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What's
happening

around us ?

A brief on:

IOR, Kra project, Sagar Mala/

Sethu Samudram

C-PEC, C-MEC, OBOR (BRI

ince ancient times, Sri
Lanka has been identified
by the global travellers
as a geostrategic hub.
They were from every part of the

orld. Even in modern times, Sri
Lankan governments from time to time
has promoted Sri Lanka as a hub. It
sound most related to the "Maritime".
Sri Lanka is adjacent to the busiest
shipping lines of the world.

In ancient libraries of Alexandria,
the island was called Taprobone.

The Greek - Egyptian cartographer,
Ptolemy, elongated Sri Lanka on

his map due to its rich civilization

and trade relations with the rest of

the world. The information of this
rich civilization and the facts of trade
relations, prosperity, and geostrategic
location were conveyed by these
travellers, sailors, to all over the world.
Therefore the people of Africa, Persia,
China, India, Japan, Rome and Greeks
ere well known of this Island.

Further of geostrategic location of
Sri Lanka, it has been attracted by the
most of nations in the globe. Therefore,
from time to time this island has been
invaded by several nations.

Sri lanka is surrounded by the
Indian ocean. Indian Ocean Region

- “IOR” is covered up approximately
20 percent of the water of the earth's
surface of 70,560,000 sgkm and it

is surrounded by the land masses of
Africa, Asia, and Oceania. There exsist
several choke points such as the strait
of Malacca, the Palk strait and the strait

Proposed Sethusamudram Canal

INDIA

Kerala Maduraio

of Hormus.

Why the world is concerned about
IOR? And what is the importance of
IOR?

According to the Harsh V, Pant,
"The great game of this century will
be played on water of the Indian
Ocean. " What is this concept? It has
included the fact of the land masses
surrounding the region that are densely
populated with over 2 billion people.
Therefor, the concept of IOR has
included some ideas of geo-logistics,
geopolitical, geo-economics and geo-
social importance to strengthen the
importance of the IOR. According
to the statement of Alfred Mahan, an
expert of 'Blue Economy’ "Whoever
controls the Indian Ocean dominate

Asia, the destiny of the
world will be decided on
its waters."

The region of Indian
Ocean: 14.6 % of the
world's fish stock is
caught in this region.
64% of the oil trade-travel
through the entry ways
into and out of the Indian
ocean and around 36
million barrels per day,
equivalent to about 40%
of the world oil supply
use this way. This is the
second largest maritime
route in the world. The
way has been attracted
by the world container
transportation a highest
percentage as well as
cruise lines.

On the other hand the
world Economic power
is transforming to China
from west. At Present,
the economic growth rate
of China remains with
a two digits number and
India is also becoming a
powerfull nation in world
with its economic and
logistics power.

Because of these
reasons, IOR has
become as the busiest
maritime region in the
world. As a result of this
transformation, many
kinds of elements are
streaming constantly
consisting with crude
Oil, row materials,
finished products, labour,
etc., for the wants of
industrialization of sister
countries in IOR and away from the
IOR.

At present, this situation has
been the evolution to a conflict of
globe, among the world maritime
entrepreneur, to get a great portion
through this trade.

Therefore, several IOR countries
are getting appropriate initiatives to
keep up a sustainable atmosphere
within their countries and protect their
national aspirations and developments
strategies from the effectives of the
above conflicts.

Sagar Mala & Sethusamudram , a
project of the Indian government, has
been implemented with the intention
of port development and to create an

7

easy access channel through the Palk
strait to transport their products and
goods.

In collaboration with China,
Thailand has introduced a plan to
excavate a marine channel across the
Malayan peninsula through the land
belongs to Thailand, namely the Kra
channel. It will facilitate an access
to bypass the Strait of Malacca and
Singapore, reducing thousands of miles
for the ship lines and space will be
provided to reach to Pacific Ocean or
Indian Ocean, just like Panama or Suez
channels.

The C-PEC (China Pakistan
Economic corridor), is a project of
Pakistan, that goes with a Chinese
collaboration. It has introduced as the
“BRI” project of China. This project
has undergone with the concept of
'Silk road economic belt', which is
the new name given to the ancient
'silk route’. This belt will consist of
one railway corridor from the central
China, and other from the northern
China to Europe via Russia; and a
non - rail corridor from Wester Chain,
through Central Asia to Iran, the Levant
and Turkey proceeding southward to
the port of Gawadar at Baluchistan
in Pakistan through the Pakistan
administrated Kashmir.

Myanmar, situated in Malayan
peninsula, has introduced the “C-MEC
- China Myanmar economic corridor”
.The belt will begin from the Yunnan
province in China to the port of "Kyauk
phyu" in Myanmar, involving railways,
Motorways, oil and gas pipelines.

The OBOR (One Belt - One Road),
also known as the BRI (Belt and the
Road Initiative), was launched by
China in 2013 with the view of "String
of Pearls - Port”. It has focused to
construct a link of ports as a string of
pearls with the assistance of China
especially in IOR.

With the rapid developments of
China, the country has under gone
a long term struggle, to bring row
materials and energetic resources to the
industrial zones all over the country.
This challenge has affected dynamic
development process.

Therefore, China is looking forward
to motivate its supply chain with the
assistance of neighbour countries.
Accordingly, China has made some
bilateral dialogs with those countries
to develop their ports and provide
facilities to enrich their national
aspiration.

Kawya Indrajith
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