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THE PORT IS BECOMING A

CLEAN ano GREEN PLACE

o

ecently, | got

information from the BQ

Operation’s aboutan arrival

of some unauthorized

visitors at the port basin

between BQ 04 and the

passenger terminal. The

time was around two thirty or three. We

immediately reached the place and took

several photographs and a short video clip
of them.

Who were those unauthorized
visitors?

Who permitted them?

How could they enter the port
premises?

Can you think?

When we reached the place, there
was a colony of Pelican birds. They were
very free even in the high security area.
At that moment, they were peregrinating
in the area. It was a rare scenario in the
port. The reason for it was that the port is a
busier place than the any other place of the
city. At that time there were many vessel
movements in the area and number of
other water crafts also was moving from
place to place for their duties. However,
those pelicans had been diving in an
attractive moment within the area for a
long time. At the same time, we could
see the pelicans was not concerned about
any other functions which occurred in the
area. The pelicans were spreading their
wings and fluttering them while enjoying
themselves. It seemed as if they were up
to relaxing after a long journey. Actually,
it was a joyful scene for the port workers.
They were looking at that rare scéne. It
could be seen for a long time.

What was the secret of this arrival?
Was there any reason for this arrival? Yes,
the pelicans are very keen on wandering
in a clean environment. According to their
routing, these birds follow the same way
for their seasonal journey within their
span of life. At this time, they had selected
the port basin to have a little leisure
B  while their long journey. The port is
- cleaner than the other areas
Lo of the sea line. At the

same time, the pelicans like enjoying their
food in a clean environment and it is the
nature of these birds.

How can they treat Colombo port as
a clean place? How could they justify
it? It is due to either their sense or sight!
However, they had come to a clean place.
There was no waste oil on the surface of the
port basin, there were no dumped garbage
floating on the port basin, terminals were
clean, and the spare land of within the port
area was green. Therefore, their selection
was perfect. They did not experience any
disturbance before their presence in the
port premises.

Through the visits of pelicans they
have made a message about

What was the message created by them on
the port? Have they created any positive
message? Yes, there was a message to the
port; “the port is clean”, yes, it is true, if
the port was not clean, the pelicans would
not be eager to come to the port to spend
their leisure time.

We could find out information to
prove this message. The special delegation
teams of maritime sector visited the port
in last few months to admire the port
beautification comparing to the other
regional ports of South Asia.

I think those reflect are good
recommendations for the program of
“Clean and Green port concept of the port
of Colombo”.

Now | ask you. What do you think
about this topic? Is the port clean? Yes. |
can guess your response. The port is clean,

The every premises of the Port is clean.
Every plot of spare land is green. The
port basin is clean. The surface of the port
basin is not polluted by anyone. There are
no waste oil patches, no garbage dumped,
and no ballast water materials. All are
following the rules of SLPA to protect the
environment of the port sea area and the
sky over the port and land. Because of this
program, every sea creature is being safe
in the port basin.

This objective is a great achievement,
of the Colombo port. The other noteworthy
trait is, it was not an isolated task of
SLPA, the CICT and the SAGT and the
Ministry also have fully cooperated to
make the program a success. Therefore it
is a unique task. Also it was not an easy
task for authorities who were concerned.
Particularly, civil engineering, CSR,
CPRD including other divisions, too!
were interested in this sphere. They had
to initiate several programs to promote
the “Clean and Green Port” concept
among the port community. From time to|
time they organized several shrasmadana
campaigns and launched many awareness
programs to clean the port and the cleaning
assignments were monitored by the
civil sections. PHI and Medical sections
continuously to update the program. Now,
the effort has been succeesful. The Port]
has been identified and marked as a clean
and a green place.

| think, we can create more
opportunities in future to enhance the port
income using this advantage. It will be a
good path to attract tourists, Investors and
ship owners more than today. They will
be happy to come to a clean and green
port. Specially, The Yatcht sailors also
immensely like to approach clean and
green ports.

At the end of this article, | wish to
focus on a philosophical point. "All the
living beings in the world are, somehow
or other is interconnected for survival.
They move in a circle to sustained life. In
short they need each other. “What is the
message of this thought? We must protect
the environment. If we protect it, it will
protect us. Then the world will be “Clean
and Green”. _
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