerskA/S

Team SAGT (South Asia Gateway
Terminals) welcomed Chief Execu-
tive Officer A. F. Moller - Maersk
A/S, Soren Skou on his first visit to
Sri Lanka.

CED, SAGT, Romesh David
accompanied Skou and Maersk
Group representatives on the termi-
nal visit, presenting the enhanced
value proposition the Port of Colom-
bo (PoC) offers the maritime indus-
try beyond the ports geographic
advantage.

Skou, who heads Maersk Line,
the largest container shipping com-
pany. in.the world, was taken up

with the' port infrastructure, the '

expansion potential and more-s0
with the warmth and hospitality of
the people here. During his visit he
called on President Maithripala Siri-
sena, Prime Minister Ranil Wick-

Chief Executive Officer A. P. Moller -

remesinghe, Minister of Ports, Ship-
ping and Southern Development,
Sagala Ratnayake.

He also wvisited the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority, Maersk Lanka,
Agents in Sri Lanka for Maersk Line
and Chairman, John Keells Hold-
ings, Krishan Balendra.

South Asia Gateway Terminals
(SAGT), the first Public-Private Part-
nership container terminal in Sri
Lanka with approximately 60% Sri
Lankan shareholding, commenced
operations in 1999, launching the
Port of Colombo as global trade’s
pre-eminent gateway hub in South,
Asia.'SAGT'is a Board bf Investment
flagship company whose sharehold-
ers include - John Keells Holdings,
Maersk/APM Terminals, Sri Lanka
Ports Authority and Evergreen
Marine Corporation.

Maersk

South Asia Gateway Terminals, Port of Colombo
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