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Newspaper — Daily Mirror Date — 01-08-2018

ht 2018

SlPA hosts Port of Colombo Awards Ni

Mainline Operations Category Sth phce Hapag-Lloyd Feeder Operator Category Sth plage: Orient Express Lines-Singapore
Jaz;Conulm' Terminal (JCT), South Asia Gateway Terminals (SAGT) and the

G bo (CICT) for the first time, was held on July 23, 2018, anheSha el Colombo,

Portsand S ngMarvstuMaMndQSaml attended as the chief guestof event.aocunpm by SLPA Chairman Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake, SAGT Chief Executive Officer
Romesh Daviand CICT Chief Executive Officer Huang.

The awards twas 2150 attended by more than 30 top level foreign detegates of shipping lines calting the Port of Colombo andatarge rl.nbev of high profile maritime industry leaders in
both local a Binternat ional level. 1_

The gala Ponof(o(ombomms Mgh( oprBySn Lanka Ports Authority {SLPA) in collaboration with the
olom|
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Newspaper — Daily Mirror Date — 01-08-2018
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Newspaper — Ceylon Today

Date — 02-08-2018

Ports Authority, Customs
meet over industry issues

A landmark joint meeting to dis-
cuss a number of maritime indus-
try-related issues was held recently,
initiated by the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) and Sri Lanka
Customs (SLC) with the members of
the Ceylon Association of Shipping
Agents (CASA) and members of Sri
Lanka Association of Vessel
Operators (SLAVO), a press release
stated. The meeting is also record-
ed the first of its kind in the history
of the maritime industry in Sri
Lanka. The meeting was co-chaired
by Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
Chairman Dr. Parakrama
Dissanayake and Sri Lanka
Customs (SLC) Director General P.
S. M. Charles, with the participation
of officials of the Sri Lanka Customs
(SLO), SLPA, members of the CASA
and SLAVO. The meeting was
organized on advice by Minister of
Ports and Shipping Mahinda
Samarasinghe towards the impor-
tance of resolving issues of the
maritime industry in Sri Lanka. The
meeting brought forward a number
of issues that were discussed per-
taining to the Anti-Corruption and
Zero-Tolerance Policy, detained
containers, introducing a digital sig-
nature and electronic delivery order
system, the release added.

At present, the Management
Committee of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) has approved the
zero tolerance policy and this has
also been endorsed by the Board of
Directors of the institution. At a
recent discussion, Ceylon

Dissanayake
the Director General of Sri Lanka Customs
(SLC) P. S. M. Chades at the meeting

Association of Shipping Agents
(CASA), alongside stakeholders and
Sri Lanka Customs (SLC) have also
agreed to follow the zero-tolerance
policy and the related authorities
are also expected to issue formal
letters regarding this.

It was noted that due to several
factors, such as lack of exporter
details or non-presence of the
exporter and forged documentation,
containers have been detained by
relevant authorities for further
investigation. A joint decision was
reached at the meeting to establish
acommittee comprising officials of
Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), Sri
Lanka Customs (SLC), Ceylon
Association of Shipping Agents
(CASA) and Sri Lanka Association

of Vessel Operators (SLAVO) to look
into the matter, The committee will
submit a report on existing issues
with recommendations and sug-
gestions toresolve the matter.

It was informed by DG Customs
that regulations will be gazetted for
paperless documentation.

A committee was also appointed
comprising of officials of SLPA, SLC
and CASA to ensure the matter of
resolving issues pertaining to
implementation of digital signature
and electronic delivery order sys-
tems. Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) Chairman Dr. Parakrama
Dissanayake expressed gratitude to
the Director General of Customs, the
Additional Director General and all
officials of Sri Lanka Customs for
attending the meeting to discuss
the long-standing issues. He also
specially mentioned and thanked
the members of Ceylon Association
of Shipping Agents (CASA) and Sri
Lanka Association of Vessel
Operators (SLAVO) for the tremen-
dous contribution made by them
towards the productivity of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), the
release concluded.

OﬁicdsoflheSnL-\hPomAuM

the members of the Ceylon Association

“’J

SLPA), Sri Lanka Customs (&C) vnlh

Shipping Agents (CASA) and

members of Sri Lanka Association of Vessel Operators (SLAVD) at the meeting
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Newspaper — Daily News

SLPA and SLC h

A landmark joint meeti

idl;c:uss 4 number of mar'iltgin:g
ndustry related issues was held
;:cenlly. Initiated by the Sri Lanka
Lgnl: Authority (SLPA) and Sri
men t;’l Customs (SLC) with the
= rSn ers of the Ceylon Association

hipping Agents (CASA) and
members of Sri Lanka Association
of Vessel Opcralors (SLAVO).

The meeting is also recorded the
ﬁrsl_o_f its kind in the history of the
_l;\harmmc industry-in Sri Lanka.

€ meeting was co-chaired b
SLPA Chairman Dr. Parakrami
Dissanayake and SLC Director
Gencml' P.S.M. Charles, with
the participation of officials of
the SLC, SLPA, members of the
CASA and SLAVO. The meeting
was organised on advice by Ports
and Shipping Minister Mahinda
samarasinghc towards the
importance of resolving issues of
the maritime industry in Sri Lanka.

The meeting brought forward a
number of issues that were discussed
pertaining to the Anti-Corruption
and Zero Tolerance Policy, detained
containers, introducing a digital
signature and electronic delivery
order system. At present, the
Management Committee of Sri

SLPA Chairman Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake and SLC Director General P.S.M. Charles at the meeting

Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) has
approved the zero tolerance policy
and this has also been endorsed
by the Board of Directors of the
institution. At a recent discussion,
Ceylon Association of Shipping
Agents (CASA), also Stakeholders
and Sri Lanka Customs (SLC)
have also agreed to follow the zero
tolerance policy and the related
authorities also expected to issue
formal letters regarding this. It was
noted that due to several factors
such as lack of exporter details or

non-presence of the exporter and

Date — 02-08-2018

Officials of th
report on existing issucs with
r dations and suggestion

forged c

have been detained by relevant
authorities for further investigation.
A joint decision was reached at the
meeting to establish a committee
comprising of officials of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA),
Sri Lanka Customs (SLC),
Ceylon Association of Shipping
Agents (CASA) and Sri Lanka
A i of Vessel O S
(SLAVO) to look into the matter.
The committee will submit a

Newspaper — Daily Mirror

to resoive the matter.

It was informed by DG Customs
that regulations will be gazetted
for paperless documentation. A
committec was also appointed
comprising of officials of SLPA,
SLC and CASA to ensure the
matter of resolving issues
pertaining to implementation of
digital signature and electronic
delivery order systems. SLPA
Chairman Dr. Parakrama

Date — 02-08-2018

e SLPA and SLC with the members of CASA and SLAVO

old joint meeting to resolve industry issues

\

meeting
Dissanayake expressed gratitude to
the Director General of Customs,
the Additional Director General
and all officials of Sri Lanka
Customs for attending the meeting
to discuss the longstanding issues.
He also specially mentioned and
thanked the members of Ceylon
Association of Shipping Agents
(CASA) and Sri Lanka Association
of Vessel Operators (SLAVO) for
the tremendous contribution made
by them towards the productivity of
Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA).

Colombo Port Awards Night

The Sri Lanka
Ports Authority
(SLPA), in collabora-

container-handling
by the Colombo Port.
Ten

international

tion with the JCT,

SAGT and CICT,
held the first-ever
Port of Colombo
Awards Night at
the  Shangri-La
hotel in Colombo,
recently.

Ports and Ship-
ping Minister

Mahinda Samaras-
inghe was the chief
guest at the event,
which was organised
to acknowledge the
progress made in

shipping companies
were presented with
awards during the
ceremony.

Deputy Ports and
Shipping Minister
Nisantha Mutuhetti-
gama, Sri Lanka
Ports Authority
Chairman Parakrama
Dissanayake and rep-
resentatives of the
main three terminals
of the Colombo Port
(JCT, SAGT, CICT),

were also present.

Ports and Shipping Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe presenting an
award to a recipient, while others look on.
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Newspaper — Daily Mirror Date — 02-08-2018
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Newspaper — Daily Mirror Date — 03-08-2018

o2nd AGM of

° ° ;
Ceylon Association
of Ship Agents

Ports and Shipping Minister Mahinda
Samarasinghe attended the¢ 52nd annual
general meeting of Ceylon Association of
Ship Agents (CASA) as the chief guest, held
at the .Kingsbury hotel recently.

Delivering the keynote speech at the meeting
Minister Samarasinghe stated that Ceylon
Association of Ship Agents has been functioned
as one of the leading groups of institutions
which brings foreign currency to the country
as well as it had generated one million job
opportunities in our country. This conference
had been attended by over four hundred
registered ship agents.

Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe being
presented with a special award by newly
appointed CASA Chairman Ruwan
Waidyarathna. Deputy Minister of Ports
and Shipping Nishantha Mutuhettigama,
Chairman of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake, and stakeholders
of Ceylon Association of Ship Agents were also
present on this event.

11
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Newspaper — The Island

Date — 03-08-2018

A landmark meeting between SLPA
and SLC to resolve mdustry issues

Alandmark joint meetmg to
discuss a number of maritime

~ industry related issues was held

recently, initiated by the Sri

Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)

* and Sri Lanka Customs (SLC)
with the members of the Ceylon
Association of Shipping Agents
(CASA) and members of Sri
Lanka Association of Vessel
Operators (SLAVO).

The meeting is also recorded
the first of its kind in the history
of the maritime industry in Sri
Lanka. The meeting was co-
chaired by the chairman of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) -
Dr.Parakrama Dissanayake and
the Director General of Sri Lanka
Customs (SLC) - Mrs. P. S. M.
Charles, with the participation
of officials of the Sri Lanka
Customs (SLC), SLPA, members
of the CASA and SLAVO. The
meeting was organized on advice
by the Minister of Ports and
Shipping - Mahinda
Samarasinghe towards the
importance of resolving issues of

the maritime industry in Sri

Lanka.

The meeting brought forward

a number of issues that were dis-
cussed pertaining to the anti-cor-
ruption and zero tolerance policy,
detained containers, introducing
a digital signature and electronic
delivery order system.

Lanka Ports Authority chairman Dr.Parakrama Dissanayake and the Director General
of Sri Lanka Customs Mrs. P. S. M. Charles at the meeting

At present, the Management
Committee of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) has approved
the zero tolerance policy and this
has also been endorsed by the
Board of Directors of the institu-
tion. At a recent discussion,
Ceylon Association of Shipping
Agents (CASA), stakeholders and
Sri Lanka Customs(SLC) have
also agreed to follow the zero tol-
erance policy and the related
authorities also expected to issue
formal letters regarding this.

It was noted that due to sever-
al factors such as lack of exporter
details or non-presence of the
exporter and forged documenta-

~ tion, containers have been

detained by relevant authorities -
for further investigation. A joint

-decision was reached at the meet-

ing to establish a committee com-
prising of officials of Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA), Sri
Lanka Customs (SLC), Ceylon
Association of Shipping Agents
(CASA) and Sri Lanka
Association of Vessel Operators
(SLAVO) to'look into the matter
The committee will submita
report on existing issues with
recommendations and sugges-
tions to resolve the matter.

It was informed by DG _
Customs that regulations will’ be
gazetted for paperless documen-
tation. .
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Date — 03-08-2018

SLPORTS AUTHORITY, SL CUSTOMS
DISCUSS INDUSTRY ISSUES

A land mark joint meeting to discuss a number of
maritime industry related issues was held recently,
initiated by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
and Sri Lanka Customs (SLC) with the members of
the Ceylon Association of Shipping Agents (CASA)
and members of Sri Lanka Association of Vessel
Operators (SLAVO).

The meeting is also recorded the first of its kind
in the history of the maritime industry in Sri Lanka.
The meeting was co-chaired by the Chairman of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), Dr.Parakrama Dissa-
nayake and the Director General of Sri Lanka Cus-
toms (SLC), P. S. M. Charles, with the participation
of officials of the Sri Lanka Customs (SLC), SLPA,
members of the CASA and SLAVO. The meeting
was organized on advice by the Minister of Ports
and Shipping —~ Mahinda Samarasinghe towards the
importance of resolving issues of the maritime
industry in Sri Lanka.

The meeting brought forward a number of issues
that were discussed pertaining to the Anti-Corrup-
tion and Zero Tolerance Policy, detained containers,
introducing a digital signature and electronic deliv-
ery order system.

At present, the Management Committee of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) has approved the
zero tolerance policy and this has also been
endorsed by the Board of Directors of the institu-
tion. At a recent discussion, Ceylon Association of
Shipping Agents (CASA), also Stakeholders and Sri

Lanka Customs(SLC) have also agreed to follow the

zero tolerance policy and the related authorities also
expected to issue formal letters regarding this.

It was noted that due to several factors such as
lack of exporter details or non-presence of the
exporter and forged documentation, containers have
been detained by relevant authorities for further
investigation. A joint decision was reached at the
meeting to establish a committee comprising of offi-

18

Chairman of SLPA, Dr.Parakrama Dissanayake
and the Director General of Sri Lanka Cus-
toms (SLC) P. S. M. Charles at the meeting.

cials of Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), Sri
Lanka Customs (SLC), Ceylon Association of Ship-
ping Agents (CASA) and Sri Lanka Association of
Vessel Operators (SLAVO) to look into the matter.
The committee will submit a report on existing
issues with recommendations and suggestions to
resolve the matter.

It was informed by DG Customs that regulations
will be gazetted for paperless documentation.

A committee was also appointed comprising of
officials of SLPA, SLC and CASA to ensure the
matter of resolving issues pertaining to implementa-
tion of digital signature and electronic delivery
order systems.

The Chairman of Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake, expressed
gratitude to the Director General of Customs, the
Additional Director General and all officials of Sri
Lanka Customs for attending the meeting to discuss
the longstanding issues. He also specially men-
tioned and thanked the members of Ceylon Associa-
tion of Shipping Agents (CASA) and Sri Lanka
Association of Vessel Operators (SLAVO) for the
tremendous contribution made by them towards the
productivity of Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA).
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SAGTWINS PLATINUM AT NATIONAL LOGISTICS AND
TRANSPORT EXCELLENCE AWARDS

SAGT General Manager Operations, Upul Jinadasa with Minister for Transport and
Aviation, Nimal Siripala de Silva, Gayani De Alwis, Chairperson - CILT Sri Lanka

- =

and Dr. Lalith Edirisinghe, Secretary - CILT Sri Lanka after receiving the award

South Asia Gateway Terminals (SAGT),
the first Public Private Partnership Container
Terminal in Sri Lanka, won the Platinum
award at the inaugural National Logistics and
Transport Awards organized by the Chartered
Institute of Logistics and Transport Sri Lanka
(CILTSL).

The event was held on July 17 at The
Kingsbury. Prime Minister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe graced the occasion as the chief guest
while Minister of Transport and Civil Avia-
tion, Nimal Siripala de Silva attended as the
guest of honor. State Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs, Dr. Harsha de
Silva also attended the event while CILT
International President Elect, Dato’ Ts Abd
Radzak Abd Malek, and CILT International
Professional Development Coordinator, Jon
Harris attended representing CILT Interna-
tional.

SAGT won the top award in the Corporate
— Large scale category from the best in the
industry.

Upon receiving the award from Minister,
Upul Jinadasa, General Manager Operations

of SAGT said, “Team SAGT has been glob-
ally recognized for its performance excel-
lence on multiple occasions. However, this
award is very special to us. As you know
SAGT partnered with SLPA in 1999 and set
sail on a new journey towards transforming
local maritime industry. We faced many chal-
lenges, commercial, operational, security and
even life-threatening situations since our
inception. We were able to work together
with all stakeholders involved in the industry
and conquer all these challenges to keep the
industry from growing.”

“Team SAGT is very proud to have con-
tributed immensely towards building the
local maritime industry what we see today.
This National recognition is very special to
us because it comes from the very same
community we have been serving passionate-
ly since our inception. | wish to thank the
CILT Sri Lanka and the Judges for awarding
us this prestigious award. We are honored
and inspired by this award and will continue
to serve towards ‘Empowering Sri Lanka’s
Hub Aspirations’,” he said.
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Date — 05-08-2018

SAGT W1ns Platmum

-4
l
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Asia Gateway Terminals (SAGT), the

Public Private Partnership Container

in Sri Lanka, won the Platinum

at the inaugural National Logistics

m Transport Awards organised by the
Ch Institute of Logistics and Trans-

post 8ri Lanka (CILTSL),

e event was held at The Kingsbury
Hotel, Colombo recently.

ime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
wa$ the chief guest while Minister of
Transport and Civil Aviation, Nimal Siri-
pala de Silva was the guest of honour, State
Minister of National Policies and Econom-
ic Affairs, Dr. Harsha de Silva also attend-
ed ‘the event while CILT International

ident Elect, Dato' Ts Abd Radzak Abd

Malek, and CILT International Profession-
al Development Coordinator Jon Harris

SAGT General
tion, Nimal §;

attended representing CILT International.
SAGT won the top award in the Corporate  Upul Jinadasa said, “Team SAGT has been

- Large scale category from the bestinthe  globally recogmzed for its performance
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Inaugural Natxonal Loglsncs and ’I‘ransport Excellence Aw ards

Jimdmwithmnuzrfor Transport and Avia-

Manager Operations Upul
iripala de Silva, Chairperson, CILT Sri Lanka, Gayani de Alwis and Secre-
tary, CILT Sri Lanka, Dr. Lalith Edirisinghe after receiving the award.

General Manager Operations of SAGT

excellence on‘multiple occasions.
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SLPA teams up with ]CT
SAGT an CICT

‘
|

Thé Port of Colombo Awards Night
orgamzed by Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) in collaboration with the Jaya
Container Terminal (JCT), South Asia
Gateway Terminals (SAGT) and the
Colombo International Container
Terminals(CICT) for the first time, was
held at the Shangri-La Hotel, Colombo
last week.

Minister of Ports and Shipping
Mahinda Samarasinghe was the chief
guest. Chairman of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA), Dr.Parakrama Dissa-
nayake, - Chief Executive Officer of the
South Asia Gateway Terminals Ltd.,

esh David and - Chief Execunw.'
0 cgr of the Colombo International
T Ltd., Jack Huang and over 30
me;'!ﬁmsc;é“brelgn officials of Shipping
legcalling the Port of Colombo and
a large number of maritime industry
leaders at local and international level,
wete also present.

:The Mediterranean Shipping Com-
pany was presented the award for the
Most Outstanding Main Line Operator
to the Port of Colombo.

‘Maersk Line was awarded the sec-
ond, CMA CGM the third, Evergreen
Line the fourth and Hapag-Llayd the
fifth. The selection criteria for these
awards for the Main Lines was identi-
fied through the total box operator con-
taifler throughput in TEUs of Port of
Colombo for all three container termi-

. |Among eight Feeder Operators to
Lhe:Pon of Colombo, the award for the

Date — 05-08-2018

Port of Colombo Awards Night

An official of X-Press Feeders receives the Top Feeder Operator Award from

Minister of Ports and Shipping Mahinda

and Deputy Minister

Samarasinghe
Nishantha Muthuhettigama. Chairman, SLPA, Dr. Parakrama
mnmr,PoﬂOpcnﬂomofSlIA,jmnﬁamchMmﬁnoﬂ!mof

the South Asia Terminals Ltd.

., Romesh David and Chief Executive

Gateway
Officer of the Colombo International Terminals Ltd.,Jack Huang are also in

the picture,

Top Feeder Operator was presented to
X-Press Feeders, Bengal Tiger Line Pte,
Ltd., FAR Shipping Singapore Pte, Ltd,
Transworld Feeders FZCO and Orient
Express Lines (Singapore) Pte Limited
were awarded from second to fifth best
feeder operator awards respectively.
The selection criteria for the best feed-
er operator award was identified
through their total Container Through-
put handled at all three terminals of
the Port of Colombo.

Minister of Ports and Shipping
Mahinda Samarasinghe said, “Sri Lan-
ka was the first country in South Asia to
adoptan open economic model for free
enterprise system many years ago. Asa
government of national unity our
vision is to work with every friendly
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nation. Of course our closest neigh-
bouring countries in the region are
very special to us, We always encour-
age these friendly nations inviting
them to accelerate our development to
a sustainable growth,” the Minister
stated, He also said that it was in such
background, the Port of Colombo was
offering with continued stability to
patronize its terminals for all stake-
holders,

The Minister said that the East Con-
tainer Terminal of the Port of Colombo
will be shortly operationalised by Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), “We are
not looking for a Public Private Part-
nership for the East Container Termi-
nal. We have invested nearly US § 100
million in building up the infrastruc-

ture of the East Container Terminal up
to now,” he stated. The Minister also
declared that the West Container Ter-
minal of the Port of Colombo will be
developed on a Public Private Partner-
ship basis as another deep water har-
bour facility and had also embarked on
a feasibility study to be done in Colom-
bo North Port.

The Chairman of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) Dr.Parakrama Dissa-
nayake said that the historic Port of
Colombo Awards Night stemmed out of
the framework agreement that was
signed recently on the advice of the
Honorable Minister between the JCT,
SAGT and CICT to collaboratively ele-
vate the Port of Colombo.

“It is about the growth and progres-
sion of the Port of Colombo as we ar
meeting amidst some challengin,
times, Despite such challenges, durin
the first half of 2018 as against the first
half of 2017, the Port of Colombo has
witnessed a transshipment growth of
19.8% and this is only because of the
untiring efforts and service levels of all
three terminals, the JCT, SAGT and
CICT," Dr. Dissanayake said.

At present, 22 main lines and eight
feeder services are engaged with the
Port of Colombo for container opera-
tions. The Port of Colombo Awards
2018 will evaluate their invaluable ser-
vice to increase the volumes of the port
in its course to make Sri Lanka the
Mega hub of the region.

According to internationally recog-
nised global ranking indexes, the Port
of Colombo is positioned as the world's
23rd best container port and the 13th
best connectivity port in the world at
present.
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' SLPA, Customs meet to

resolve industry issues

The Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
together with other key stakeholders met
recently to discuss a number of issues
pertaining to anti-corruption, zero toler-
ance policy and the introduction of a digi-
tal signature and electronic delivery
order system.

This joint meeting was initiated by the
SLPA and Sri Lanka Customs (SLC) with
the members of the Ceylon Assoclation of
Shipping Agents (CASA) and members of
Sri Lanka Association of Vessel Operators
(SLAVO), a media release issued by the
SLPA stated.

The meeting was co-chaired by the
Chairman of SLPA Dr. Parakrama
Dissanayake and the Director General of
Sri Lanka Customs (SLC) Ms. P. 8. M.
Charles, with the participation of officials
of the Sri Lanka Customs (SLC), SLPA,
members of the CASA and SLAVO. The
meeting was organized on the advice by the
Minister of Ports and Shipping Mahinda
Samarasinghe towards the importance of
resolving issues of the maritime industry
in Sri Lanka.

The meeting brought forward a number
of issues that were discussed pertaining to
the Anti-Corruption and Zero Tolerance
Policy, detained containers, introducing a
digital signature and electronic delivery
order system.

At present, the Management Committee of
SLPA has approved the zero tolerance policy
and this has also been endorsed by the Board
of Directors of the institution. At a recent
discussion, CASA and the Customs have also
agreed to follow the zero tolerance policy and
the related authorities also expected to issue
formal letters regarding this.

It was noted that due to several factors
such as lack of exporter details or non-pres-
ence of the exporter and forged documenta-
tion, containers have been detained by rele-
vant authorities for further investigation.

A joint decision was reached at the meet-
ing to establish a committee comprising
officials of SLPA, Customs, CASA and
SLAVO to look into the matter. The commit-
tee will submit a report on existing issues
with recommendations and suggestions to
resolve the matter,

It was also informed by DG Customs that
regulations will be gazetted for paperless
documentation, the release said.

A committee was also appointed compris-
ing officials of SLPA, SLC and CASA to
ensure the matter of resolving issues per-
taining to implementation of digital signa-
ture and electronic delivery order systems.
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Sri Lanka Ports Authority and SL Customs meet to resolve industry issues

A landmark joint meet-
ing to discuss a number of
maritime industry related
issues was held recently, ini-
tiated by the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) and Sri
Lanka Customs (SLC) with
the members of the Ceylon
Association of Shipping
Agents (CASA) and members
of Sri Lanka Association of
Vessel Operators (SLAVO).
The meeting is also recorded
the first of its kind in the his-
tory of the maritime industry
in SriLanka.

The meeting was co-
chaired by SLPA Chairman
Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake
and SLC Director General
PS.M. Charles, with the par-
ticipation of officials of the
Sri Lanka Customs(SLC),
SLPA, members of the

J »l
SLPA Chairman Dl
General P.S.M. Charles at the meeting
CASA and SLAVO. The
meeting was organised on
advice by Minister of Ports
and Shipping Mahinda
Samarasinghe towards the
importance of resolving
issues of the maritime indus-
try in Sri Lanka.

The meeting brought for-
ward a number of issues that

Dissanayake and SLC Director

were discussed pertaining to
the Anti-Corruption and Zero
Tolerance Policy, detained
containers, introducing a dig-
ital signature and electronic
delivery order system.

At present, the
Management Committee of
Sri Lanka Ports Authority
has approved the zero toler-

Officials of SLPA and SLC with the members of CASA and SLAVO at the meeting

ance policy and this has also
been endorsed by the Board
of Directors of the institu-
tmn At a recent discussion,

SA, also s and

It was noted that due to
several factors such as lack
of exporter details or non-
presence of the exporter and

SL( havt- also agreed to fol-
low the zero tolerance policy
and the related authorities
also expected to issue formal
letters regarding this.

forged ion, con-
tainers have been

mittee comprising of offi-
cials of SLPA, SLC, CASA
and SLAVO to look into the
matter. The

be gazetted for paperless doc-
umentation.

A committee was also
appointed comprising of
officials of SLPA, SLC and
CASA to ensure the matter of
resolving issues pertaining
to implementation ofdigital
signature andelectronic deliv-
eryorder systems.

Dr.Parakrama Dissanayake
expressed gratitude to the
Director General of Customs,
the Additional Director
Generaland all officials of Sri
Lanka Customs for attend-
ing the meeting to discuss
the ing issues. He

submit a report on existing
issues with

by relevant authorities for
further investigation. A joint
decision was reached at the
meeting to establish a com-

and suggestions to resolve the
matter.

It was informed by DG
Customs that regulations will

also specially mentioned
and thanked the members of
CASA and SLAVO for the tre-
mendous contribution made
by them towards the produc-
tivity of SLPA.
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SAGT wins Platinum at

Tran

outh Asia Gatew

Terminals (SAGT),

the first public private
partnership container terminal
in Sri Lanka, won the Platinum
award at the inaugural
National Logistics and
Transport Awards organised
by the Chartered Institute of
Logistics and Transport Sri
Lanka (CILTSL).

The prestigious event was
held on July 17, 2018, at The
Kingsbury. Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe graced
the occasion as the chief guest
while Transport and Civil
Aviation Minister Nimal
Siripala de Silva attended as
the guest of honor.

National Policies and
Economic Affairs State
Minister Dr. Harsha de
Silva also attended the event
while CILT International
President Elect Dato' Ts
Abd Radzak Abd Malek
and CILT International
Professional Development
Coordinator Jon Harris
attended representing CILT
International. SAGT won the
top award in the Corporate -
Large scale category from the
best in the industry.

SAGT Operations General ManaPev Upul Jinadasa with Tnnspon and Aviation Minister Nimal Siripata de Sitva, CILT Sri

Lanka Chairperson Gayani De Al

Upon receiving the award,
SAGT Operations General
Manager Upul Jinadasa
said: "Team SAGT has been
globally recognised for its
performance excellence on
multiple occasions. However,
this award is very special
to us. As you know SAGT
partnered with SLPA in 1999
and set sail on a new journey
towards transforming local
maritime industry, We faced
many challenges, commercial,
operational, security and even
Ixfe-threatemng situations
since our inception. We were
able to work together with
all stakeholders involved
in the industry and conquer

all these challenges to keep
the industry from growing.
Team SAGT is very proud to
have contributed immensely
towards building the local
maritime industry what we
see today. This national
recognition is very special
to us because it comes from
the very same community we

wis and CILT Sri Lanka Secretary Dr. Lalith Edirisinghe after receiving the award

Officer Romesh David said:
“SAGT played a key role
in establishing the Port of
Colombo as a pre-eminent
gateway hub in South Asia and
we will continue to nurture this
aspiration in the future too.”
He also congratulated all
the winners and commended
CILT Sri Lanka for laying

have been serving p
since our inception, I wish to
thank the CILT Sri Lanka and
the judges for awarding us
this prestigious award. We are
honoured and inspired by this
award and will continue to
serve towards ‘Empowering
Sri Lanka’s Hub Aspirations.”
SAGT Chief Executive

23

the foundation for a platform
which recognizes the
contribution of organisations
in the logistics and
transport industry to the Sri
Lankan economy.

SAGT has attracted
multiple independent globally
recognised ‘best.practice’
awards consecutively in the

1naugura1 National Loglstics and

rt Excellence Wards |

recent past; Ranked number-|
one in South Asia and number-|
four in the world for Terminal
Productivity by the Journal
of Commerce (JoC) USA in
2015, ranked number-one in
the Indian Subcontinent by
the Global Ports Forum (GPF)
Singapore in 2016/17 and 2018
and awarded Best Employer|
Brand at The Sri Lanka Best
Employer Brand Awards 2017

South Asia Gateway|
Terminals (SAGT) is the first
public private partnership
container terminal in Sri
Lanka (with approximately
60 percent Sri Lankan
shareholding) and commenced
operations in 1999, launching
the Port of Colombo as|
global trade's preeminent
gateway hub to South Asia.
Today, the terminal is one of |
three operators in the Port|
of Colombo and continues|
to offer the international
container shipping community
a competitive best in class|
service, SAGT is a Board of
Investment flagship company
whose sharcholders mcludc’
- John Keells Holdings,
Maersk/APM Terminals,|
SLPA and Evergreen, J

\
|
\
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'SRI Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) cel-
ebrated the 39th anniver-
sary on 1 August amidst
a series of religious
activities to bring bless-
ings to the institution and
its workforce. The main
function to mark the 39th
anniversary was held
at the Sambuddhathwa
Jayanthi Chaithya
premises of Sri Lanka
Ports Authority with
the initiative of Acting
Minister of Ports and
Shipping Nishantha
Muthuhettigama. The
Minister of Ports and
Shipping who is cur-
rently on a special official
visit abroad had conveyed
gratitude and best wishes
for the success.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Muthuhettigama
stated that SLPA during
recent times has achieved
tremendous feats in its
journey to become the
maritime centre in the
region. “The dedicat-
ed performance of all
employees of Sri Lanka
Ports Authority that
performs a major tsk to
feed national economy
are commendable at this
juncture,” the Deputy
Minister said.

In a special message
to the occasion, SLPA
Chairman Dr. Parakrama
Dissanayake mentioned
that Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) was
proud of its dedicated
performance towards
building national econo-
my, with an overview of
corporate goals Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA)
achieved together.

At present, SLPA is car-
rying out yeoman tasks
for the promotion of the
Sri Lankan economy.

'All staffs and employees
of SLPA has efficiently
brought out their dedica-
tion and cooperation in
carrying out such a mas-
sive task.

The Jaya Container
Terminal (JCT) akin to
the heart of SLPA has
made plans to retain
the existing clients and
attract more services
through the supplying of
services of the highest
quality and implement-
ing them at present. The
JCT has been able to
retain the 18S0-8001-2015
Quality Certification
secured in the year 2016
for the year 2018 also.
Furthermore, the JCT is
able to maintain opera-
tional productivity at a
very high level by being
able to carry out admin-
istrative tasks and oper-
ational tasks through
methodical and system-
atic implementations.

Steps have also
been taken to sign
a Memorandum of
Understanding between
all three terminals to
maintain the Port of
Colombo as the centre of
container transshipping,
marketing, promotions
and resources as needed
and to uplift the image
of the Colombo Harbour
through them.

A system to release
containerised cargo more
efficient by methodi-
cally sending them to be
processed and released
before 48 hours, connect-
ing the process with the
computer system of Sri
Lanka Customs (SLC) has
been activated extend-
ing SLPA's credibility of
increasing customer sat-
isfaction.

SLPA has also been
awarded with the Global

Date — 06-08-2018

Sri Lanka Ports Authority

Acting Minister of
Ports and Shipping

elebrates 39th an

)

Sri Lanka Ports Authority
Acting Chairman

niversary

Development Agency to
give a sustainable solu-
tion to the depositing of
silt in the Port of Oluvil
has been completed.
Another victory
achieved by Sri Lanka
Ports Authority is being
able to activate the pro-
jects connected with
increasing the infra-
structure required to
upgrade the Port of

speaking at the occasion

PG.
speaking at the occasion

Acting Minister of Ports and Shipping Nishantha
Muthuhettigama joins the tree planting campaign at the
SLPA's Sri Sambuddhathwa Jayanthi premises

Port Forum'’s (GPF) ‘Best
Ports Authority of the
Year 2018 award.

Steps have been taken
to broaden the infra-
structure facilities and
launch new projects nec-
essary to uplift the Port
of Colombo among com-
petitive international
container ports. The
project of broadening
the Interior Road system
of the Port of Colombo
has been launched and,
at present, arrangements
are being made to broad-
en the Interior Main Road
of the Port of Colombo
from Gate No. 01 to six
lanes including the port
access road. Even though
there will be some issues
in transporting contain-
ers in the coming three
years due to the construc-
tion of columns, possible
solutions for the contain-
er transport congestion
will be provided following
successful completion of
the project.

Stage 01 of Prince
Vijaya Quay (PVQ),
Stages 01 and 02 of the
Bandaranaike Quay
(BQ) and the develop-
ment of JCT III M and
N Container Lanes have
also been completed
and the work of the
JCT V project has been
launched. After the com-
pletion of that project,
two megaships will be
able to anchor simultane-
ously al JCT Stage 11T and
.

The East Container
Terminal (ECT) is the
second-deepest container
terminal in the Port of
Colombo and after the
work 1s completed, that
terminal will be equipped
with a jetty of 18 meters
in depth and 1200 meters

iasacom-
mercial port and main-
taining operations. The
Government of India has
agreed to provide a loan
facility of $45.27 million
to carry out the task.

A Port Development
Master Plan, with the
objective developing
ports for the upliftment
of the National Economy
is being completed. It is
expected to launch it next
year and direct the insti-
tution on a process of sus-
tainable development.

The Mahapola Ports
& Maritime Academy
established for the profes-
sional development of the
staff of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) has
been able to update their
standards certification to
1SO 9001-2015 from 1 May.
This Academy is manag-
ing a number of quality
courses for outside par-
ties and plans are being
made at present, to broad-
en training programs,
upgrade infrastructure
facilities and new pro-
jects. Furthermore, it is
expected to upgrade this
Academy to the univer-
sity level.

A

in length. It is expected
to make the annual con-
tainer operating capacity
of this terminal, 204 mil-
lion TEUs. At present, Sri
Lanka Ports Authority
has taken steps to length-
en the jetty by 440m
and develop the facili-
ties relevant to the ECT
and the adjoining yard.
Furthermore, SLPA has
taken steps to carry out
the work of activating the
operations of the ECT ful-
filling another victorious
objective achieved suc-
cessfully,

At present, several
projects to develop ports
other than the Port of
Colombo have been
launched and work in
several of them have
already finished. The
first stage of repairing
the Closenberg Jetty of
the Port of Galle has been
launched and the second
stage is being planned.
Furthermore, plans have
been made to repair the
breakwater of the Port of
Galle in two stages.

As the bulk cargo
operations in the Port of
Trincomalee are increas-
ing each day, the basic
works of broadening the
Ashroff Jetty to increase
the efficiency of those
operations have been
launched and the estimat-
ed cost of these will be
close to $35 million. Plans
have also been made to
construct the administra-
tion building of the Port
of Trincomalee and the
major part of the work
of constructing new go-
downs is finished.

At present, the engi-
neering study by Danish
Hydraulic Institute of
Denmark funded by the
Danish International
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g the
SLPA Acting Chairman
P.G. Dasanayake said that
the management of the
institution was always
confident of the efficient
performance all employ-
ees towards boosting pro-
ductivity of the institu-
tion. “The East Container
Terminal will sooner be
operational under the
operational process of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority,”
he said.

Sri Lanka Ports
Authority had also
organised a tree planting
campaign on the day, in
its programme to make
the Port of Colombo a
green port. A blood dona-
tion campaign was also
held at the institution.
and in another event
organised parallel to
the 39th Anniversary of
the institution, all resi-
dential patients at the
Maharagama ‘Apeksha’
cancer hospital were
donated with parcels of
essential items.

Ministry of Ports
and Shipping Secretary
L.P. Jayampathi, SLPA
Managing Director

Gunasekara, Director
(Finance) Shirani
Wanniarachchi,
Director (Operations)
Jayantha Perera,
Director (Technical)
Chandrakanthi
Lokuhewage, Director
(Logistics) D. Uplai de
Zoysa, Director (Human
Resources) P. Ranathunga,
Director (Security)
Major Gen. Gamini
Hettiarachchi, all Heads
of Divisions and a num-
ber of employees also
attended the occasion.
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SAGT wins Platinum at

inaugural National Lo
ort Excellence

Tran

outh Asia Gatew

Terminals (SAGT).

the first public private
partnership container terminal
in Sri Lanka, won the Platinum
award at the inaugural
National Logistics and
Transport Awards organised
by the Chartered Institute of
Logistics and Transport Sri
Lanka (CILTSL).

The prestigious event was
held on July 17, 2018, at The
Kingsbury. Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe graced
the occasion as the chief guest
while Transport and Civil
Aviation Minister Nimal
Siripala de Silva attended as
the guest of honor.

National Policies and
Economic Affairs State
Minister Dr. Harsha de
Silva also attended the event
while CILT International
President Elect Dato' Ts
Abd Radzak Abd Malek
and CILT International
Professional Development
Coordinator Jon Harris
attended representing CILT
International. SAGT won the
top award in the Corporate -
Large scale category from the
best in the industry.

SAGTP tions General

Upon receiving the award,
SAGT Operations General
Manager Upul Jinadasa
said: "Team SAGT has been
globally recognised for its
performance excellence on
multiple occasions. However,
this award is very special
to us. As you know SAGT
partnered with SLPA in 1999
and set sail on a new journey
towards transforming local
maritime industry, We faced
many challenges, commercial,
operational, security and even
life-threatening situations
since our inception. We were
able to work together with
all stakeholders involved
in the industry and conquer

all these challenges to keep
the industry from growing.
Team SAGT is very proud to
have contributed immensely
towards building the local
maritime industry what we
see today. This national
recognition is very special
to us because it comes from
the very same community we
have been serving passionately
since our inception, I wish to
thank the CILT Sri Lanka and
the judges for awarding us
this prestigious award. We are
honoured and inspired by this
award and will continue to
serve towards ‘Empowering
Sri Lanka’s Hub Aspirations.”
SAGT Chief Executive
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and Nimal Siripala de Silva, CILT Sri
Lanka Chairperson Gayani De AFMS u\d CILT Sr1 Lmkn S«rﬂuy Dr Lalith Edirisinghe after receiving the award

Officer Romesh David said:
“SAGT played a key role
in establishing the Port of
Colombo as a pre-eminent
gateway hub in South Asia and
we will continue to nurture this
aspiration in the future too.”

He also congratulated all
the winners and commended
CILT Sri Lanka for laying
the foundation for a platform
which recognizes the
contribution of organisations
in the logistics and
transport industry to the Sri
Lankan economy.

SAGT has attracted
multiple independent globally
recognised ‘best.practice’
awards consecutively in the

ﬁlstics and
wards

recent past; Ranked number-|
one in South Asia and number-|
four in the world for Terminal
Productivity by the Journal
of Commerce (JoC) USA in
2015, ranked number-one in
the Indian Subcontinent by
the Global Ports Forum (GPF)
Singapore in 2016/17 and 2018
and awarded Best Employer
Brand at The Sri Lanka Best
Employer Brand Awards 2017.

South Asia Gateway
Terminals (SAGT) is the first
public private partnership
container terminal in Sri
Lanka (with approximately
60 percent Sri Lankan
hareholding) and cc ced
operations in 1999, launching
the Port of Colombo as|
global trade’s preeminent
gateway hub to South Asia.
Today, the terminal is one of
three operators in the Port|
of Colombo and continues|
to offer the international
container shipping community
a competitive best in class}
service, SAGT is a Board of
Investment flagship company|
whose sharcholders include
- John Keells Holdings,|
MaerskiAPM Terminals,
SLPA and Evergreen, J
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COLOMBO HAS POTENTIALTO BE THE INTERNATIONAL

ANANDA KANNANGARA
Colombo has all necessary
potentials to be the service cen-

tric, International Maritime
Centre for th n Region by
developing segments such as
the Port and logistics, Maritime
Finance and law and Maritime
Technology, said Singapore
based Drewry Maritime Servic-
es (Asia), Senior Consultant
Aden Wong.

He made these remarks at the
4th Anniversary celebrations of

MARITIME CENTRE - ADEW wowG

the Women’s International
Shipping and Trading Associa-

tion (WISTA) held in Colombo.

Highlighting the invaluable
service rendered by WISTA,
‘Wong thanked the Association
to promote careers in shipping
and shipping related industries
amongst females in Sri Lanka.

He said it was also happy to
note that the objective of
WISTA to raise the profile of
women in the maritime sector

since the industry is still domi-
nated by male.

Wong also highlighted the
role played by the global
women in the maritime sector
and said that it is another mile-
stone for WISTA Sri Lanka to
complete four years in the local
maritime industry.

He highlighted that WISTA
has been successful in breaking
down gender barriers within the
shipping and logistics industry
over the years and encouraging

more women 1o join this grow-
ing industry.

WISTA Sri Lanka is a member
of WISTA International which is
a global organization connecting
female executives and decision
makers around the world. It
serves as a connector for its net-
work of more than 3,000 female
professionals from all sectors of
the maritime industry.

WISTA Sri Lanka, President
Swabha Wickramasinghe said the
Association had 100 members at

the beginning and currently the
membership has increased by
over 35 percent.

She said the WISTA Executive
Committee work hard to encour-
age more women to take up
careers in shipping, sharing
knowledge and networking with
other associations in the industry.

She said the association has
also carried out several initiatives
to schools to promote an early
interest in the shipping industry
amongst the next generation.

She also mentioned about the
*Formulation of a National Policy
for Maritime and Logistics Sec-
tors “initiated by the Government
and said founder Chairperson,
Shehara Jayawardena is repre-
senting as the convener at this
forum.

Sri Lanka Ports Authority,
Chairman Dr. Parakrama Dissan-
ayake also highlighted the valua-
ble service rendered by WISTA
Sri Lanka to encourage more
women to the maritime sector.

Aden Wong

—Y e

Newspaper —

The Island

Date — 06-08-2018

SLPA donates essential items to
residential patients at Apeksha

Hospital Maharagama

-

Vice Chairman of Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) - P.G.Dasanayake hands
over a parcel containing essential items for residents of the Apeksha
Hospital, to the hospital's Acting Deputy Director Dr,Roshan Amarathunga.

Employees of Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA) donat-
ed parcels of essential items
o 743 residents following
treatments at the Apeksha’
Hbspital-inn Maharagama.

The programme had been
organized parallel to the
39th Anniversary of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
on 01st August 2018.

Attending the programme
the Vice Chairman of Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
- P.G.Dasanavake stated that

the institution being a place
of reconciliation has dedicat-
ed not only towards the socio-
economic prosperity of the
country but also for hospitali-
ty to facilitate humanitarian
responsibilities. He also
thanked all employees of the
institution for organizing the
donation programme.

A number of divisional
heads, staff members and
employees of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority also participated at
the occasion.
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(:ol's potential as
maritime hub highly rated

Colombo’s potential as an international Maritime Centre for
Asian Region was highlighted by Singapore-based Drewry
Maritime Services (Asia) senior consultant Aden Wong,

Colombo’s...

Wong asserted that potential is ripe in areas such as Port
and Logistics, Maritime Finance and Law and Maritime
Technology. He made these remarks addressing the 4th
Anniversary celebration of the Women's International
Shipping and Trading Association (WISTA) held in Colombo
recently. He thanked WISTA for its service provided towards
promoting careers in maritime relation industries among
females of the country and noted that it was raising the pro-
file of women in a sector that is infamously male-dominated.

Wong commended WISTA for completing four years in Sri
Lanka, which is a commendable milestone in an era that
women are playing an increasing role in the global maritime
sector.

WISTA Sri Lanka is a member of WISTA International, a
global organization connecting female executives and deci-
sion-makers around the world. It serves as a connector for
its network of more than 3,000 female professionals from all
sectors of the maritime industry.

WISTA Sri Lankan President S Wickramasinghe highly
rated the effort put forward by the association and acknowl-
edged that membership, which began with 100 members,
has now increased by over 35 per cent.

She also called for the formulation of a National Policy on
Maritime & logistics sectors.

Sri Lanka Ports Authority Chairman Dr Parakrama
Dissanayake also highlighted the valuable service rendered

by WISTA Sri Lanka to encourage more women to the mari-
time sector. (RS)
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SLPA HOSTS INAUGURAL "PORT
OF COLOMBO AWARDS NIGHT”

he first-ever ‘Port of

Colombo Awards Night'

was held recently at
Shangri-La Hotel,
Colombo with Ports

and Shipping Minister Mahinda
Samarasinghe as the Chief Guest,
The event was organised by
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) in collaboration with Jaya
Container Terminal (JCT), South
Asia Gateway Terminals (SAGT)

and the Colombo Intemational
Container Terminals (CICT),

Ten international shipping
companies were presented with
awards during the ceremony.

Deputy Minister of Ports
and Shipping Nishantha
Muthuhettigama, SLPA Chairman

Parakrama Dlssarfxa grkesxggri
representatives o s

and CICT were present at the
occasion.
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Denmark support for
Lankan ports sector

Ports and Shipping Minis-
ter Mahinda Samarasinghe
visited Denmark recently to
obtain financial and techni-
cal assistance for the devel-
opment of Sri Lanka’s ports
sector.

During the visit, Minister
Samarasinghe held discus-
sions with a group of dele-
gates including Maersk Line
network Chief Executive
Officer Soren Skou.

Sri Lanka Ports Authori- ;
ty Chairman Dr, Parakrama  Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe with Denmark delegates.
Dissanayake, Maersk Line

network Head Anders Boe-  tre, Marketing Manager Ports and Shipping Minis-
naes, Senior Director Julian and Senior Public Relations ter Sean Samarasinghe and
Bevis, Public Relations Consultant Karina Kindvig, other delegates were pre-
South Asia Prithwijit Mai-  Private Secretary to the sent.
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Danish assistance
sought to develop

SI. Port sector

Ports and shipping Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe
paid a visit to Denmark recently with the objective
to gather financial and technical assistance in the
development of Sri Lankan Port sector. During the visit
Minister Samarasinghe held discussions with a group
of delegates including, the Chief Executive Officer of
Maersk Line network Soren Skou.

Chairman of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority Dr.
Parakrama Dissanayake, Head of the Maersk Line
network, Anders Boenaes, Senior Director Julian Bevis,
Public Retations South Asia Priyanjith Maitre, Marketing
Manger and Senior Public Relations consultant Karina
Kindvig,and Private secretary to the Minister, Sean
Samarasinghe attended the meeting,
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UNDERW
HAMBANTOT

BY SHEN SHIWEI

AUS $ 1.12 billion agreement,
a 99-year lease and “debt
diplomacy” are some of the
flashy words weaving different stories
about the Hambantota pun project
between China and Sri Lanka,

But what is really haj p\nlng under
the turbulent waters of the maritime

port? And if it is commercially ran
by 4 joint venture, then who has the
final say?

In short, the Hambantota port is
under the Sri Lankan sovereignty. And
the much-trumpeted security concemns
over the commercially-run port by a
Chinese company are invalid, as the Sri
Lankan government recently moved its
southern faval command to the facility.

“There is no need to be frightened
as the security of the Hambantota port
will be under the control of Sri Lanka
Navy,™ announced a statement by the
Sri Lankan Prime Minister’s Office,
issued in Junc. It clarified that Sri Lanka.
and its people own control over the port
and refute allegations that a “Chinese
colony is being b\nh there,

e

Chinese and Sri Lankan joint
ventures will operate the port and share
revenues. When it comes 1o security,
Sri Lanka has full responsibility and
control.

CLIPPINGS &
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TER MYTH OF SRI L/
PORTDEAL -

Chinese and i Lank (R,
Cotomba, on July 29,2017
Why does Hambanlota port matter? Sri Lankan President Mahinda another study in June 2003,

Colombo, the I capital) R

1t aimed to Sri

and largest city of Sri Lanka, is too '

busy to deal with seaborne trade
routes. Sri Lanka needed a new
economic growth engine and the
Hambanftota port, with-its-proximity
to the world's busiest shipping lanes,
proved to be a good option.
Commercial activities at the decp-
sea port arc upcclcd to trigger

Lanka into “a hub for sea transport,
n\uuon busmcss. enefgy and

HIN hnlblu and s It to huild
Wt g

The Sri Lankan government has
carried surveys and research regarding
that matter in pru-viousym.

During the time of former
President Chandrika Kumlnnmgn

All these have been bya for Sri Lanka.
five-party agreement reached by China Back in 2005, constructing a new
Merchants Port Holdings (CMPort), portink and it
the Sri Lanka Ports Aullwnly (SLPA) to the capital Colombo via a planned
Sri Lankan g dustrial belt, was itized in the

International Port Group [Private]
and Hambantota International Port
Services Company [Private] (HIPS).
An item often overlooked in some
media reports is that CMPort nceds
to invest up to US $ 1.12 billion in

the Hambantota port and relevant sea
logistic the & ent.

Under thig deal, the Chinese side
holds a 703percent stake in two

joint ventures-and the Sri Lankan
side holds the rest 30 percent. After
10 years, the Sri Lankan side will
gradually purchase an additional 20
percent stake, resulting in the two
sides owning an equal share of 50
percent each.

‘Mahinda Vision for the Future',
which was proposed by former

Danish

firm Ramboll did the first funbxlxy

study, without finishing it. Another

engineering consultancy firm,
valin from Canada, completed

37

In 2004, Ramboll was back in the
picture and completed the study in
2007, This was under the second term
of Ki

The conclusion of two feasibility
studies under two different
governments is clear anid convincing:
Build the Hambantota port.

No assistance from India

For years, many observers have

spoken of “India’s worry"” over the

service in 2012. But some critics said:
“Look! Only 34 vessels docked in

2012, With tens of thousands of ships”

passing by along the world’s busiest
shipping lanes. The port failed.”

But 2014 proved to be a better
year. A whopping 335 vessels docked
at the port as the second phase was
under construction. The port made
an operating profit of Rs,900 million
(US'§ 5.66 million) in 2014 and
Rs.1,200 million (US $'7.55 million)
in 2015 .

As for the loan costs and
repayment, “the total cost of
financing the Hambantota port
(capital plus i will be US §
1,761 million by the time the loan
expires in 2036. By the end of 2016,
nearly US § 500 million of this total
amount.had jalready been repaid,
There Was .never any proglem
about meeting the paymetits for the
Hambantota port beeause it was paid
out of the profits of lhe Sri Lanka

Chinese presence in the
port. But separating facts from fiction is
essential. -

Sri Lanka had first looked to India for
assistance to develop the Hambantota
pm but India declined.

Ports Auth S|
to former Sri Lanka President
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

In addition to the Hambantota port,
China will also set up an industrial
zone in the fnuhry It is hoped that

port,

(ogether with the booming Port of

Colombo will be strong competitors
1o India’s maritime facilities, Despite
investing in Sri Lanka, India nceds
more forei dxuc( investment and

mnﬂ Sistance Wi ©

. 'yajcc( was subject to severe eriticism

from India and the West, even when

Indian automobile exports to Sri Lanka
were the first batch of goods when the
port opened for business.

Is that fair?

Lower costs, promising
benefits: to win the contract of
constructing the Hambantota
port, many countries together
with international contractors and
financial institutions competed.
China’s solution offered the best
deal. The actual building cost
was lower than the engineering
estimates in the feasibility reports
by both Ramboll and SNC Lavalin.

In December 2011, the first

“the ind: | zone will be an anslne

Sri Lanka and attract investors ﬁom
all parts of the world.

s"u"lagnwmom of

“'Sri Lanka has borrowed from the
'US more than China. These loans dre
in the form of international sovereign
bonds, treasury bonds, and treasury
bills, which have had inyestors from
the US and West, So, if at all Sri
Lanka was going to get into trouble,
it was not because of the Chinese debt
alone but because of all the debt,”
said former Sri Lankah Central Bank
Govemor Ajith Nivard Cabraal, in an
interview in June this year.

Indeed, Sri Lanka's debt problems
mainly result frdm underdevelopment,
historical and external reasons,

Sri Lanka issued seven sovereign
bonds worth US'S 5.5 billion between
2007 and 2014. One major portion
of the external debt is in the private
sector and banks. They are mainly

phase of the port
was completed and emtered

and loans
with higher interest rate.

Then who gwns trem and how much
dedt does Sri Lanka owe to China?

According to the 2017 annual report
of the. Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
the country’s total external debt was
US § 51.824 billion, among which
outstanding Chinese loans took up
only about 10.6 percent or US § 5.5
billion. Besides, 61.5 percent of the
Chinese loans (US § 3.38 billion) are

.concessional ones, with a much lower

interest rate than the international
market, According to Sri Lanka's
Finanice Ministry annual report 2017,
market borrowings mainfy of sovereign
bonds accounted for 39 percent of the

s external debt. Loans owed to
the Asian Development Bank were 14
percent, Japan 12 percent, the World
Bank 11 percent, China 10 percent and
India three percent.

Clearly for sure, the biggest issue ih
Sri. Lanka is borrowing from global
finance capital orithe seemingly
innocent international capital markets,
which charge much higher interest
rates. The capital markets are mainly ih
the US and European countries.

The lost
S SPES was amed y Sngagare |

Singapore was not built in a day, so is
Sri Lanka’s national development plan.

Situated along one of the busiest
shipping lanes, Sri Lanka surely has
abundant advantages to achieve an
economic leap. But it needs to catch up.

Dubai in the UAE and Shenzhen
in southern China became economic
mirscles through decades of continui
input, strong leadership and stab
policy and innovation. So does lke
Hambantota port and industrial park
nearby. The giant facility will geoerate
a larger forcign exchange flow info
Sri Lanka through maritime servicés «
and positively impact the foreigh
reserves of the country. But they need
encouragement, not bias.

Empty talks would lead the
country to astray. Only hard work can
rejuvenate the nation.

(Shen Shiwei is a research felloh'

at the Charhar Institute and former
government relations and hulinen
consultant for Chinese enterprisés
in Africa and the Middle East. The
article reflects the author’s opinion
and not necessarily the views of
CGTN)
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HAMBANTOTA PORT DEAL

SHEN SHIWEI

-12-billion-US-dollar agreement, a 99-year
lease and ‘debt diplomacy’ are some of the
flashy words weaving different stories about
the Hambantota Port Project between China
and Sri Lanka.

But what is really happening under the
turbulent waters of the maritime port? And
if it is commercially run by a joint venture,
then who has the final say?

In short, the Hdmmmum Port is under the
Sri Lankan sovereignty. The much trumpeted
security concerns over the commercially-run
port by a Chinese company are invalid, as the
Sri Lankan Government recently moved its
Southern Naval Command to the facility.

“There is no need to be frightened as the
security of the Hambantota Port will be under
the control of Sri Lanka Navy,” this was stated
in a statement by the Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter Office issued in June. It clarified that Sri
Lanka and its people own control over the Port
and refute allegations that a “Chinese Colony is
being built” there.

But how to run the commercial port,
share the benefits and provide security?

Chinese and Sri Lankan joint ventures will
operate the Port and share revenues, When it
comes to security, Sri Lanka has full responsi-
bility and control.

All these have been guaranteed by a Five-
Party Agreement reached by China Merchants
Port Holdings (CMPort), Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA), the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment, Hambantota International Port Group
(Private) (HIPG) and Hambantota Interna-
tional Port Services Company (Private)

An item often overlooked in some media
reports is that the China Merchants Port Hold-
ings (CMPort) needs to invest up to 1.12 bil-
lion US dollars in Hambantota Port and rele-
vant sea logistic business under the agreement.

Under this deal, the Chinese side holds a
70-per cent stake in two joint ventures and the
Sri Lankan side holds the rest 30 per cent.
After ten years, the Sri Lankan side will gradu-
ally purchase an additional 20 per cent stake,
resulting in the two sides owning an equal
share of 50 per cent e:

Why does Hambantota Port matter?

Colombo, the commercial capital and largest
City of Sri Lanka is too busy to deal with
seaborne trade routes. Sri Lanka needed a new
economic growth engine and Hambantota
Port, with its proximity to the world’s busiest
shipping lanes, proved to be a good option.

Commercial activities at the deep-sea port
are expected to trigger economic development
for Sri Lanka.

Back in 2005, constructing a new Port in
Hambantota and connecting it to the Capital
Colombo via a planned industrial belt was pri-
oritized in the “Mahinda Vision for the Future,”
which was proposed by Former Sri Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapaksa. It aims to trans-
form Sri Lanka into “a hub for sea transport,
aviation, business, energy and knowledge.”

How feasible and practical is it to build
the Hambantota Port?

e Sri Lankan Government has carried
surveys and research regarding that matter in
previous years.

During the time of Former President Chan-

|
drika Kumaratunga, Danish Engineering Con-
sultancy Firm Ramboll did the first feasibil
study, without finishing it. Another top Eng
neering Consultancy firm, SNC Lavalin from
Canada, completed another study in June 2003,
2004, Ramboll was back in the picture and
completed the study in 2007. This was under
the second term of Chandrika Kumaratunga.
The conclusion of two fe; y studie
under two different governments is clear and
convincing to Build the Hambantota Port.

For years, many observers have spoken of
'S worry” over the Chinese presence in
the Hambantota Port. But separating facts
from fiction is essential.

Sri Lanka had first looked to India for assis-

tance to develop the Hambantota Port, but
India declined.
A flourishing Hambantota Port, together
with the booming Port of Colombo, will be
strong competitors to India’s Maritime Facili-
ties. Despite investing in Sri Lanka, India
needs more FDI and loans to develop its own
infrastructure.

But Chin: ssistance with the project was
subject to severe criticism from India and the
West, even when Indian automobile exports to
Sri Lanka were the first batch of goods when
the Port opened for business.

Is that fair?

Lower costs, promising benefits

To win the contract of constructing the Ham-
bantota Port, many countries together with
international contractors and financial institu-
tions competed. Chi) solution offered the
best deal.

The actual building cost was lower than the
engineering estimates in the f ility reports
by both Ramboll and SNC Lavali

In December 2011, the first phase of the
Hambantota Port was completed and entered
service in 2012.

But some ¢ said, “Look! Only 34 vessels
docked in 2012. With tens of thousands of

File Photo: C: ion A

ships passing by along the world’s busiest ship-
ping lanes. The Port failed.”

But 2014 proved to be a better year. A whop-
ping 335 vessels docked at the Port as the sec-
ond phase was under construction. The Port
made an operating profit of 900 million rupees
(5.66 million US dollars) in 2014 and 1,200
million rupees (7.55 million US dollars) in
2015. As for the loan costs and repayment, “the
total cost of financing the Hambantota Port
(capital plus interest) will be 1,761 million US
dollars by the time the loan expires in 2036. By
the end of 2016, nearly 500 million US dollars
of this total amount had already been repaid.
There was never any problem about meeting
the payments for the Hambantota Port because
it was paid out of the profits of the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA)," according to Mahin-
da Rajapaksa, former Sri Lanka President.

signing event 2017.

In addition to the Hambantota Port, China
will also set up an Industrial Zone in the facili-
ty. It is hoped that the industrial zone will be an
engine to drive the economic development of
Sri Lanka and attract investors from all parts of
the world.

“Sri Lanka has borrowed from the US more
than China. These loans are in the form of
International Sovereign Bonds, Treasury Bonds
and Treasury bills which have had investors
from the US and the West. So if at Sri Lanka
was going to get into trouble, it was not
because of the Chinese debt alone, but because
of all the debts,” said h Nivard Cabraal,
former Governor of Sri Lankan Central Bank in
an interview in June this year.

Indeed, Sri Lanka’s debt problems mainly
result from under development, historical and
external reasons.

Sri Lanka issued Seven Sovereign Bonds
worth 5.5 billion US dollars between 2007 and
2014. One major portion of the external debt is
in the private sector and banks. They are
mainly commercial and non-preferential loans
with higher interest rate.

Then who owns them and how much debt
does Sri Lanka owe to China?

According to the 2017 Annual Report of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, the Country’s total
external debt was 51.824 billion US
among which outstanding Chinese loans
up only about 10.6 percent or 5.5 billion US
dolla esides, 61.5 percent of the Chinese
loans (3.38 billion US dollars) are concessional
ones, with a much lower interest rate than the
international market.

According to Sri Lanka’s Finance Ministry
Annual Report 2017, market borrowings main-
Iy of Sovereign Bonds accounted for 39 per
cent of the Country’s external debt. Loans
owed to the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
were 14 per cent, Japan 12 per cent, the World
Bank 11 per cent, China 10 per cent and India
3 per cent.

Clearly for sure, the biggest issue in Sri
Lanka is borrowing from global finance capital
or the seemingly innocent international capital
markets, which charge much higher interest
rates, The capital markets are mainly in the US
and European countries.

“The opportunity lost by Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
was gained by Singapore,”

Singapore was not built in a day, so is Sri
Lanka’s National Development Plan.

Situated along one of the bus shipping
lanes, Sri Lanka surely has abundant advan-
tages to achieve an economic leap. But it needs
to catch up.

Dubai in the UAE and Shenzhen in Southern
China became economic miracle through dec-
ades of continuing input, strong leadership and
stable policy and innovation. So does the Ham-
bantota Port and industrial Park nearby. The

giant facility will generate a larger foreign
exchange flow into Sri Lanka through Mari-
time Services and positively impact the foreign
reserves of the country. But they need encour-
agement, not bias.

Empty talks would lead the country astray.
Only hard work can rejuvenate the nation

e writer is a research fellow at the
Charhar Institute and Former Government
Relations and Business Consultant for Chi-
nese Enterprises in Africa and the Middle
East. The article reflects the author’s opin-
ion and not necessarily the views of CGTN,
and this newspaper. This article first
appeared in news.cgtn.com
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A $ 1.12-billion agreement, a
99 Edl‘ lease and “debt diplo-
re some of the flashy

weaving different sto-
about the Hambantota
Port project between China
and Sri Lanka.

But what is really hap-
pening under the turbulent
waters of the maritime port?
And if it is commercially run
by a joint venture, then who
has the final say?

In short, the Hambantota
Port is under Sri Lankan
sovereignty. And the much-
trumpeted security concerns
over the commercially-run
company

i
its mulhvrn nd»dl (nmmdnd
to the facility.

“There is no need to be
frightened as the security
of the Hambantota Port will
be under the control of Sri
announced a
statement by the Sri Lankan
Prime Minister’s Office
issued in June, It clarified
that Sri Lanka and its people
own control over the port,
and refute allegations that

Chinese colony is being

But how to run the com-
hare the lel

cial port,
sand pro

Chine;
joint ventures will operate
the port and share revenues.
When it comes to security, Sri
Lanka has full responsibility
and control.

All these have been guar-
anteed by a five-party agree-
ment reached by China
Merchants Port Holdings
(CMPort), Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA), the
Sri Lankan Government,
Hambantota International
Port Group (HIPG) and
Hambantota International
Port Services Company
(HIPS).

An item often overlooked
in some media reports is that
the China Me s Port
Holdings (CMPort) needs to
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= Underwater myth of Sri Lanka’s
Hambantota Port deal

e Hambamot

invest up to $ 1.12 billion in
Hambantota Port and rel
evant sea logistic busin
under the agreement.
Under this deal, the
Chinese side holds a 70%
stake in two joint ventures
and the Sri Lankan side holds

s

ually purchase an additional
20% stake, resulting in the
two sides owning an equal
share of 50% each.

Why does Hambantota

Port matter?
Colombo, the commercial

capital and largest city of

Sri Lanka, is too busy to deal
with seaborne trade routes.
Sri Lanka needed a new eco
nomic growth engine, and
Hambantota Port, with its

proximity to the world’s busi-
est shipping lanes, proved to
be a good option.

Commercial activities at the
deep-sea port are expected to
economic development
i Lanka.

Back in 2005, constructing
a new port in Hambantota
and connecting it to the capi-
tal Colombo via a planned
industrial belt was priori
tised in the ‘Mahinda Vision
for the Future,” which was
proposed by former Sri
Lankan Prv\monl Mahinda

sa. It aims to tran
hub lur
busi-
ge”.

, aviatior
ness, nnerg\ and knowled;

How feasible and
practical is it to build
the Hambantota Port?

The Sri Lankan
Government has carried sur-
veys and research regarding
that matter in previous years,

During the time of for-
mer President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, Danish engi-
neering consultancy firm
Ramboll did the first feasibil-
ity study, without finishing it.
Another top engineering con-
sultancy firm, SNC Lavalin
from Canada, completed
another study in June 200

In 2004, Ramboll was ba

the picture and completed the
study in 2007, This was under
the second term of Chandrika
Kumaratunga.

The conclusion of two fea-
sibility studies under two (h!'
ferent governments is cle
and convincing: Build |hr‘
Hambantota Port.

No assistance
from India

For yi , many obse:
ers h.np spoken of “India’s
worry” over the Chinese pres-
ence in the Hambantota Port.
But separating from fic-
tion is essential.

Sri Lanka had first looked to
India for assistance to dev
op the Hambantota Port, but
India declined.

A flourishing Hambantota
Port, together with the boom-
ing Port of Colombo, will be
strong competitors to India’s
maritime faciliti Despite
investing in Sri Lanka, India
needs more FDI and loans to
develop its own infrastruc-
ture.

But China’ istance with
the project was subject to
severe criticism from India
and the West, even when
Indian automobile exports to
Sri Lanka were the first batch
of goods when the port opened
for Inls]m‘ .

Lower costs, promising
benefits

To win the contract of con-
structing the Hambantota
Port, many countries
together with internation-
al contractors and finan-
cial institutions competed.
China’s solution offered the
best deal. The actual build-
ing cost was lower than the
engineering estimates in the
feasibility reports by both
Ramboll and SNC Lavalin.

In December 2011, the first
phase of the Hambantota
Port was completed and
entered service i

But some cr
“Look! Only 34 s
docked in 2012. With tens of
thousands of ships passing
by along the world's bus
est shipping lanes. The port
failed.”

But 2014 proved to be a
better r. A whopping 335
docked at the port
the second phase was under
construction. The port made
an operating profit of Rs, 900
million ($ 5.66 million) in
2014 and Rs. 1,200 million (§
7.55 million) in 2015,

As for the loan costs and
repayment, “the total cost of
financing the Hambantota
Port (capital plus interest)
will be $ 1,761 million by the
time the loan expires in 2036.
By the end of 2016, nearly
$ 500 million of this total
amount had already been
repaid. There was never
any problem about meet-
ing the payments for the
Hambantota Port because
n was paid out of the prof-

of the Sri Lanka Ports
Alllhnl‘ll\ (SLPA)," accord-
ing to Jj

China. These loans are in
the form of International
Sovereign Bonds, Treasury
Bonds, and Treasury bill:
which have had investor:
from the US and the West. So
if at all Sri Lanka was going
to get into trouble, it was
not because of the Chinese
debt alone, but because of all
the debt,” said Ajith Nivard
Cabraal, former Governor
of Sri Lankan Central Bank
in an interview in June this

Indeed, Sri Lanka's debt
problems mainly result from
underdevelopment, histori-
cal and external reasons.
ri Lanka issued seven
sovereign bonds worth §
billion between 2007 and
2014. One major portion of
the external debt is in the
private sector and ban

They are mainly comme
and non-preferential loans
with higher interest rate.

Then who owns them
and how much debt
does Sri Lanka owe
to China?

According to the 2017
Annual Report of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
the country’s total external
debt s § 51.824 billion,
among which outstanding
Chinese loans took up only
about 10.6% or $ 5 i
lion. Besides, 61
Chinese loans ($ 3,38 billion)
are concessional ones, with
a much lower interest
than the international mar-
ket.

According to Sri Lanka's
Finance Ministry Annual
Report 2017, market borrow-

ings mainly of sovereign
bonds accounted for 39% of
the country’s external debt.
Loans owed to the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
were 14%, Japan 1
World Bank 11%, Chi;
and India 3%.
Clearly for sure, the big-
ue in Sri Lanka
rowing from global
finance capital or the seem
ingly innocent internation-
al capital markets, which
charge much higher interest
rates. The capital markets
are mainly in the US and
European countries.

“The opportunity lost
by Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
was gained

by Singapore”

Singapore was not built
in a day, so is Sri Lanka's
national development plan.

Situated along one of lhA
busiest shipping lanes
Lanka surely has dbllllddll\
advantages to achieve an
economic leap. But it needs
to catch up.

Dubal in the UAE and
Shenzhen in southern China
became economic miracle
through decades of continu-
ing input, strong leader-
ship and stable policy and
innovation. So does the
Hambantota Port and indus-
trial park nearby. The giant
facility will generate a larg-
er foreign exchange flow
into Sri Lanka through mar-
itime services and positively
impact the foreign reserves
of the country. But they need
encouragement, not bia:

Empty talks would lead
the country to astray. Only
hard work can reju
the nation.

a10%

(The writer is a research fel

low at the Charhar Institute and
former government refations and
business consultant for Chinese
enterprises in Africa and the
Middle East. The article reflects
the author's opinion, and not
necessarily the views of CGTN.)

former Sri Lanka President.
In addition to the
Hambantota Port, China will
also set up an industrial zone
in the facility. It is hoped
that the industrial zone will
be an engine to drive the eco-
nomic development of Sri
Lanka, and attract investors
from all parts of the world.

Who is the major debt
owner of Sri Lanka?
“Sri Lanka has borrowed
from the US more than

39



CLIPPINGS &

Newspaper — Ceylon Today

Date — 10-08-2018

Denmark to support local ports sector

Ports and Shipping Minister
Mahinda Samarasinghe visited
Denmark recently to obtain
financial and technical assistance
for the development of Sri Lanka's
ports sector, a press release
stated. During the visit, Minister
Samarasinghe held discussions

with a group of delegates,
including Maersk Line Network
Chief Executive Officer Soren
Skou. Sri Lanka Ports Authority
Chairman Dr. Parakrama
Dissanayake, Maersk Line
Network Head Anders Boenaes,
Senior Director Julian Bevis, and

40
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Public Relations South Asia
Prithwijit Maitre, Marketing
Manager and Senior Public
Relations Consultant Karina
Kindvig, Private Secretary to the
Ports and Shipping Minister Sean
Samarasinghe and other
delegates were present,

(NEWS.LK)
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Sri Lanka Association
- 0of NVOCC Agents
* holds 2nd AGM

; ¢ The Chairman and Executive Commitiee of the Sa Lanka
Association of NVOCC Agents (SLANA) held its 2nd
Annual General Meeting recently at Movenpick Hotel in
Colomba - Pix by Upul Abayasekara
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‘Ikazuchi’ at Trincomalee Port

Ikazuchi, a Naval ship of the Japanese Maritime Self ~ Commander Eastern Naval Area, Rear Admiral Sumith
Defence Force, arrived at the Trincomalee Port yester- ~ Weerasinghe, at the Eastern Naval Command Head-
day on a good will visit. She was welcomed in accord- quarters. They held cordial discussions on enhancing
ance with naval traditions on arrival. bilateral cooperation.

Deputy Area Commander of the The Mission Commander of Ikazuchi and the officers
Eastern Naval Command, Commo- of the crew met the Training Captain of Naval and

dore Nandana Jayarathna, was pre- Maritime Academy, Captain Kosala Wijesooriya, at the
sent on the occasion. Commandant’s conference hall.

The Mission Com- They discussed the matters related to training of
mander of the ship, Cap- Navies of both countries and
tain Ryoko Azuma, exchanged mementos. During the
accompanied by the ‘lﬂ; 5l . 13 A three-day official visit, the ship’s
Commanding Officer - (cﬁ,;ﬁwﬂﬁf-" - o crew will visit important places in
and other officers, paid a : Sri Lanka and participate in several
courtesy call on the special programmes.
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shlp ‘Ik.azucl.li’
arrives in Trinco

Japanese naval ship “Ikazuchi”
of the Japanese Maritime Self-
Defence Force arrived at the
Trincomalee Port on Monday on
a three-day goodwill visit and on
arrival was accorded a traditional
naval welcome.

The Navy said, Mission
Commander Captain Ryoko Azuma
accompanied by the Commanding
Officer and other officers paid a
courtesy call on Eastern Naval
Area Commander Rear Admiral
Sumith Weerasinghe at the Eastern
Naval Command Headquarters
and held cordial discussions on
enhancing bilateral cooperation.

The Mission Commander and
the naval officers met the Training
Captain of Naval and Maritime
Academy, Captain Kosala
Wijesooriya at the Commandant’s
conference hall. They discussed
matters related to training of Navies
of both countries and exchanged
mementos as a goodwill gesture.

Mission
Commander
Captain

Ryoko Azuma
accompanied by
the Commanding
Officer and other
officers paid a
courtesy call on
Eastern Naval Area
Commander Rear
Admiral Sumith
Weerasinghe

During the visit the ship’s crew
is scheduled to visit the important
places in Sri Lanka and to participate
in several special programmes
arranged by the Sri Lanka Navy
in enhancing mutual relationships.

49



CLIPPINGS &

Newspaper — The Island

Date — 22-08-2018

Sfi Lanka Névy' in éccordance wiih X

naval traditions, welcomed a Japanese
Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF)
ship ‘Tkazuchi’ which arrived at the
Port of Trincomalee on Monday.

JMSDF ship Ikazuchi arrived at the
Port of Trincomalee on a three-day
goodwill visit on 20th August.

The Mission Commander of the
ship Captain Ryoko Azuma accompa-
nied by the Commanding Officer and
other officers paid a courtesy call on

Commander Eastern Naval Area. Rear
Admiral Sumith Weerasinghe at the i
Eastern Naval Command \i
Headquarters. They held «,ordxai di
cussions focused on enhancing bilater-
al cooperation.

During the three day official visit’
the ship’s crew is scheduled to visit
the important places in Sri Lanka and L
to participate in several special pro
grams arranged by the Sri Lanka
Navy. 15}
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apan wants Sri Lanka's southern Hambantota

Port to be free of military activities, the

visiting Japanese Defence Minister Itsunori
Onedera has said amid concerns in the region

over the leasing of the facility to Chi

e

over growing Chinese influence in Sri Lanka.

Speaking to the Japanese NHK Television
afier his meetings with Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena and Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe, Onedera said he
had raised the Chinesc issue with Sri Lanka.

“Despite the lease, there was an
agreement that the port remains [ree of
military activities,” Onedera was quoted
as saying by NHK. He is also scheduled
to visit Hambantota.

Sri Lanka and China entered into a 99-year
lease of the Hambantota Port, which will
enable the Chinese to set up an industrial
? park around the port.

REER

e

activities.

TOBE MILITARY FREE |

Onedera, who arrived vesterday, is the
“first Japanesc Defence Minister ever to
visit Sri Lanka,

His visit comes amid the regional concems

Sri Lanka has responded to regional
concerns, mostly from India, by saying
that China would not be allowed to make
any military presence at Hambantota, iocated
close 1o a key international shipping route.

Sri Lanka tried to allay New Delhi’s fears
over Jlambanlota by entering into a Joint
Venture with India’s Airports Authority
10 lease oul the Hambantota International
Airport to manage it.

During his meeting with Sirisena

yesterday, the two sides had agreed to boost
b VS & A ;

L3 n h )
Japan has donated Sri Lanka two
coast guards ships.
Onedera also visited Trincomalee, the

castern port. Coinciding with his visitis the |

arrival of the Japanese Naval ship Ikazuchi
at the Trincomalee Port. (PTT)

Date — 23-08-2018

| Despite the lease, there was
an agreement that the port
remains free of military

During his meetlng with
Sirisena yesterday.,
the two sides had
agreed to'hoost
defence cooperation.in
the'maritime sphere

Newspaper — Daily

Date — 23-08-
2018
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free of military activities

— Japanese Defence Minister

Japan wants Sri Lanka’s southern

Hambantota port to be “free of

military activities”, the visiting
Japanese Defence Minister Itsunori
Onedera has told Japanese media amid
concerns in the region over the leasing
of the facility to China.

Onedera, who arrived in Colombo,
is the first Japanese defence minister
ever to visit Sri Lanka. His visit comes
amid regional concerns over growing
Chinese influence in Sri Lanka.

Japanese NHK television, who

H’tota port...

SriLanka and China have entered
into a 99-year lease of the Hambantota
port which will enable the Chinese to
set up an industrial park around the
seaport,

Sri Lanka has responded to regional
concerns, mostly from India, by saving
that China would not be allowed to
make any military presence at
Hambantota, located on a key sea inter-
national shipping route.

SriLanka tried to allay New Delhi's
fears over Hambantota by entering into

54

interviewéd Onedera after his meet-
ings with Sri Lankan President

¢ Maithripala Sirisena and Prime

Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe,
reported that the Japanese Defence
Minister had raised the Chinese issue
with Sri Lanka. “Despite the lease
there was an agreement that the port
remains free of military activities,”
Onedera was qyoted as saying by
NHK. He is also‘ichcduled to visit

Hambantota. P- 2 ))

&

From page 1

4 joint venture with India's airports
authority to lease out the Hambantota
international airport to manage it.

During his meeting with Sirisena,
the two sides had agreed Lo boost
defence cooperation in the maritime
sphere. Japan has donated Sri Lanka
two coast guards ships,

Onedera will also visit Trincomalee,
the eastern Sri Lankan port.
Coinciding with his visit is the arrival
of the Japanese Naval ship “Ikazuchi”
in Trincomalee.
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Japanese Defence Minister
visits Colombo harbour

Visiting Japanese Defence Minister Itsu-
nori Onodera yesterday inspected the oper-
ations at the Colombo harbour.

This is the first time in history that a Jap-
anese Defence Minister visited the Colom-
bo harbour.

The visiting Defence Minister was
impressed with the progress achieved by
the Colombo harbour. Attention was paid
to enhancing maritime development coop-
eration between the harbours of the two
countries.

Sri Lanka Ports Authority Chairman Par-
akrama Dissanayake said the Colombo har-
bour achieved the highest growth rate
among harbours in the world during the
first quarter this year.

The Chairman said the Jaya Container
Terminal, constructed with Japanese finan-
cial assistance, contributes 80 percent of
the income generated by the Colombo har-
bour. Japanese Ambassador to Sri Lanka
Kenichi Suganuma and senior harbour offi-
cials were present.

Japanese Defence Minister Onodera with SLPA Chairman Parakrama Dissanayake and others.
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COLOMBO PORTECT
~ AS LARGEST CONTAINER
TERMINAL N S: ASIA

BERTHING FACILITIES TO SOME OF THE
BIGGEST SHIPS AND TANKERS IN THE WORLD

MINIMUM OF 15 MONTHS
TO MANUFACTURE,
DELIVER AND FIX
MACHINERY
{1/ SANDUN A, JAYASEKERA
The government will develop
the Colombo Port's East Container
Terminal (ECT) to be the largest
and deepest container terminal
in South Asia without any foreign
funding, Ports and Shipping
Minister Mahinda
Samarasinghe said
yesterday.

SEEREST OF THE STORT ON A2 > §

Bl D St e e T e e — - = K
= — =

e ———

He said he would submit
the propasal and blueprint of
the development plan to the
Cahinet shortiy.

“The Hambantota Port is
being operated and managed
by two Sri Lankan and Chinese
companies --Hambantota
International Port Group
{HIPG) owned by the CMPort
of China and the Hambantota
International Port Services
- {HIPS) owned by the SLPAon a
- 90:year tease agigement, The
majority shares are held by the
Chinese company. The biggest
container terminal at the
Colombo Port, the South Asia
Cateway Terminal (SAGT), is
also operated and managed by
a conglomerate that includes
Maersk Group and John Keells
on a 30-year lease agreement

COLOMBO PORT ECT AS LARGEST
CONTAINERTERMINAL IN'S. ASIA

signed during the Chandrika
Kumaratunga government.
Funding for the development
of ECT will be provided by the

SLPA and the Treasury," he said.

When asked aboul the cost
of the development project,
the minister said it would be
known only after the tender
was offered to produce
machinery and a minimum
of 15 menths was needed
to produce and deliver the
machinery.

“After obtaining Cabinet
approval, | will call worldwide
tenders for machinery to be
set up at the ECT. It will take
a minimum of 15 months to
manufacture, deliver and fix
the machinery. But we cannot
wait for that long to begin the
development and expansion

57

programme. | hope to obtain
machinery on lease after
calling tenders only for the
interim period; he said.
The minister said the
three terminals at the Port of
Colomba, the Jeya Container
Terminal, SAGT and ECT
cannot take massive ships and
tankers because they are fully-
occupied round the clock.
“Besides, the depth of three

" terminals'does not permit

access 10 big vessels, Once the
ECT's development project

is concluded, the ECT will
provide berthing facilities

to some of the biggest ships
and tankers in the world. The
development project of the
ECT will be launched in three
months; he said.
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Ports Ministry to present Gabinet
paper on ECT development

the ECT was to be man-

Date — 24-08-2018

M Govt. grants approval By CHATHURI DISSANAYAKE

to Ports Authority ta run ] ) aged as a Public-Private
the ECT PORT and Shipping Partnership, subject

: Ministry is preparingto Minister Mahinda
;:ogggse.:l::l:omrglvﬂt?or the present a Cabinet paper Samarasinghe, speaking
development of for procurement of equip-  ata press conference held
the Terminal ment needed to operation-  at the Sri Lanka Freedom

B Equipment to be leased till
procurement is

delivered to bring the
Terminal to functionality as

alise the East Container
Terminal, set to be man-
aged by the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority (SLPA),

utilising its own funds.

Party Head Office yester-
day, said that the Cabinet
has given approval for the
Terminal to be managed
by the Ports Authority.

Ports and Shipping Minister
Mabhincla Samarasinghe

soon as possible

Ports...

The National Economic Council and Cabinet
of Ministers have both decided to have the SLPA
manage the ECT to ensure “continuity and
financial viability of the Ports Authority”, Daily
FT learnt. According to sources within the Ports
Authority, initial investment was estimated tobe $
100 million under Phase 1 of development.

Following the decision, the Ministry is now
ready to go ahead with the much delayed devel-
opment of the ECT.

“Colombo international Container Terminals
(CICT) is the only deep-water terminal able to
receive large container ships. It has not reached
its capacity, and we need ECT running as soon

as possible,” Samarasinghe said. The Minister
is expected to present a Cabinet paper seeking
approval to appoint a negotiating committee and
technical evaluation committee to proceed with
procurement of equipment needed to operation-
alise ECT under Phase 1 of development.
Further, the same Cabinet paper will also
seek approval for leasing of equipment needed
to commence work in ECT until the permanent
equipment can be procured and delivered, the
Minister said.

Denying reports that

Mose Pagad [ 3

“The equipment under Phase 1 of develop-
ment of the project will only be delivered 15to 20
months after the order is placed. But, since we
need to stant receiving ships in the Terminal as
soon as possible, we will be leasing the equip-
ment needed to operationalise the Terminal so
that we can start work as soon as possible,”
Samarasinghe said.

According to the master plan of the Colombo
Port Expansion Project (CPEP), the East
Container Terminal has a 1,200m-long quay wall,
alongside water depth of 18m and a yard capac-
ity of 2.4 million TEUs.

The Government, on earlier occasions, had
attempted to form a consortium to manage the
ECT with preference given to a partner from the
Indian subcontinent. The preference to have
a partner from the subcontinent was largely
viewed as an attempt to neutralise the growing
Chinese presence in Colombo Port,

The Chinese firm China Merchants Port
Holdings Company Ltd. already manages CICT,
having a 35-year build-operate-transfer basis
with 85% share ownership.

Although Cabinet appointed negotiation com-
mittees and technical evaluation committees, the
deal did not fall through,
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—Pie by Sameera Wijesinghe
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KKS HARBOUR

Date — 26-08-2018

TENDER PROCESS

UNDERWAY

Dredging of the KankesantPurai (XK5) Hahour, uoder
the USD 5,27 midlion mdian line of omecit sspanson snd
wgrading project Pas been completed and the tender
wo i ber Bow b ater this yesr, Ceplon Toduy lesrns

Currently, e beeakwater and custng peer are 501 10 be
renovated and a new pier for commeroa carge randing is
10 be coratnuctnd

Lt e PRl

KKS Harbour tender
process underway

India extended financial assistance to
expand and upgrade the KKS Harbour in the
Northern Peninsula to turn it into a regional
maritime hub attracting commercial activi-
ties.

The tender procedure is underway, but
prior to that, several documents, including
the detailed Project Report and an agreement

59

on legal terms and conditions are being pre-
pared for signing between the two
Governments.

The Sri Lanka Ports Authority and the
Ministry of Finance are involved in the pro-
ject and the Indians are financially facilitat-
ing the construction and will hand over the
state-of-the-art harbour to SLPA.

(SRM)
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Colombo ECT to be
largest in South Asia

- Minister

Blueprint to develop the Colombo
East Container Terminal (ECT) to be

China and the Hambantota

the largest and deep.

terminal in South Asia sans foreign
funding is to be presented to Cabinet
shortly, Ports and Shipping Minister,
Mahinda Samarasinghe said yester-
day.
“The Hambantota Port is being
operated and managed by two Sri
Lankan and Chinese companies _
Hambantota Intemational Port Group
(HIPG) owned by the CMPort of

International Port Services (HIPS)
owned by the SLPA on a 90-year
lease agreement, he noted.

The majority shares are held by the
Chinese company. The biggest con-
tainer terminal at the Colombo Port,
the South Asia Gateway Terminal
(SAGT), is also operated and man-
aged by a conglomerate that
includes Maersk Group and John
Keells on a 30-year lease...

Date — 26-08-2018

COLOMBO...

...agreement signed during the Chandrika
Kumaratunga Government. Funding for the
development of ECT will be provided by the
SLPA and the Treasury,” he said.

When asked about the cost of the develop-
ment project, the Minister said it would be
known only after the tender is offered to pro-
duce machinery and a minimum of 15
months was needed to produce and deliver
the machinery.

"After obtaining Cabinet approval, | will call
worldwide tenders for machinery to be set up
at the ECT. It will take a minimum of 15
months to manufacture, deliver and fix the
machinery. But, we cannot wait for that long
to begin the development and expansion pro-
gramme. | hope to obtain machinery on lease
after calling tenders only for the interim peri-
od,” he said.

The Minister said the three terminals at the
Port of Colombo, the Jeya Container
Terminal, SAGT and ECT cannot berth mas-
sive ships and tankers because they are ful-
ly-occupied and were working round the
clock.

“Besides, the depth of three terminals does
not permit access to big vessels. Once the
ECT's development project is concluded, the
ECT will provide berthing facilities to some of
the biggest ships and tankers in the world.
The development project of the ECT will be
launched inthree months,” he said

(news.lk)
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Inside the Control Tower of the Pon of Colombo, SLPA Chairman Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake empha-

sises the importance of the

location of the Colomb,

business to the Japanese Minister of Defence | 1 Onod Ja

Portin the Indlan Ocean in maritime:

dor to Sri Lanka

Kenichi Suganuma and SLPA Harbour Master Capt. Athula Hewavitharana are also present

THE Minister of Defence of
the Government of Japan
Itsunori Onodera recently
paid a historic visit to the
Port of Colombo. This visit
by a high level dignitary of
the Japanese Government
marks a historic landmark in
the maritime history of Sri
Lanka. During the wisit, the
Defence Minister observed
several key facilities in the
Port, including the Port of
Calombo Control Tower from
where all marine operations
are coordinated.

In a special statement dur-
ing the visit, the Japanese

Defence Minister highly com-
mended the progress acquired
by the Port of Colombo dur-
ing the recent past. Currently,
focus has been made to
improve and develop mari-
time collaboration between
the two friendly nations in
order to strengthen wider
bilateral relations between Sri
Lanka and Japan.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sri Lanka Ports Authority
(SLPA) Chairman Dr.
Parakrama Dissanayake
said that the SLPA has imple-
mented a number of steps
to improve productivity in

all areas of maritime opera-
tions, and the Port of Colombo
has achieved the highest
ever global growth rate dur-
ing the first quarter of this
year under the advice and
guidance of the Minister of
Ports and Shipping Mahinda
Samarasinghe. Taking note
that “Sri Lanka and Japan
have cultivated a long-stand-
ing bilateral friendship
throughout centuries™, the
Chairman highlighted that
Sri Lanka is at the crossroads
of the world’s busiest mari-
time trade routes, and the port
sector is committed towards

Date — 27-08-2018

Dr. Par; a Di

tsa memento to

Itsunori Onodera. SLPA Exacuhve Director Nilan Wickramasinghe
and Capt. Athula Hewavitharana are also present

Japanese Defence Minister makes
historic visit to Colombo Port

making Sri Lanka the mari-

time hub of the region. The
Government of Japan, on
numerous occasions, has been
involved in building port facil-
ities in the Port of Colombo.
Japan's immense contribu-
tion is always commend-
able, as in the construction
of the SLPA Jaya Container
Terminal (JCT), which offers
an 80% income generation in
the State-run port sector. The
construction of the JCT and
establishment of its opera-
tional superstructure dating
back to the 1980s enhanced the
identity of the Portduring the

past decades as an efficient
maritime centre in the region,
he added.

The high profile Japanese
delegation at the Port of
Colombo also included
Japanese Ambassador to Sri
Lanka Kenichi Suganuma.
SLPA Executive Director
Nilan Wickramasinghe and
Harbour Master Capt. Athula
Hewavitharana also attended
the visit.

Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake
presented a special memento
to Minister Itsunori Onodera
in honour of this historic
visit,
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'panese Defence Minister
Storic visit to Port of Co

SLPA Chalrman Dr.

cal o
Japanese Minister of Defence Itsunor Onodera alongside SLPA Executive Director Nilan
and SLPA Harbour Master Capt. Athula Hewawitharana

between Sni Lanka and Japan,
Speaking on the occasion, Sri
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA)
Chairman Dr. Parakrama
Dissanayake said that the SLPA has
implemented a number of steps to
improve productivity in all areas ’ot
maritime operations.and the Post’of
Colombo has achieved the highest
ever, glo! T rate- during
'm;&sgl ﬁ:‘r 2?!?& year under
the advié® and guidance of Ports
N e

Lan

and Shipping Minister Mahinda
Samarasinghe.

Taking note that “Sri Lanka
and Japan have cultivated a long
standing bilateral friendship
throughout centuries,” the chairman
highlighted that Sri Lanka is at
the cross roads of world busiest
maritime trade routes and the
Port Sector is committed towards
making Sri Lanka the maritime

hub of the region. The Government
of Japan on numerous occasions
has been involved in building port
facilities in the Port of Colombo.
“Japan's immense contribution
is always commendable in the
construction of the Jaya Container
Terminal (JCT) of Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) that offers an
80 percent income generation
in the state run port sector. The

63

Date — 27-08-2018

Bw,‘n ess

[

lo

SHIF

makes

mbo
=T

p—

 —

Minister of Defence

SLPA Chairman Dr. Di: 0
ftsunori Onodera alongside Ambassador

of Japan Kenichi suganuma and SLPA Harbour

Master Capt. Athula Hewawitharana at the Control Tower of the Port of Colombo

construction of the Jaya Container
Terminal (JCT) and establishment
of its operational superstructure
dating back to 1980s, enabled to
cnhance the identity of the port
during the past decades as an
efficient maritime centre

The high profile Japanese
delegation at the Port of Colombo
also included the Amb dor of

Executive Director of SLPA Nilan
Wickramasinghe and Harbour
Master Capt. Athula Hewawitharana
also attended the visit.

Dr. Parakrama Dissanayake
made a presentation of a special
memento to the Japanese Minister
of Defence Itsunori Onodera,
resembling the historic visit of the
J Defence Minister at the

Japan Kenichi Suganuma. The

Port of Colombo.
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Date — 28-08-2018

EXPORTS EARNINGS FROM

MERCHANDISE UP TO US$ 1.02 BN IN JUNE

Sri Lanka’s external sector dis-
played a mixed performance in June
2018. Even though the lowest trade
deficit so far during the year in abso-
lute terms was recorded in the month
of June, the trade deficit widened sig-
nificantly in comparison to June 2017
as the growth in import expenditure
outpaced the increase in export earn-
ings.
2xports earnings from merchan-
dise exports surpassed US dollars |
billion for the second time during the
year to US dollars 1,024 million in
June 2018, mainly driven by indus-
trial exports.

Earnings from tourism increased
notably in June 2018 continuing the
growth momentum observed since
the beginning of the , although
workers’ remittances declined during
the month in comparison to June
2017.

The financial account of the Bal-
ance of Payments (BOP) was sup-
ported by the fifth tranche of the

Extended Fund Facility of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF-EFF)
and the third tranche of the div
ture of the Hambantota Port, howev-
er, outflows of foreign investment
from the government securities mar-
ket and the secondary market of the
Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE)
exerted some pressure on the BOP.
Reflecting developments in the
domestic and global foreign
exchange markets, the Sri Lankan

rupee depreciated by 3.4 per cent
against the US dollar by end June
2018 and by 5.0 per cent during the
year up to 27 August 2018. The
country’s gross official reserves as at
end June 2018 were US dollars 9.3
billion.

The deficit in the trade account
continued to expand in June 2018 in
comparison to June 2017, driven by
the higher growth in imports. On a
cumulative basis, the trade deficit

EXPORTS EARNINGS FROM..cec ue.

Mean while, export of
ba metals and articles
increased  due to higher
exports of iron and steel
articles and aluminium
articles. However, earnings
from transport equipment
exports declined signifi-
cantly mainly due to the
effect of higher earnings
recorded in June 2017 fol-
lowing the export of two
ships.

In addition, food, bever-
ages and tobacco and
leather, travel goods and
footwear exports  also
declined notably in June
2018. In comparison to

June 2017. Meanwhile,
carnings from agricultural
exports declined in June
2018 due to the poor per-
formance in almost all cat-
egories except seafood,
unmanufactured tobacco
and rubber exports. Export
carnings from tea declined
as both prices and volumes
exported reduced in June
2018 . In addition, export

carnings  from  spices
declined marginally in

June 2018 as the growth in
cinnamon and nutmeg and
mace was outperformed by
the decline in pepper,
cloves and other spices.

However, benefiting
from the positive impact of
the removal

of the ban on fisheries
exports to the EU and the
restoration of GSP+ facili-
ty . earnings from seafood
exports increased signifi-
cantly during the month
due to higher prices and
volumes of seafood export-
ed.

Leading markets for
merchandise exports of Sri
Lanka in June 2018 were
the USA, the UK, India,
Italy and Germany. which
accounted for about 48 per
cent of total exports.
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Monthly Exports earnings
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Sources: SLC. CBSL.

expanded significantly during the
first half of 2018 in comparison to
the first half of 2017.

Under industrial exports, earnings
from textiles and garment exports
increased significantly due to the
higher demand from the EU and the
USA while exports to non - tradition-
al markets also increased.

Export earnings from petroleum
products increased significantly in

= Earnings from tourism
increase notably

® [ndustrial exports up

m  Country’s gross official
reserves reach US$ 9.3 bn
m  Export earnings from
petroleum products rise
significantly

June 2018 due to the combined
effect of higher export prices

and volumes of bunker and avia-
tion fuel. Export earnings from rub-
ber products increased mainly due
to higher earnings from tyre
export

Earnings from exports of machin-
ery and mechanical appliances.

Also increased notably during the
month owing to the increase in
carnings from electrical machinery
and equipment and electronic equip-
ment exports. To page iv
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Japan's State Minister for Foreign Affairs in town

JAPANESE State Minister Port. In addition, during his Coast Guard, which will be
for Foreign Affairs Kazuyuki stay, Nakane will call on Prime  utilised to improve maritime
Nakane is in Srl Lanka today Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe  safety and strengthen control
and will be here till 30 August and hold meetings with other of the maritime borders of Sri

in order to participate in the Sri Lankan Government lead- Lanka.

commissioning ceremony of ers to further promote bilateral The Embassy of Japan

the patrol vessels donated relationship between the two expects that this visit would
from Japan to Sri Lanka countries, help further consolidate the
under the Grant Aid of the At the aforementioned cer- ‘Comprehensive Partnership’
Government of Japan to be emony, two patrol vessels will between Japan and Sri

held tomorrow at the Colombo  be handed over to Sri Lanka Lanka.
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........................................................................................................................................................

JAPANESE DEFENCE MINISTER
VISITS HAMBANTOTA PORT

Ravi Jayawickreme pointing out the naval installations within the port
premises to Minister Itsunori Onodera.

Japan's Minister of Defense, Itsu-  given an overview of the port’s future
nori Onodera, called at the Hamban- plans.

tota Port on August 22 during his The Japanese delegation included
State visit to Sri Lanka. Ambassador of Japan in Sri Lanka

The Minister was taken on a tour of  Kenichi Suganuma and several other
the port by Capt. Ravindra Jayawick-  dignitaries, along with the Command-
reme, CEO of Hambantota Interna- er of Sri Lanka’s Southern Naval
tional Port Services (HIPS). He was  Base.
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